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INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


CARIBBEAN, CENTRAL AMERICA 'ANTI-IMPERIALISTS' ON NEED FOR UNITY 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 15 Jun 84 p 5 


[Text] Communique of the Consultative Meeting of Anti-Imperialist 
Organizations of the Caribbean and Central America 


Central America and the Caribbean, Brothers in Spirit in the Anti- 
Imperialist and Anticolonialist Struggle 


The First Consultative Meeting of Anti-Imperialist Organizations 

of the Caribbean and Central America was held in Havana on 

11, 12 and 13 June 1984 for the purpose of exchanging opinions on 

the grave situation facing the region because of the warlike policies 

that the Reagan administration is pursuing there as part of the anti- 
communist crusade that the United States is engaged in all over the world, 
thus posing a threat to world peace, the political and social accomplish- 
ments of nations and the very fate of mankind. 


At its conclusion the First Consultative Meeting issued the following 
declaration: 


Central America and the Caribbean have been brothers since before 

they were discovered. Every since the conquest, however, each area 
has been chained to one or another mother country. Colonialism has 
thus imposed an age-old separation on us, reinforced in recent decades 
by American imperialism. 


It has also been reinforced by the ongoing plundering of each nation 

in the region, by the lack of communication, by the political repression 
and by the disinformation that has been spread throughout the Caribbean 

and Central America and that only the struggle of peoples has gradually 

overcome. 


This is a struggle in which we acknowledge each other and in which 

we reaffirm our nationalities, the defense of our resources and our 
search for a political system that will guarantee freedom and economic 
and social development for our peoples. 


Above all, we are acknowledging ourselves as brothers by pinpointing 
and opposing the common enemy who is oppressing and exploiting us. 














Today, in order to survive, in order to struggle against and overcome 
U.S. imperialism's aggressive policy, the peoples of the Caribbean 
and Central America need the tightest knit unity, the most streamlined 
and diversified communications, mutual support and encouragement 

and joint critical analysis. 


We need ongoing exchanges to effectively coordinate our resistance 
efforts. This coordination must be based on everything that unites 

us and that will enable us to make sure that we can confront as brothers 
and comrades our differences and the issues that separate us. 


U.S. Policy Towards the Region 


The Reagan administration has taken the indissoluble bonds between 

Central America and the Caribbean into account in formulating its 
strategic plans for the region in a bid to further its imperialist 
interests through an economic, political and military program aimed 

at crushing the people's anticolonialist and anti-imperialist movements, 
causing socialism to retreat in Cuba through military aggression, 
defeating the Sandinist People's Revolution and choking off the Salvadoran 
and Guatemalan insurgencies. 


Its Caribbean Basin Initiative is a neocolonialist policy of annexation, 
serving as a Trojan Horse to insure its penetration into and domination 
of the Caribbean, as it expands the military forces of the puppet 
dictatorships in its service and controls the region's impoverished 
economies through the International Monetary Fund. 


The Consultative Meeting observed with great concern the adverse 
effects of the authoritarian pressures that the American imperialists 
in particular are exerting on all of our peoples. Above all, it 
condemned the constant miiltary maneuvers that U.S. Armed Forces 

are conducting in the Central American and Caribbean region, because 
they pose a major threat to peace and to the independence and security 
of the region's peoples. 


All nations have been hurt by the disastrous consequences of the 
prolonged general crisis of capitalism, which is aggravated at present 
by the imperialist policy of economic and financial restrictions, 
particularly high interest rates and the onerous and unfair conditions 
that the imperialists are imposing in foreign debt negotiations. 


Some nations, Cuba, Nicaragua and Suriname in particular, are the 
targets of uninterrupted aggressions aimed at destabilizing their 
economies, governments and societies. Pressures are being exerted 
cn the government of Guyana to reverse the policies whose goal is 
true economic independence. 


The governments that play along with U.S. policy in the region, 
such as Haiti, the Dominican Republic and Jamaica, are forcing their 








exploited peoples into further poverty, misery and neglect, provoking 
legitimate grassroots anger, as was expressed recently in Santo Domingo 
and Haiti. 


Social and economic privation has become chronic in these societies 
among broad segments of the working class. Recent events have clearly 
and unquestionably shown that the poor and the oppressed will not 

and cannot suffer in silence any longer, while their oppressors make 
deals with imperialism and continue to get rich at the expense of 
their peoples. 


International Solidarity 


The conference confirmed the interdependence between our peoples' 
struggle and the world situation We must thus place our battle 
against imperialism within this broad framework and join the worldwide 
groundswell that seeks to consolidate peace and defeat the Reagan 
administration's aggressive policies. 


In this regard, the participants at the meeting denounced and condemned 
the active involvement of some U.S. European allies in the American 
imperialist plans, European allies that violate the right of peoples 

to self-determination by maintaining direct colonial control over 
certain nations in the region and, moreover, are intervening in the 
internal affairs cf sovereign States in the region via their colonial 
bases there. 


The Consultative Meeting asserted that: 


The total liberation of the still colonized territories is an indis- 
pensable condition for equilibrium and peace in the Caribbean and 
Central America. 


The meeting also examined the current situation in Grenada. It denounce 1 
the continuing illegal occupation of the island by U.S. and Caribbean 
military forces in the wake of the unjustified and oppressive invasion 

of the country and demanded compliance with the resolutions passed 

by the UN Generai Assembly and the Conference of Heads of Government of 
the British Commonwealth, held in India in November 1983, resolutions 

that called for immediate and unconditional withdrawal. 


The meeting acknowledged and reaffirmed the need to defend the human 
rights of all the people of Grenada, including the right to work, 
freedom of expression, the right to organize and the right of all 
defendants to select their legal representatives and their right 

to a free and fair trial. All of these rights have been violated 

by the illegal and servile puppet regime and its American masters. 


Declaring that the defeat of the Grenada revolution marked a serious 
setback for the Caribbean revolution and, in fact, for the world 
revolution, the participants condemned the execution of Maurice Bishop 








and other revolutionaries and voiced the conviction that sooner rather 
than later the people of Grenada would take up the torch of national 
and social liberation that their beloved martyr and leader Maurice 


Bishop bequeathed to them. 


The First Consultative Meeting of Anti-Imperialist Organizations 

of the Caribbean and Central America condemned the criminal policies 

of U.S. imperialism throughout the region, in particular the prolonged 
blockade against the heroic people of Cuba and the escalating military 
aggression against their revolution. [It also expressed its greatest 
appreciation to the Communist Party of Cuba for sponsoring this gathering 
and providing the excellent working conditions that made it successful. 


The Consultative Meeting denounced the crude, multifaceted U.S. military 
intervention in Central America, the attacks on the heroic Sandinist 
People's Revolution in Nicaragua, the occupation of Honduras and 

the military, political and economic aid to the genocidal government 

of El Salvador that is futilely attempting to defeat the revolutionary 
grassroots war that the Salvadoran people are successfully waging. 


The First Consultative Meeting voiced its support for the heroic 
Guatemalan people in their struggle to establish a political system 

that respects human rights and assures the economic and social development 
of their nation. 


In addition, the meeting called for the independence of Puerto Rico 
and condemned imperialism's use of the island to organize military 
aggression against the other peoples in the region. 


The meeting denounced the plans to establish a military force in 

the eastern Caribbean under the control of the United States, because 
it would serve as a tool for intervention and pose a threat to the 
independence and sovereignty of the countries there. 


The participants expressed their solidarity with all of the world's 
peoples who are struggling for peace, democracy, social justice, 
national liberation and against colonialism, neocolonialism and imperialism. 


The Caribbean as a Region of Peace 
The meeting voiced the conviction that the struggle for peace cannot 
be divorced from the struggle for independence, economic development 


and social progress for our peoples. 


In this regard, they stated that in order for the Caribbean to become 
a region of peace the following objectives must be achieved: 


--The dismantling of all foreign military bases in the region, a 
ban on installing others and the elimination of nuclear weaponry. 











--A halt to all acts of military, political and economic aggression 
against the countries of the region in the form of economic blockades and 
the manipulation of international lending agencies, as well as to 

direct and indirect attempts to destabilize governments. 


--A ban on the use of mercenaries to carry out acts of aggression 
and on recruiting and training mercenaries in the region. 


--An end to the foreign colonial domination of certain territories 
in the region. 


-~-Noninterference and nonintervention in the internal affairs of 
nations in the region, and respect for their sovereignty and territorial 
integrity. 


--A halt to military maneuvers in the region, which harm the interests 
of nations. 


-~-No bilateral and multilateral military treaties between countries 
in the region and other countries. 


The First Consultative Meeting of Anti-Imperialist Organizations 

of the Caribbean concluded by calling on all of the region's peoples 
to forge the strongest possible unity and to redouble the implacable 
struggle for true independence, freedom, peace and social progress. 


Organizations and Parties That Support This Document 


Workers Party of Jamaica (Jamaica) 

Sandinist National Liberation Front (Nicaragua) 

Puerto Rican Socialist Party (Puerto Rico) 

Movement for National Unity (Saint Vicent) 

United People's Movement (Saint Vincent) 

Progressive Labor Party (Saint Lucia) 

Communist Party of Martinique (Martinique) 

Martiniquais Progressive Party (Martinique) 

Unified Delegation of the Left of the Dominican Republic (Socialist 
Bloc, Dominican Communist Party, Dominican Workers Party, Anti-Imperialist 
Patriotic Union) 

Workers Revolutionary Movement (Saint Lucia) 

February 18th Movement (Trinidad and Tobago) 

United Dominica Labor Party (Dominica) 

Dominica Liberation Movement (Dominica) 

Socialist Movement of Curacao (Curacao) 

Guayanese Socialist Party (Guyana) 

Movement for National Liberation (Barbados) 

Vanguard Nationalist and Socialist Party of the Banamas (The Bahamas ) 
Antigua Caribbean Liberation Movement (Antigua) 

Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (El Salvador) 
Revolutionary Democratic Front (El Salvador) 











People's Popular Movement ‘(Trinidad and Tobago) 
Unified Party of Haitian Communists (Haiti) 
People's National Congress (Guyana) 

Guatemalan National Revolutionary Unity (Guatemala) 
Maurice Bishop Patriotic Movement (Grenada) 
Guadaloupe Communist Party (Guadaloupe) 

Cuban Communist Party (Cuba) 
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INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


CARIBBEAN DEVELOPMENT BANK REPORTS FUNDING ACTIVITIES 
Bridgetown SUNDAY ADVOCATE in English 28 Oct 84 p l 


{[Zext] THE CARIBBEAN Development Bank's financing approvals for development 
activities in its borrowing member countries have now crossed the US$500 
million mark, the President of the Bank Mr. William G. Demas, announced 
yesterday following the ninety=-first meeting of its Board of Directors at the 
headquarters in Barbados. 


The figure includes loans, equity, contingent loans and grants, net of can- 
cellations, approved since CDB began operations in January 1970. 


It is a significant milestone, and underscores the important role which the 
institution has played in mobilising resources internationally for channelling 
to the 17 beneficiary states, from its very modest beginning with paid-up 
wapital of US $25 million, the Bank said. 


At their meeting yesterday, held under the chairmanship of Mr. Demas, the 
directors approved three project loans and one technical assistance grant, 
and also noted the prior approval by the President of three other technical 
assistance grants. Overall, these loans and grants total more than US $4.7 
million. 


The directors also authorised the conclusion of a co-operation agreement under 
which the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) will provide assistance 
for a new phase of CDB's Caribbean Technological Consultancy Services Network, 
the pilot project of which has shown it to be very efiective in mobilising and 
applying regional technological expertise to the needs of regional industry. 


The three projects approved comprise a fifth industrial estates loan (for US 
$1 533 000) to the Government of Dominica, a fourth industrial estate loan 
(for US $2 316 000 to the Government of St. Kitts and Nevis, and a private 
sector loan to Anguilla--US $715 200 to the Masara Resort Company of that 
island. 


Through the new industrial estate loans, the two countries will over the next 
few years be able to provide foreign and local entrepreneurs with 142 000 
square feet for additional factory space for establishing new industries or 
expanding existing ones. 














Such projects within the LDCs and the Bank's financing approvals exemplify 
the continuing thrust by these territories to industrialise and thereby 
diversify the bases of their economies, and also the CDB's emphasis on 
productive sector activity, in order to generate employment, conserve foreign 
exchange through import substitution, and strengthen fureign exchange earning 
capability through inere.sed exports. 


For the St. Kitts and Nevis project, the executing agency is the National 
Development Bank, and the loan goes towards construction of a total of 80 000 
square feet « industrial space at Ponds Pasture and at Bird Rock, both in 
St. Kitts, a . Prospect, in Nevis. 


Earlier CDB financing of industrial estates in St. Kitts and Nevis has helped 
to provide 11 factory shells with 79 500 square feet of floor space. 


In Dominica, the Agricultural, Industrial and Development Bank is the execut- 
ing agency, and this adds this fifth CDB-funded industrial estate project to 
four earlier ones which it has satisfactorily executed, involving approx imate- 
ly 78 000 square feet of floor space. 


The loan to the Anguilla Masara Resort will result in significant expansion of 
the island's tourism plant. The resort, constructed during the past two years, 
has two two-bedroom and four one-bedroom partments and is situated at Katouche 
Bay, one of the many sheltered and picturesque beach areas that are part of 
Anguilla's attractions. 


The CDB loan will finance the construction, furnishing and equipping of seven 
two-bedroom apartments, a restaurant, gift shop, office facilities, and con- 
struction of a lawn tennis court. 


The project will help to generate additional tourist traffic to Anguilla, 
increase foreign exchange earnings, and provide additional employment for 
Anguillans during the construction and operational phases. 


The newly-announced technical assistance grants include one which met the ex- 
penses for about 30 project sponsors from the LDCs to attend a UNIDO invest- 
ment promotion meeting in Barbados October 22-25 so that they might have direct 
contact with potential investors from North America, Europe and the Far East. 


Another grant will finance a study to investigate the feasibility of establish- 
ing a regional mortgage finance facility for the member countries of the Organ- 
isation of Eastern Caribbean States, which would more readily respond to the 
housing needs, especially of low-income families. 


CDB is also providing grant funding to help the Toucan match company of Belize 
to improve its production capability and quality control. 


CSO: 3298/151 














INTER-AMERICA!N AFFAIRS 


GUYANA HOSTS REGIONAL MEETING ON MILK PRODUCTION 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 31 Oct 84 pp 1, 4 
[Article by George Alleyne] 


[Excerpts] PRIME MINISTER Desmond Hoyte yesterday told a group of Caribbean 
dairy production researchers that the importation of milk is inconsistent with 
the development of local dairy industries in the region. 


He said that there could be no increase in domestic milk production if a 
policy, under whici there was the importation of "cheap milk," is pursued. 

He supplemented these remarks with a reference to the practice in certain 
European countries where milk is exported at a price 40 per cent cheaper than 
that sold on the domestic market. He explained that by a policy of price sup- 
port those countries dumped their surplus on the rest of the world while sub- 
sidising their local farmers. 


Thirty-eight dairy specialists listened to the Prime Minister's statements at 
the Ogle Management Training Centre at the beginning of a two-day workshop on 
milk production systems. This is the third such workshop sponsored by the 
Caribbean Agricultural and Research Development Institute, (CARDI) and it 
brings together persons from the Eastern Caribbean, the Universities of the 
West Indies and Guyana, the National Dairy Development Programme, LIDCO, the 
Ministry of Agriculture, the MMA, and Gaibank. Discussions will centre on the 
achievements of the Moblissa Dairy Project. 


In the opening address Cde Hoyte urged the participants to see milk production 
and strategies for its increase as part of the overall policy for increased 
food production in the Region. He said that they must recognise milk as one 
ot the foods to be produced to ensure overall well being. 


In the address which was generally critical of the regional practice of high 
imports, the Prime Minister recalled that years ago Guyana was self-sufficient 
in milk with vendors selling the item from door to door. But, he said that 
"because of our yearing for sophistication," condensed and other forms of 
processed milk were imported and local dairy production was neglected. He 
said "we adopted a policy which undermined the local dairy industry. 

















The Prime Minister read statements made in 1980 by the former Caricom top man 
in which Demas said that increased food production must be made a priority in 
the 1980s, and projected the pushing up of food prices, by the exporting 
countries, beyond the reach of the masses of the importing countries. 


Cde Hoyte declared that the most important issue in the world today is food. 
lie said that this is not widely recognised because it does not capture banner 
headlines unless many people die from starvation. However, he said that 
despite this "conspiracy of Silence’, food is the basic issue in the world 
and is a major weapon of developed countries in Cominating the Third World. 


CSO: 3298/151 
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PERUVIAN MINISTER TO PROPOSE LATIN AMERICAN FISHING BANK 
Lima EL COMERCIO in Spanish 1 Nov 84 p A-7 


[Text] Peru has devised the organization of the Latin American Fishing Bank, a 
plan that will be submitted on the occasion of the Second Latin American 
Congress on Fishing, which will take place in Lima on 22 November, attended 

by 16 ministers of fisheries from the nations which are members of the Latin 
American Economic System (SELA). 


This plan was made public yesterday when Minister Ismael Benavides departed 
for Nicaragua. SELA's Fifth Meeting of Ministers of Fisheries will take place 
in Managua, and there will be an official inauguration of the Latin American 
Organization for Fishing Development (OLDEPESCA), which will replace SELA's 
Fishing Committee. Lima will be the headquarters of that new agency, and a 
Peruvian will be its executive director. 


In brief comments, Minister Benavides declared that, at this SELA meeting, 
he would speak on the topic "the new regulations on trawling in Peruvian 
waters,'' which, as everyone knows, call for fishing operations between 30 
and 200 miles for the sardine, yellow jack and mackerel species. 


In view of the hastiness of Minister Benavides’ departure, a spokesman for 
the Ministry of Fisheries provided more details. He noted that the Russian 
fishing fleet was already operating on the basis of these new regulations, 
with 20 units, in the context of the new Peruvian-Soviet fishing agreement. 
Peru receives 15 percent of the total catch of the aforementioned species. 
The Soviet firm is Sovriflot, represented in Peru by the Pacifico Enterprise, 
added the informant. 


As for the Latin American Fishing Bank, it was said that its creation has been 
based on the increasingly severe shortage of loans and available financing. 
Peru plans to have every SELA member nation contribute a sum for the creation 
of this bank, which would be the financing entity for Latin American fishing 
operations. 


From Nicaragua, where the ministers’ meeting will end tomorrow, Benavides will 
continue on to New York and Washington, to hold a series of interviews regard- 
ing technological problems and financial aspects relating to his sector. 

2909 

CSO: 3348/110 
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BRIEFS 


TRANSANDEAN RAILROAD PROJECT REVIVED--Concepcion--Reactivation of the 
Lonquimay--Zapala Transandean railroad project halted since 1940--a route 
that would open spectacular economic prospects between Chile and 
Argentina--was announced in this city by the director general of railroads, 
Jorge Correa. That official said that he would make contact with the 
Latin American Railroad Association (ALAF) for that purpose. "Our idea 
is to participate as soon as possible in the reactivation of this project. 
We have the study but it is necessary to update prices and to request 

the direct action of both governments in this," he said. Correa pointed 
out that the Lonquimay-Zapala connection stems from a treaty signed 

by Chile and Argentina in 1936, when both nations pledged to build two 
transandean railways: the first, the Antofagasta-Salta, which is in 
operation; and the one that is projected, which was never realized. 

"We were more ambitious and built it. We are 40 kilometers from the 
border with Argentina," he said. The project was halted in 1940. At 
that time, Chile built the 4,580 meter-long tunnel called "Las Raices," 
in the border area (Lonquimay). He maintained that the project 
represented extraordinary benefits for both countries. For Argentina, 

it means a natural outlet for all the products from the south to the 
Pacific via the coast of the 7th Region; for Chile, the import of wheat 
and the export of timber. Both activities are fresently carried out by 
sea and through the city of Osorno, respectively. [Excerpt] [Santiago 
EL MERCURIO in Spanish 13 Oct 84 p C-1] 8711 


PERU FINDS CHILEAN GUILTY--Trial judge Ruben Mansilla San Miguel, of the 43d 
court, and prosecutor Lidio Marticorena Gaspar, of the 35th prosecutor's 
office, have found the Chilean Hernan Toro Pineda criminally liable for the 
crime of espionage. The judge and prosecutor reached this conclusion after 
having investigated for 10 months the activities in which Toro Pineda was 
engaged associated with the charge of espionage brought against him by the 
police, after his mission was learned from intelligence equipment. According 
to the magistrates, Toro Pineda accumulated important photos and valuable 
reports on facilities of strategic interest to the nation's defense. Toro 
Pineda was arrested in Piura at the beginning of this year. His capture 
occurred as he was taking photos in the vicinity of the air base in that city. 
Subsequently, the police seized from him many photos of the North Peruvian oil 
pipeline and the Bayobar phosphates plant. [Text] [Lima EL COMERCIO in Spanish 
2 Nov 84 p A-13] 2909 
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ANGUILLA 


BRIEFS 


STORM DAMAGE--THE VALLEY, Thurs., (Cana)--More than a week of torrential rain 
and high winds caused $5 million worth of damage in this tiny British colony, 
the Finance Ministry reported today. Major casualty was hipping, with at 
least four boats being sunk and several others damaged, the Ministry said. 
The Government-owned Sarah, a steel-hulled ship used for bringing cement 
here, was one of those which sank. Government officials said the list of 
casualties included steel-hulled pleasure boats, yachts and fishing vessels, 
some of which were driven ashore or onto reefs. Trees were uprooted, tele- 
phone and electricity lines knocked down and corrugated iron sheets blown off 
houses in several parts of the island. Government officials said some crops 
had been damaged and there were reports of livestock being lost. [Text ] 
[Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 9 Nov 84 p 5] 
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ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 


GOVERNMENT CRITICIZED FOR IGNORING UNIONS, WORKERS 
St Johns THE WORKERS VOICE in English 27 Oct 84 pl 
[Article by R. A. Bascus] 


[Text] The Govt. of Antigua and Barbuda, true to form, has again ignored the 
unions, when discussing matters affecting workers, and the economy of the 
country as a whole. 


First of all the Lower House passed amendments to the Industrial Court Act, 
without consulting the workers organizations in the country. They have also 
previously agreed to accept the Nassau understanding, which to us lesser 
people in the union, seems like a blue print for social disruption. In other 
words a "mini I.M.F. 


All Govt. employees are now due for an increase in wages and salaries. These 
include Civil Servants, Teachers, Nurses and all non-established workers, 
whose negotiations have already commenced. It is rumored all around the 
place that the Govt. is not in a position to offer any general increase to its 
employees within the foreseeable future. However, they would be inclined to 
make adjustments where necessary in hard luck cases. If this rumor is true 

it is in keeping with the Nassau Understanding which desires wage restrains 
for all Govt. workers in the Caricom territories. 


Apparently most member states have already indicated their willingness to ac- 
cept these conditions. Maybe, just, maybe, that this is the source of the ru- 
mors here in Antigua and Barbuda, about the Govt. would not be granting any 
increase to public workers. Out of this Mini I.M.F. document comes something 
referred to as “Structural Adjustment" which favours the M.D.C.s at the expense 
of the LDC's, especially Jamaica, Trinidad and Tobago and Guyana. Imagine 
regional Govts. placing rest:rictions on lumber from extra-regional countries, 
so that one would have to buy green heart wood from Guyana which is nearly 
three times as expensive. That would be the end of homes for poor people. 
Hard Times! These small islands would also be expected to buy from other 
Caricom countries and further afield at present. 


Trinidadians have to wait for at least a whole year for delivery after order- 


ing a car made in that territory. Imagine how long we small islanders would 
have to wait for a new car. Hard times again! While Jamaica would be allowed 
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to import from any part of the world these small islands cannot do so, as 

more items would be placed under restriction. Hard times once more! Before 

I run into deeper water in the economic matters, I am not writing anymore un- 
till I discuss the whole "Nassau Understanding" with my Executive colleague, 
economist Rupert 'Rugby' Lake, whose expertise in such matters are never 
utilized by his own Govt, who instead rely on the economists from the M.D.C.'s. 


The Chamber of Commerce did a very detailed study of the entire document, and 
have come to the conclusion that if it is implemented an immediate increase 
in the cost of living of between 15% and 30% could be expected. More Hard 
Times! Even the Chamber of Commerce, which is normally conservative and 
business oriented, has told the Govt. that they could not under those cir- 
cumstance approve a wage restraint. If the Chamber can say this what about 
the Workers organizations. Fifteen (15) to thirty (30) per cent increase in 
cost of Living and no increase for workers since 1981. Study that carefully. 
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ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 


BRIEFS 


COMMITTEE ON HOTELS--A Committee appointed by the Deputy Prime Minister the 
Honourable Lester Bird, has been formed to address the needs of the Small 
ilotels, Guest houses and local Restaurants in Antigua and Barbuda. The 
Committee, comprising five is made up of three members of the Antigua Small 
Hotel Association; Mr. Hugh Piggott, Chairman, Mr. Hilson Baptiste, Restau- 
ranteur and Mr. Joseph Michael, Hotelier. Mrs. Naomi Piggot of the Piggots- 
ville Hotel has been nominated by the Minister and Mr. Douglas Howie has 
been assigned the post of Consultant to the Committee. The Deputy Prime 
Minister, Honourable Lester Bird is the Chairman. The Committee held its 
first meeting on Friday September 21st where Mr. Bird expressed the advocacy 
of the Government of Antigua and Barbuda in the area of local ownership, 
participation and management of tourism facilities by the establishing of the 
Committee as a mechanism to assist in the development, improvement and ef- 
ficiency of small hotels and restaurants. Among the areas raised at the 
meeting for further discussion and implementation were - strategies to in- 
crease the occupancy levels of the small hotels; systems where by the local 
restaurants can better promote Antiguan cuisine while increasing their 
revenue, and consideration of standards whereby the small hotels and local 
restaurants may make a greater impact on tourism development in Antigua and 
Barbuda. [Text] [St Johns THE WORKERS VOICE in English 24 Oct 84 p 6] 
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BAHAMAS 


FNM SCOFFS AT PINDLING CLAIM OF HELPING INVESTMENT 
Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 30 Oct 84 pp 1, 10 


[Text] THE "network of red tape," which Prime Minister Pindling said invest- 
ors had to be guided through, has been used to discourage and frustrate in- 
vestors to the point that many leave, not to return. 


"This red tape of which Sir Lynden talks," said a Free National Movement 
statement issued today, "has been talked about since 1967, but very little 
has been done to disentangle it. In fact it has been used to discourage and 
frustrate potential investors to the point where many just leave and never 
return. Hundreds of millions of dollars in capital and thousands of jobs 
have been lost as a result.” 


The FNM were referring to a statement made by the Prime Minister in a speech 
to PLP delegates attending the party's 29th annual convention when he told 
delegates that once an investor has been identified "we must be prepared to 
lead him and guide him through the reduced network of red tape until the 
Government places its stamp of approval on his application.” 


The FNM said that as long as the PLP are in power "no amount of talk will re- 
store confidence in the Bahamas. If they care any for the country they would 
step down now." 


Following is the text of the FNM statement: 


"Amid the brabado, distortions, rehashing of old promises and pleas for re- 
demption in Prime Minister Sir Lynden's speech Friday evening were some 
particles of truth. 


"The Prime Minister said that the task of his Government to promote local and 
foreign investment “over the next few years is absolutely clear." 


"This has been the task of the PLP Government from the day it took power and 
will continue to be the task of any Government of the Bahamas not just over 
the next few years but for the foreseeable future. Apart from the issue of 
corruption this has been the greatest failure of the PLP Government. 
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"In 1967 when the PLP took over there was an adequate flow of investment 
capital which kept employment for Bahamians at a hundred percent and more. 

The prospect of a prosperous future for all Bahamians were bright and shiny 
as even more investment capital was waiting to come in. Prime Minister 
Pindling himself boasted in 1967 of the hundreds of millions of dollars knock- 
ing on the door. 


“But instead of encouraging this capital inflow, which would have provided 
wore than enough jobs for our growing population of young people, the PLP 
vovernment ina few years unleashed as if by deliberation a campaign to dis- 
courage foreign investment and destroy the confidence which reputable invest- 
ors had in the Bahamas. 





‘The second city of Freeport, which was built by foreign investment and pro- 
vided almost unlimited opportunities for young Bahamians, was a prime target 
of destruction for Mr Pindling and his Deputy A D Hanna. Between the two 

of them and those who supported them in the PLP, Freeport development was 
brought to a standstill and then set into reverse. 


"The voices of those who opposed this suicidal policy inside the PLP were 
totally ignored as Messrs Pindling and Hanna set about their madness with a 
vengeance, The disagreement in the party flared into the open in 1969 and by 
1970 some PLP Cabinet Ministers and MPs were so thoroughly disillusioned that 
they supported a vote of no-confidence in the Prime Minister. This was how 
the FNM came into being. 


"We repeat this bit of history now because we think it is absolutely essential 
that the thousands of jobless young people today should know exactly who are 
responsible for the sad state of affairs they have to endure. The architects 
of destruction are none other than Lynden Pindling and all those who have sup- 
ported him up to this day. 


‘The FNM has been preaching since 1970 the importance of encouraging outside 
capiral. The dishonest and stupid response we got from the PLP Government 
all t:hese years was that the FNM wanted to sell the country to foreigners. 
It should be clear to everyone now who wanted to sell the country and to the 
likes of Carlos Lehder and Luis "Kojak" Garcia. 


"Sir Lynden said Friday night that once an investor has been identified "we 
must be prepared to lead him and guide him through the red:ced network of red 
tape until the Government places its stamp of approval on his application." 


"This red tape of which Sir Lynden talks has been talked about since 1967 
but very little has been done to disentangle it. Im fact it has been used 
to discourage and frustrate potential investors to the point where many just 
leave and never return. Hundreds of millions of dollars in capital and 
thousands of jobs have been lost as a result. 


"The red tape has been used by an assortment of PLP influence peddlers, con- 
artists and crooks to suck money out of prospective investors and so further 
discourage them and give the country a bad name in the outside world. Sir 
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Lynden and the PLP Government have known this for a long time and yet they 
have done little or nothing to stop it. 


"Sir Lynden Pindling and the PLP have been the destroyers of our nation and 
no amount of half-hearted confessions will make them anything else. As long 
as they are in power no amount of talk will restore confidence in the 
Bahamas. If they care any for the country they would step down now. 


"We remind them of a statement attributed to Winston Churchill: ‘After con- 
fession comes penance; not power!'" 


CSO: 3298/149 
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CENTRAL BANK ISSUES ANNUAL ECONOMIC REPORT FOR 1983 
Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 31 Oct 84 p 1 
[Article by Athena Damianos] 


[fext] BAHAMIANS are going to have to tighten their belts and modify their 
lifestyles if there is to be any meaningful improvement in the economy. 


This grim news is bourne out in the Central Bank's Annual Report for 1983, 
which shows that a sharp rise in imports (non oil) totally offset an increase 
in export receipts. The current account registered a deficit of $51.9 million 
compared with $2.5 million the previous year because of the deterioration 

in the trade deficit. 


This means that the country is spending significantly more on imports than it 
earns. It also follows a warning by Central Bank Governor William Allen in 
February, that unless Bahamians can make some "tremendous adjustments" to 
their lifestyle, "there is no way to expand the economy except by borrowing” 
or through foreign investment. 


Prime Minister Lynden Pindling, who took over the Ministry of Finance 

October 9, must also recognize the sluggish state of the economy. Sir Lynden 
told a national TV audience that he was given a mandate by PLP parliamentarians 
to stimulate the economy by attracting investment, both foreign and local. It 
appears that measures will have to be taken to set the economy on an even 

keel. 


The Central Bank Report shows that the country's unpredictably high deficit 
for 1983 was financed through Government borrowing. 


Government, which once prided itself on borrowing only for capital develop- 
ment, was forced to take measures when the overall 1983 deficit rose to an esti- 
mated $106.5 million--$14.4 million (15.6%) above that recorded in 1982, and 
almost double the projected deficit of $55,999 million. 


This is a clear indication that the country's short term economic prospects 
are not too bright. Instead of borrowing for capital development which would 
generate additional incor, the Bahamas--like many other countries--has now 
been forced to borrow to make up for loss of revenue. 
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The Annual Report said that the overall 1983 deficit was financed through 
short term and long term, domestic and foreign borrowing. 


"The deficit was financed from long term borrowing in the form of registered 
stock totalling $75 million and from a final drawdown of $20 million on a 
foreign currency loan. The remaining portion was covered by short term 
advances from commercial banks," the Annual Report said. The ‘final draw- 
down of $20 million" appears to refer to a $150 loan which, among other 
things, was borrowed to build the Cable Beach Hotel and Casino. 


The current account deficit on the balance of payments widened by $6.4 
million in 1983 (14.1%), ‘reflecting for most part a deteriorating trade 
balance," the Report said. 


The marked decline in the capital account surplus resulted from a decline in 
private sector investment following the completion of the Franklin Chemical 
plant in Freeport in 1982 and the reduced public sector inflows with the 
completion of the Cable Beach Hotel. In otherwords, there has been on new 
major investment since these two projects were completed. 


Preliminary estimates for the fiscal years 1983 showed revenue receipts of 
$299.6 million, $3.9 million above 1982. However, this is $27.5 million 
below the approved estimates for 1983. 


"Preliminary data on the Government's finance statistics suggest a tight 
fiscal position,'' the Report warns. 


Revenues rose marginally by 1.3 per cent as the 30.2 per cent decline recorded 
in non tax revenue was "totally offset" by the increase in tax revenues in the 
1984 Budget. A new round of tax increases is likely in the 1985 Budget. 


Capital expenditure was down in 1983 by 14.2 per cent, while recurrent expen- 
diture grew by ll per cent. 


According to the Annual report, preliminary estimates of tourist expenditure 
suggest a substantial growth in total foreign exchange earnings of $63.4 
million or 9,7 per cent to $717.9 million. Stopover visitors estimated ex- 
penditure totalled $668.8 million, an increase of $53.6 million, with cruise 
visitors spending up by $9.8 million to $49.1 million. Residents travelling 
abroad were estimated to spend $95.5 million or $8.8 million less than in 
1982. 
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GOVERNMENT VOWS COMMITMENT TO DRUGS TASK FORCE REPORT 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 31 Oct 84 p 1 


[Article by Colin Higgins] 


{Text ] 


THE BAHAMAS Govern- 
ment today released the Report 
of the National Drug Task 
Force and said it is ‘‘fully 
committed’’ to the implementa- 
tion, ‘‘as¢far as possible,’ of 
the recommendations of the 
Task Force ‘‘over a period of 
time.”’ | 

‘The commitment is contained 
in a Bahamas Information 
Services release, which 
accompanied the 96-page sky 
blue covered dossier. 

However, the report released 
today is missing 92 pages from 
the section entitled ‘‘Drug 
Control’”’ and 45 pages of 
appendices. The omissions were 
noticed while comparing to- 
day’s report with a copy dated 
the 15th of this month. 

The release accompanying 
today’s report states that Gov- 
ernment ‘‘is pleased to an- 
nounce that if will move imme- 
diately’’ to appoint a permanent 
National Drug Council, convert 
the vacant Girl’s Industrial 
School building into a 30-bed 
extension of the Sandilands 
Rehabilitation Centre, and 
conduct ‘‘a detailed study,’’ 
including requirements for 
expanded infrastructure, on 
converting a suitable site for use 
as a therapeutic centre for 
long-term drug rehabilitation. 

The recommendations of the 
Task Force report call for the 
construction of a 60-bed build- 
ing to house chronic patients 
and construction of a model 
drug treatment unit at San- 
dilands to deal with detoxifica- 
tion; a comprehensive 
diug/alcohol rehabilitation 
centre. 
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For Grand Bahama, de- 
scribed in the report as having 
“the most pervasive cocaine 
addiction problem’’ of the Fam- 
ily Islands, the immediate dev- 
elopment of an ‘outpatient, 
day-care facility based on a 
programme of group therapy, 
urine testing and_ individual 
counselling, is recommended. 

“The next step would be to 
develop an inpatient 
unit/halfway house programme 
on the premises,’’ the report 
States. It recommends that Gov- 
ernment work along with 
Operation Hope - a Grand 
Bahama based private voluntary 
group fighting drug abuse - to 
develop the programmes 
advised. 

The agency operating the 
Drug Action Service is en- 
couraged in its efforts to open a 
halfway house and is advised to 
examine other community pro- 
jects such as Hope House and 
Rosetta House to learn from 
their accomplishments and 
mistakes. 

The report suggests the Drug 
Action Service consider a pro- 
gramme to support relatives of 
drug addicts. 

Expressing an awareness that 
a large percentage of persdns 
entering prison and industrial 
schools have drug problems, the 
report states a need for further 
development of consulting 
services provided by staff from 
Sandilands. 

‘“‘Recognizing the pervasive- 
ness of our drug and alcohol 
problem,’’ says the report, 
“there is an urgent need to 
develop a cadre of well trained 
staff in substance abuse treat- 
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ment. The Task Force recom- 
mends that effective liaisons be 
arranged with well respected 
drug treatment programmes in 
the United States to provide 
training for staff.’’ It is noted 
that the US Embassy has 
offered to help in this regard. 

The monitoring of new pro- 
grammes for quality, 
effectiveness, and outcome 
follow-up is said to be impor- 
tant. ‘‘This is the only way to 
develop a meaningful data bank 
to help with streamlining’’ and 
planning of programmes 
especially from a cost 
effectiveness and qualitative 
point of view, continues the 
report. 

Other recommendations 
concein the Ministry of Youth 
giving further consideration to 
the development of a ‘‘Youth 
Corp’”’ w.th mandatory service 
for certain individuals; legisla- 
tion for mandatory urine tests 
for drugs to be administered to 
all drivers involved in fatal or 
serious traffic accidents as well 
as persons accused of serious 
crimes involving violence 

Continues the report: ‘‘It is 
recommended for departments 
and professionals working in 
sensitive areas such as _ the 
Police Force, the Defence 
Force, Customs, the Medical 
Professions, Nursing and Pilots 
that there be established mech- 
anisms for screening for drug 
abuse.”’ 

Strict control should be 
placed on the importation and 
sale of articles such as syringes, 
hypodermic needles and test 


‘tubes, the National Drug Task 


Force Report states. 











TULL DISCUSSES TROOP STAY IN GRENADA, OTHER AREA ISSUES 


Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 27 Oct 84 p 1 


[Text } 


CSO: 


No firm decision has been made 
on when the Barbadian forces and 
other personnel in Grenada will 
return home. 

Mr. Louis Tull, Foreign Affairs 
Minister, told a Press 
conference yesterday that while 
it was thought, at the time the 
forces went into Grenada last October, 
that they would withdraw as soon as 
there was firm Government control, no 
decision had been made as to whether 
the Barbadians would leave im- 
mediately after the December 3 
general elections in Grenada. 

The Barbados Minister said that 
there had been calls by a number of the 
main political parties in Grenada for 
the multi-national forces to remain 
after the general elections. 

He said it was widely believed by 
these politicians that there might be 
further disturbances and instability on 
the island if there was a too hasty 
removal of the multi-national forces. 

For this reason, Mr. Tull said, the 
Barbados Government was leaving its 
options open for the moment as to 
whether to pull out or stay. 

He did not agree that the presence of 
Barbadian policemen in Grenada was 
resulting in any major shortage of 
policemen in Barbados adding “.....if it 
was tine view of the Government that 
there was a shortage of policemen in 
Barbados then policemen would be 
recruited.”’ 

He said 50 Barbadians will be trained 
at the next training session at the 
Regional Police Training Centre. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Tull said that the 
Barbados mission in Grenada, headed 
by former Permanent Secretary Mr. 
Walter Burke, was intended to be there 
only as long as Barbadian personnel 
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were on the island. 

He, however, said that this decision 
would come up for review since Bar- 
bados was trying to strengthen its 
relations with Caribbean States. 

He said that for the future, Barbados 
will be looking very closely to see how it 
can use its resources, diplomatically 
and otherwise to get the best results 
regionally. 

The country is looking towards ap 
pointing consuls to all the Caribbean 
territories. Mr. Tull said there were 
already consuls in Jamaica, Haiti and 
Guyana and at the moment a number of 
recommendations were being studied 
for appointments in other Caricom 
countries. 

In respect of Trinidad and Tobago, he 
said no firm date had been set for the 
exchange of High Commissioners 
between Barbados and Trinidad. 

He, however, said that he had been 
receiving ‘‘firm signals’’ from Trinidad 
and the exchange could occur in the not 
too distant future. 

Relations between Barbados and 
Trinidad cooled last year during the 
Grenada intervention when Prime 
Minister Mr. Tom Adams asked for the 
withdrawal of the then resident 
Trinidad High Commissioner to Bar- 
bados Mr. Basil Pitt. 

Trinidad then asked Barbados to 
postpone sending a High Commissioner 
there. 

Mr. Tull said he would describe the 
state of relations between the two 
countries as ‘‘normal”’ and said there 
was constant consultation between the 
two Governments. ly 

He said that next week, a team of 
Government officials will be going to 
Port-of-Spain to discuss a number of bi- 
lateral issues including trade, banking, 
civil aviation and education. 


BARBADOS 




















BARBADOS 


ADAMS UNVEILS PACKAGE OF NEW FINANCIAL MEASURES 
Funding Schemes 
FL240032 Bridgetown CANA in English 2347 GMT 23 Oct 84 


[Text] Bridgetown, 23 Oct (CANA)--Barbados Prime Minister Tom Adams, faced 
with an economy beset by continuing difficulties in its major export sectors 
and rising unemployment, today unveiled a package of financial measures de- 
Signed to bolster public finances and protect the balance of payments while at 
the same time offering relief to the vital tourist industry. 


The measures, which include a doubling of the stamp duty (to 10 percent from 
tomorrow) and an increase in the common external tariff (CET) (also from to- 
morrow) balanced by reductions in consumption and land taxes, were announced 
during a ministerial statement at today's sitting of the House of Assembly, 
six months after the last annual budget speech in Aprii. The revenue measures 
are projected to yield an additional 14 million dollars (1 Bdos dollar ; 50 
cents U.S.) this fiscal year. 


In addition, Adams said government was examining a scheme to permit the restruc- 
turing of the corporation tax and discussions would be held shortly with the 
private sector on the method of its application. 


"Although the intention of the scheme is to facilitate expansion in the private 
sector and the creation of additional jobs," he said, "its application will be 
somewhat different from that of the unemployment levy, which was charged di- 
rectly on the payrolls of employers." 


Adams also offered a special package of concessions to the ailing tourist in- 
dustry consequent upon a study done by the Barbados Development Bank (BDB). 
It includes provision of an additional 1.1 million dollars for promotion and 
marketing, an amendment to the Hotels Aid Act to expand the category of duty- 
free imports of materials and equipment, a restructuring of water rates for 
hotels, an incentive scheme for taxi owners, the abolition of the eight per- 
cent tax on hire car rentals effective tomorrow, and the compulsory inclusion 
of the hotel and restaurant sales tax in the price of items to which they ap- 
ply from a date to be negotiated. 
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The prime minister, who is also minister of finance, raised the ceiling of the 
tax on house rentals (for tourists), which since 1977 has been applied on 
rents of 600 dollars or over, to 1,000 dollars monthly or from 20 to 33 dol- 
lars daily, effective next January. In addition, with effect from tomorrow, 
he has removed the annual 30 dollar license fee on video tape recorders, 
introduced in the last budget, following widespread complaints that it con- 
stituted a form of double-taxation for TV-set owners. 


Adams said that in its search for funds to meet government's on-going pro- 
gramme of capital expenditure, consideration had to be given to whether the 
private sector would be deprived of needed investment funds, and it was deter- 
mined that there was no noticeable shortage of capital in the market. In 
fact, figures show that the Treasury has offered 585 million dollars in bills 
this year aud they have been over subscribed by more than 50 million dollars, 
a total of 637.1 million dollars having been tendered. 


"Government's domestic borrowing...will therefore be limited to the issue 

this week of 2.5 million dollars in government savings bonds, which will be 
offered to the public on Thursday, 25 October, on the usual terms, including 
income tax concessions on holdings up to 50,000 dollars," Adams said. He 

said the funds raised from the issue, along with surplus funds generated from 
today's proposals, after meeting the cost of the public sector wage settlement, 
would go directly into developmental spending "to create jobs and to improve 
the quality of life in our country." 


Adams also announced a plan to provide at least 1,000 house spots for sale 
through the national housing corporation by the end of next year and that 
government was negotiating with the World Bank for substantial funding of its 
sites and services programmes over a further five-year period. 


He said notwithstanding the 10 million U.S. dollars in American aid funds for 
housing improvement, there was still a significant shortage of mortgage funds, 
and to meet the shortfall, the Central Bank would underwrite an issue or issues 
of 10 million dollars in housing bonds to raise funds for the state-run Barba- 
dos Mortgage Finance Corporation, including monies to be allocated to the Pub- 
lic Officers Housing Loan Fund. 


He also spoke of physical development projects, which are likely to start 
within the next 18 months, including a new Supreme Court complex--a programme 
he said would provide more than 1,000 jobs, a 60 million U.S. dollar 75-mile 
road works project and a 24.6 million U.S. dollar fishing harbour for Bridge- 
town. 


Adams stressed that the island's economic condition was not at its lowest ebb, 
with the government having achieved low inflation and some balance of payments 
stability, while unemployment had fallen in the third quarter of the year com- 
pared with the second quarter. "Nonetheless, it was impossible to embark on 
any programme of development without the fiscal improvements that I hope my 
proposals will ensure," he said. 
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He added that the closest possible watch must be kept on the foreign re- 
serves, which are projected to fall by a small amount this year as a result 
of debt repayments, and because of the continued liquidity of the 60 million 
U.S. dollars tied up in the Caricom Multilateral Clearing Facility (an inter- 
governmental trade payments scheme). "It would have been highly imprudent 

to attempt to carry out any expansionary programmes from borrowed funds alone 
in such conditions without raising additional funds from taxation," Adams 
said. 


Additional Details 
Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 24 Oct 84 p 1 


[Excerpt] Effective today, the Stamp Duty on imported goods will be raised 
from five to 10 per cent on the Cost, Insurance, Freight (CIF) value of the 
goods. 


It is estimated that this increase will raise additional revenue of $10 mil- 
lion in the remaining months of this financial year and $20 million ina full 
year. 


Also effective today, the rates of duty in the Common External Tariff (CET) 
on a range of items available from regional sources is to be increased by 15 
per cent. 


This is in keeping with an agreement between Caricom Heads of Government and 
the Caricom Council of Ministers that such increases would stimulate expan- 
sion of manufacturing output and trade within Caricom by giving higher levels 
of protection to goods that can be produced in the region. 


Mr. Adams said that the increased would also generate additional revenues for 
Governments and in some cases in Barbados could have led to price increases 
which he considered excessive. 


As a result, he announced that in cases where the combined effect on retail 
prices of the higher Common External Tariff and the increased Stamp Duty 
would be unreasonable, the Consumption Tax would either be removed or reduced. 


Effective today, Consumption Tax is to be removed from sweetened cocoa powder, 
pineapples prepared or preserved other than by freezing, sugar confectionery, 
chocolate confectionery, soaps, falling under tariff heading 34.01, tyres for 
buses, lorries and cars, all woods and lumber under tariff heading 44 and 
television sets. 


Consumption Tax will be reduced on air-conditioners, refrigerators, oil and air 
filters for motor cars, electric stoves, switchgear for motor vehicles and 
other switchgear, brake fittings for motor vehicles and electric gramophones 
and record players. 





The situation will be under constant review and further changes in the con- 
sumption tax will be made if necessary to maintain price stability, Mr. Adams 
said. 


These proposals are expected to bring in net revenue of $4 million. 


Effective from this Land Tax year, the rates of land tax will be reduced. 
On the site value of each parcel of unimproved land the first $100 000 will 
be charged at one per cent and over $100 000 at 1.5 per cent on the excess. 
The tax was previously 1.25 per cent on unimproved land up to $50 000 and 2 
per cent over $50 000. 


On the improved value of each parcel of land, the first $300 000 will now be 
charged at 0.4 per cent and over $300 000 at 1 per cent on excess. Previous- 
ly the tax was 0.5 per cent on land up to $250 000 and one per cent on land 
over $250 000. 


Mr. Adams said the tax on most properties was therefore reduced by 20 per 
cent. He, however, noted that property-owners could still expect to pay more 
tax than last year if their property values had increased by more than 20 per 
cent. 


He announced incentives to the private sector for the creation of additional 
jobs and said Government was now examining a scheme which will permit the re- 
structuring of the Corporation Tax. 
Discussions are to be held shortly with representatives of the private sector 
on the manner in which the scheme will be applied, he said. 

Warning on Rise in COL 


Bridgetown THE NATION in English 25 Oct 84 p 3 


[Excerpt] BARBADIANS will not immediately feel the effects of that five per- 
cent increase on stamp duty on goods coming into the island. 


But they can brace themselves for a cost of living increase when the current 
stock of imported goods become exhausted. 


This was the word from a number of business places yesterday, as they reacted 
to the new measure announced by Prime Minister Tom Adams in the House of As- 
sembly on Tuesday. 


Barbadian importers will now pay ten percent in stamp duty on the c.i.f. 
value of all imported goods. 











DLP Reaction 
Bridgetown THE NATION in English 25 Oct 84 p 3 


[Text] THE Opposition Democratic Labour Party (DLP) has dubbed Government's 
most recent financial proposals as “half-hearted, ill-conceived and totally 
inadequate". 


And the DLP is planning to reply to the mini-budget proposals at a public 
meeting scheduled for Sunday night. 


In a release signed by Deputy Opposition Leader, Erskine Sandiford, yester- 
day, the DLP said it had proposed to reply to the measures next Tuesday in 
Parliament. 


"...but those plans were frustrated through the bad faith of the Government 
which continues to pursue antiparliamentary practices in respect to Parlia- 
ment, which is the principal representative democratic institution in the 
country.’ 


The DLP described Tuesday's mini-budget as being "“discourteously done without 
prior warning to the people of Barbados or to the Opposition". 


The DLP also said the announcement by the Minister of Parliamentary Affairs 
Mr. Lionel Craig that the DLP would debate the motion the morning after the 
presentation of the mini-budget after Government had previously stated that 
"ample time would be allocated to the Opposition for its reply", was "com- 
pletely different from what had been agreed upon”. 


The DLP said it considered the action of the Government a breach of faith and 
was not prepared to be treated in that manner. 


Haynes Comment 
Bridgetown THE WEEKEND NATION in English 26-27 Oct 84 p l 


[Text] OPPOSITION spokesman on finance, Dr. Richie Haynes, believes that the 
only solution to the island's financial situation is a change of Government. 


Speaking at a meeting of the St. Michael North West branch of the Democratic 
Labour Party (DLP) last night, Dr. Haynes gave a run-down of the changes which 
have taken place in the economy over the last three years. 


He said the development and modernisation of Barbados centred around the 
“thrift, hardwork, savings and discipline" of the private sector. Jobs were 
created at a fraction of the cost of the public sector and the employees of 
yesterday became the self-employed and employers of today. 
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Steady Growth 


He said this economic environment came through access to cash and credit, 
reasonable levels of taxation and steady overal] economic growth. 


According to him, since 1981, the private sector has been bombarded with high 
interest rates, unaveilability of credit, a reduction in purchasing power and 
high levels of taxetion. 


This, he said, first resulted in smal] businesses shuttiny down; then smal] 
hotels, manufacturers and wholesalers and now large companies being pushed 
into receivership and liquidation, resulting in the loss of thousands of jobs. 


Senator McClean's Analysis 
Bridgetown SUNDAY SUN in English 28 Oct 84 p 31 
{Column "Q and A": Senator Wendell McClean} 


[Text] Prime Minister and Minister of Finance, Mr. Tom Adams introduced a 
supplementary budget on Tuesday when the House of Assembly met. For Q and A 
today, Senator Wendell McClean, an independent member of the Barbados Senate 
discusses some aspects of the mini budget with, Harold Hoyte. 


Senator McClean who joined the teaching staff at the Cave Hill] campus of the 
University of the West Indies in 1970, is widely regarded as one of Barbados 
outstanding economists. He is senior lecturer and head of the department of 
Economics at Cave Hill where he was also head of the department from 1973 to 








1980. He was vice dean of the faculty of Social sciences from 1975 to 1978. 


Senator McClean's area of specialisation is monetary economics and macro- 
p 


economic analysis. 
journalistic world. 


Q: To what extent did finance 
Minister Tom Adams’ amini- 
— come as a surprise to 
you 


A: | presume it would have 
come a8 @ surprise to most peo- 
ple in Barbados if only because it 
is unusual to have a second 
budget within a financial year. 


In that sense, therefore, | was 
not anticipating that there would 
have been a second presentation 
at this point in time. 


Q: What about the content of 
the proposals themselves? 

A: The proposals themselves 
do not come as a surprise to me. 
One can see by virtue of hind- 
sight why the supplementary 
budget would have been 
necessary. 


Q: To what extent do you 
agree that the measures are 


likely to put Barbados back on 
the road as suggested by the 
Minister of Finance on Tues- 
day? 

A: Well, it was indicated that 
the fiscal measures were intend- 
ed to reduce the projected fiscal 
deficit, to protect the balance of 
payments and to come to the 
assistance of the tourism sector. 
And the public works pro- 
gramme which has been in- 
dicated is seen as a major thrust 
in the area of creating employ- 
ment. 


The aspects which could be 
construed as contributing to put- 
ting Barbados back on the road 
would relate to the provisions 
which affect tourism directly 
and the public works pro- 
gramme. 


We note that the Board of 
Tuurism will now have another 


Fy 


He has written extensively in both the academic and 


$1 million to spénd on promoting 
tourism in Barbados and 
presumably if they spend that 
money wisely, it should have 
some positive effect. But that 
would not be immediate. So the 
upturn in the Barbados economy 
4s a result of these measures 
would probably be somewhere in 
the next six months rather than 
immediately. 


Q: What do you think $1 
million is likely to do for Bar- 
bados in terms of tourism earn- 
ings based on what is now spent 
and what is now generated? 

A: One cannot make a direct 
correlation between marketing 
expenditure and the revenue 

enerated and indeed, without 
—. knowledge as to the exact 
manner in which it will be spent. 
one cannot even generalise about 
the possible impact. 








Q: How would you advise that 
it be spent then? 

A: In my view, if it is spent on 
promotion in the United States of 
America, it is likely to be rather 
more productive than if it is 

t on promotion elsewhere in 
the world at this time. If it is 
spent in a manner which har- 
monises and enhances the effect 
of existing efforts, it is likely to 
be rather more productive in the 
short term than if it is spent 
ploughing virgin soil, so to speak. 

Q: What about other 
measures introduced by the 
Minister of Finance to esaist the 
tourism industry? . 


A: The assistance wi water 


rates and duty free wances 
and sc on should make some 
small contribution toward off- 
setting the cash flow problems 
faced by the tourism sector; but 
beyond this the sector will have 
to experience higher levels of 
earnings and also will probably 
have to secure better financial 
arrangements from their 
bankers to see themselves 
around the present cash flow 
problems. 


Q: Let's move on to another 
aspect — the question of 
employment-generation. Is it 
realistic to expect that 1000 
— are going to be created 
in the public sector through 
these measures? 


A: Well, the construction pro- 
— which has been outlined 
y the Prime Minister is quite ex- 
tensive and one will see quite 
easily that it should be possible 
to employ 1 000 people directly 
in those areas if that was the 
stated policy. But the projects 
themselves could also be stretch- 
ed out a bit and employ less peo- 
ple. It all depends very much on 
the state of government finances 
during the next six months. This 
will determine whether they 
can go through with the projects 
at the rate that they are project- 
ing at this time. 


There is no doubt in my mind 
that the projects themselves can 
— that type of work 

orce. 


Whether government will have 
the money to pay upfront be- 
tween now and the next six 
months is another question. 
Much will depend on the level of 
progress on the projects. 


Q: Do you have doubts about 
government's ability to pay? 

A: Not any major doubi. Part 
of the money for these projects 
must come from overseas 
sources in terms of loans, and 
presumably much of this will 
already have been negotiated 


and government should therefore 
be in a position to draw down. 


But if there are any hitches in 
the drawing down of money, hav- 
ing regard to the fact that World 
Bank loans are not disbursed un- 
til after you have spent the 
money in the first instance, 
government will have to proceed 
with caution. If not, it would 
mean resorting to the Central 
Bank and thereby endangering 
the country's balance of 
payments position. 

Q: Let us look at some of the 
revenue-earning measures in- 
troduced in the supplementary 
budget. What effect will they 
have on the cost of living and in- 
flation in particular? 

A: The major ones are a kind 
of general increase in the com- 
mon external tariff. This is the 
customs duty agreed to by 
Caricom countries to be applied 
on extra-regional imports and 
the stamp duty. The common ex- 
ternal tariff has been increased 
by 15 percent and the stamp duty 
by 5 percent. That is from five 

rcent to 10 percent. This is a 

airly substantial increase in du- 

ty on imports or taxes on imports 
and as such one would anticipate 
that it would be reflected in in- 
creases in the cost of goods sold 
in the country. 


Whether this would translate 
into a substantial rate of infla- 
tion over the next year or not, 
will depend partly on the level of 
inflation in the international 
economy and in the value of the 
US dollar vis-a-vis other curren- 
cies. 

Presuming that Barbados will 
maintain its parity with the US 
dollar, and ra further 
thet the US dollar remains 
strong, the price of goods from e 
number of non-dollar sources to 
Barbados would remain about 
the same. 


And as such therefore, the 
final level of inflation should not 
beyond what we have grown 
-accustomed to. But taken in isola- 
tion, the taxes must make a con- 
tribution to price increases 
which may or may not be cancell- 
ed out by what happens to ex- 
change rates. 


: So if there is no change in 
exchange rates, the net effect 
will be an increase in the cost of 
living then? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Is the increase in stamp du- 
ty from five to ten percent not 
taking whet was a nominal 
change into the realm of being a 
significant taxation measure? 
And what effect is it likely to 
have? 
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A: From the perspective of the 
regional! integration training the 
ten percent stamp duty con- 
stitutes a significant and fun- 
damental departure from the 
principal of a common market. 


A stamp duty on imports is 
essential in the same as an im- 

rt duty. Consequently, Bar- 
aes in essence no longer 
shares a common external tariff 
with other Caribbean countries. 
In addition imports from 
CARICOM countries are subject 
to a ten percent tax. 


Q: Do you think that 
budgetary measures are going 
to assist us in attaining a 
reasonable state in our balance 


of ents? 
K Ves, to the extent that the 


increased taxation would reduce 
government's deficit, it would 
contribute to 6 situation where it 
would create some greeter ease 
in protecting the balance of 
payments position. But that is not 
a sufficient condition for ensur- 
ing that the balance of payments 
do not decline. oe what 
: oe to ensure a —? 
ce of payments position is 
the containment of Central Bank 
lending to the Government. 


In the Barbados context, Cen- 
tral Bank lending to government 
constitutes a necessary and suf- 
ficient condition for an erosion in 
our balance of paymente situa- 
tion. 

Q: It seems then that Centrai 
Bank lending to Government 
must be very closely monitored 


A: Yes. If Central Bank iendi 
to Government can be he 
within the existing level there 
would be no real threat to the 
balance of payments. 


At the end of August, the total 
advances to Government the 
Centra] Bank was in the order of 
$121 million as compared with 
$106 million at the end of last 
year. If that figure of $121 
million can be maintained or 
perhaps even reduced slightly 
over the next year, Barbados 
would have no balance of 
payments problem. If it is not, if 
the Central Bank should expand 
its lending to Govsrnment, we 
will have a balance of payments 
problem irrespective of the tax 
measures which have been in- 
troduced. 


Q: Is there any way that we 
would see indicators as to 
whether or not that is likely to 
increase or decrease or is it a 
purely political decision? 


A: This is largely a policy mat- 
ter, but not entirely because an 
aspect of the claims of the Cen- 














tral Bank against Government 
relates to the ways and means 
advances which usually come 
about in a situation where 
Government's arrangements for 
generating funds from other 
sources, be it by taxation or bor- 
rowing, are not in place at that 

int in time and the Central 

nk is the only immediate 
recourse they have. But if th 
plan their business well enoug 
and co-ordinate their borrowings 
with their tax revenues, they 
should not have any difficulty in 
pre-determining the level within 
which they want to maintain the 
total claims of the Central Bank 
against Government. 


: Therefore, what you are 
saying is that prudence is im 
tent in the final 


especially at this particular 


‘ Most mney or 80. 

: How does that requirement 
extend itself to the question of 
our considerable ebtedness 
to outside sources? There is a 
suggestion that we perhaps bor 
row too much money. What are 
your views? 


A: No. This is not so. The in- 
dicator as to whether or not you 
are borrowing too much money 
does not relate to how much you 
owe as much as to how —_ oY 
costing you to service your debt. 
It is the matter of debt-servicing 
that creates a problem. If your 
interest rates are within 
reasonable limits, you can bor- 
row correspondingly more within 
that particular period of time. - 


Remember also that debt is 
established in nominal terms. 
You borrow so many dollars from 
a certain person and over time 
with inflation, with price in- 
creases and with the value of 
— declining, ite = debt 

es correspo: y easier 
to handle. At the moment in the 
Barbadian situation, I do not 
think that the overall level of 
Government debt is problematic. 


Q: So you are sa that we 
are able to pay back our debts. 
You think that we will have no 
problem because the terms that 
we have had are reasonable and 





within our reach. But are you 
also saying that the quantum of 
our overall debt does not worry 
you? 

A: At the moment, in terms of 
exisiting levels of debt. But at the 
same time one always has to be 
cautious about involving oneself 
in further borrowing. 

If you borrow wisely and en- 
sure that the projects on which 
you spend the money will in some 
way enhance the productive 
capacity of the country and our 
ability to pay, well then, there 
should be no continuing problem. 

In this regard Government is 
not particulerly different from 
private enterprise and you would 
probably recognise that some of 
the most successful private 
businesses are the ones with the 
largest levels of borrowing. If 
you borrow little and make bad 
use of it, you have as big e prob 
lem ... in fact, a bigger problem 
then if you borrow a large 
amount and make good use of it. 

Q: That is a general observa- 
tion, but specifically, are you 
satisfied that the reasons for 
our borrowings are sufficiently 

roductive? I mean, if we are 
Cesseedian money for road ex- 
pansion and things of that sort, 
would you say that this is really 
going to enhance our productive 
capacity? 

A: Most definitely. In the 

modern world, facility in com- 
munication and transportation 
are of the utmost importance in 
ensuring high-level productivity. 
We know that the roads in Bar- 
bados, most of them, are 
somewhat below necessary stan- 
dards for today’s world. We 
need to upgrade our road system 
and the longer we postpone that, 
the greater will be the disloca- 
tion effect when we address the 
problem. So I think the country 
stands to benefit at the moment 
from addressing the business of 
improving our road system and 
other infrastructural facilities. 

4 In your own private 

analysis, do you have any con- 
cerns over Government's overall 
perception of the balance of 
payments problem in Barbados? 
: A: Yes. In lookiag at the finan- 
cial statement, there are certain 
indicators which would suggest 
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that Government has not fully 
rasped the essence of the 
alance of payments problem 
Barbados. 

Q: What are these? 

A: The first indicator appears 
at the point where it has been 
suggested that the balance of 

yments has been threatened 
by cheaper imports associated 
with the improvement in the 
value of the Barbadian dollar. 
Surprisingly, injuxtaposition with 
that statement, it is suggested 
that that said improvement in the 
Barbados dollar has eroded 
Government revenue. But the 
two things cannot go together 
because Government's import 
revenue is derived from the value 
of imports almost on an ad 
volorem basis. We have ten per- 
cent stamp duty, five percent 
stamp duty and so on. And 
therefore, the only way for 
Government revenue to decline 
as a result of what we ere doing 
at the level of importing is if the 
dollar value of what we are im- 

rting declines. Likewise, ou? 
Gene of payments is not 
related to the amount of motor. 
cars but to the money we m7 
on the motor cars. And so, if the 
dollar value is declining vis-a-vis 
Government revenue, it is declin- 
ing vis-a-vis the balance of 

yments. Therefore there can 
be no suggestion that these two 
things can be co-incident, so to 


speak. 

Q: What other concerns do 
you want to share? 

A: Apart from the wrong pr- . 
occupation with wages and ex- 
change rates as sources of 
balance of payments dise- 
quilibrium there is rot sufficient 
of an indication that Government 
is aware ihat excessive borrow- 
ing from the Central Bank to 
finance their deficit wil 
necessarily result in a balance of 
payments problem, no matter 
what other measures they might 


- take which they may presume to 


be corrective. As such therefore, 
there is stili a little chance that 
Government could make a wrong 
move in terms of responding to 
any problem they perceive in the 
jarea of balance payments. 











Further DLP Reaction 


Bridgetown THE NATION in English 29 Oct 84 p 1 


[Text ] 


‘TUESDAY'S mini- 
budget contains little 
of help to the tourist 
sector,’’ says Dr. 
Richie Haynes. 


The Democfatic Labour 
Party finance spokesman 
said last night that the 
$1.1 million for the Board 
of Tourism was simply a 
matter of a supplemen- 
tary vote, part of routine 
parliamentary business.” 
And so is the $200 000 for 
the National Conservation 
Commission,” he added. 

Dr.Haynes added: 


“Tax concessions for refur- 
bishing are useless unless there 
is the money available for this 
purpose and the Hotel Aids Act 
needs to be amended in such a 
way as to provide not only for 
refurbishing, construction and 
expansion but to give in- 
ducements for long term capital 
formation within the sector and 
the build up of corporate 
reserves. 


He said the reduction in water 
rates to a level as yet undeter- 
mined was welcomed but the 
hotels would find that any gains 
from a reduction in water rates 
had been wiped out several times 
fold by the increases in their 
operating costs, consequential on 
the increases in stamp duties and 
other indirect taxes. 


“At one large hotel,” Dr. 
Haynes said, “‘it is estimated that 
the water rates reduction could 
be in the region of $58 000 a year 
but the increases in costs of food 
and other: supplies will be about 
$154 000." 


Dr. Haynes continued: ‘‘About 
50 percent of cost of wateris due 
to electricity costs and there is a 
clear case for a drastic reduction 
in electricity costs in Barbados 
without affecting the viability of 
the Barbados Light and Power 
Company (BL & P) or rates sup 
pression in that public utility or a 
reasonable ereturn to the 
shareholders on their investment 
or its capital development pro- 
gramme.” 


He added: “The published 
statement of income and ex- 

nses of the BL & P for the first 
Palf of this year indicates quite 
clearly that the electricity rates 
can be reduced by three cents 
per kilowatt hour without in any 
way affecting the company’s 
operation or capital develop- 
ment, and by another two cents 
per kilowatt hour if the present 
projected rate of growth in de- 
mend for electricity is 
achieved.” 

Dr. Haynes said that between 
deferred taxes, corperee® 
taxes, investment tax credii an 
the high provision for deprecia- 
tion on an inflated re-valuation of 
the company's assets there was 
an amount of $13 million in a full 
year which represented an un- 
necessary imposition over three 
cents per kilowatt hour. 


Haynes on Revenue Figures 


Bridgetown THE NATION in English 29 Oct 84 p 24 


[Text ] 


OPPOSITION finance 
spokesman, Dr. 
Richie Haynes, said 
last night that the net 
revenue raised by 
last Tuesday's mini- 
budget was in excess 
of $50 million in a full 
year. 
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“If this was done’, Dr. Haynes 
said, “the tourist industry and 
the whole country would be 
relieved of a significant burden; 
jobs would be saved and the cash 
position in the tourist industry 
would be improved greatly, since 
both electricity and water rates 
would fall considerably. 

‘Additionally if the Light and 
Power Company imported its fuel 
directly, there would be a further 
two cents per kilowatt hour in 
Savings. 

The DLP finance spokesman 
said the property taxes of hotels 
should have been reduced by 
about 30 percent and whether 
the Government wished to 
believe it or not this was, the 
figure which the banking system 
accepted as the level to which 
the values of these hotel proper- 
ties had fallen. 

“The Barbados Development 
Bank,"’ said Dr. Haynes, “with its 
ill-advised heavy expesure in the 
sub-sector of the hotel industry 
which has been worst hit has a 
duty to come up with a report as 
much to salvage iself as the hotel 


industry.” 

Dr. —_ warned that no 
refinancing would be successful 
unless the commercial banks 
were involved, and care would 
have to be taken that new funds 
did not go to meeting ac- 
cumulated arrears, taxes and 
the demands of a1! public 
utility companies. A further con- 
dition of refinancing should, he 
said, be strengthening of the 
management of hotels where 
needed and sound accounting 
practices. 








The De. nocratic Labour 
Party's (I'LP). Dr. Haynes 
charged that the figures 
given for the tax yield 
from stamp duties were 
extremel, misleading. 

“When th: stamp duties were 
two percen! the actual yield 
was $17.4 million. 

When in 1983 it was increas- 
ed to three percent, the revised 
estimates of the yield from this 
source was $25 million.” 

Dr. Haynes added: “‘In April of 
this year, there was an increase 
of stamp duties by two percent 
... in the words of the Minister 
of Finance, Additional revenue 
of $19 million is expected". 

“Now we have the verv 
misleading statement that a fur- 
ther five percent increase will. 
yield $10 million in two months 
and seven days (that is, the rest 
of this year) and $20 million in a 
full year.” 

The facts were. Dr. Haynes 
said, that imports subject to the 
stamp duty. that is, excluding re- 


exports and other excluded items 
amounted to approximately $800 
million a year and the most con- 
servative +stimates indicated 
that the new regime of stamp 
duties at the rate of ten percent! 
would yield not less than $75 
million to $80 million in a full 
year. 

“Therefore the five percent in- 
crease in this October Budget 
will yield not less than $37.5 
million a year,” the Opposition 
spokesman said. 

Dr. Haynes said property 
taxes would yield an additional 
$6 million at the very least while 
the combined effects of the in- 
creases in the rates of duty in the 
Common External Tariff and the 
impact of those duties on Con- 
sumption Taxes would yield ap 
proximately $10 million a year. 


“These figures,’ said Dr. 
Haynes, ‘represent very conser- 
vative estimates and the conces- 
sions relating to videos, the sur- 
charge on house rentals, and hire 
car rentals amount to a mere 
$1.25 million.” 

Dr. Haynes said there was 
such sioppiness in the presenta- 
tion of the finance minister on 
matters relating to revenue yield, 
that he-had elected to opt for 
minimum figures. 


Manufacturing Issue 


Bridgetown THE NATION in English 29 Oct 84 p 24 


{Text } 


APART from the exemp- 
tions from stamp duty 
there was nothing in last 
Tuesday's mini-budget to 
assist the manufacturing 
sector, according to Dr. 
Richie Haynes. 


He felt it was misleading to 
seek to present figures for 
manufacturing by lumping 
together the earnings from the 
enclave sector, largely elec- 
tronics, and the indigenous 
manufacturing sub-sector. 

“The enclave sector is essen- 
tially an off-shore operation and 


the main contact with the Bar- 
bados economy is through the 
labour it employs.”’ he said. 


The Opposition finance 
spukesman noted the indigenous 
manufacturing sector comprised 
sugar, garments. furniture and 
so on and it was no secret these 
were in deep trouble. 
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He continued: “A meaningful 
budget would have addressed 
these problems and borrowing 
externally should have been 
directed toward restructuring of 
this sector to meet the demands 
of exporting to hard currency 
areas at a competitive level in 
terms of quality, scale of produc- 
tion, marketing and prices. 


“Sugar presents a_ special 
‘problem and three years ago | 
pointed out that a price support 
mechanism must make it pro- 
fitable for the primary producer 
to grow canes. The industry 
should be regarded as a cane in- 
dustry and depending on market 
conditions in any given year the 
capital structure should be in 
place to determine whether the 
accent in that year should be on 
sugar production, gasahol pro- 
duction, refined sugars, animal 
feeds, energy generations or the 
appropriate mix in any year.” 








Impact on Cash Flow 


Bridgetown THE NATION in English 29 Oct 84 p 24 


[Text ] 


LAST TUESDAY'S mini-budget, 
far from increasing the cash flow 
of businesses will further com- 
promise it. This was Opposition 
finance spokesman, Richie 
Haynes’ expressed concern last 
night. 


“None of the factors affecting 
the cash flow of businesses was 
addressed, ard the only hope ex- 
pressed is that increased public 
sector peeene on capital pro- 
jects will have a favourable spin- 


off effect," Dr. Haynes told 
Democratic Labour Party (DLP) 
supporters, and others. 


“So iar we have had some 


$400 million in projects such as 
the Central Bank, the General 
Post Office, the Arawak Cement 
Plant and other projects and the 
spin-off effect is still to be notic- 
ed,’’ Dr. Haynes said. 


He listed the factors which are 

affecting business cash flow as: 
@ The drastic reduction and the 
high cost of credit; 
@ High taxation at various 
levels; particularly through the 
deductions under the National 
Insurance Scheme (NIS) which 
removes $128 million a year in 
National Insurance Scheme con- 
tributions and levies: 


Taitt on Tax Burden 


® A system of corporation taxes 
which does not relate to the 
return on equity: 


®@ Government's policy toward 
the purchasing power in the com- 
munity; 

*@ The high cost of energy: 

@ Wastage of public funds in 
non-productive expen- 
ditures; 

@ The net loss of resources in 
servicing ever escalating exter- 
nal borrowings: 

@ And now this iniquitous in- 
crease in stamp duties which 
must make things worse unless 
businessmen take immediate 
steps to frustrate this exercise by 
buying from Britain and Europe. 





Bridgetown THE NATION in English 29 Oct 84 p 24 


OPPOSITION parliamentarian, Mr. Branford Taitt, has described 
Prime Minister Tom Adams’ mini-budget as “nothing short of taxation 
of the unable . . . for the unnecessary 

Speaking at a mass political meeting at Independence Square 
last night, which was called mainly to = to Government's mini- 
i delivered in the House of Assem ly last Tuesday, Mr. Taitt 
said: 

‘The Barbados Labour Party (BLP) Government has embarked 
on @ programme or a policy of taaing Barbadians on a basis which 
does not at any time take into consideration the ability of you, the 
people to pay. : 

“Taxes are imposed on the business community in the same way 
that they are imposed on the people. The consumption taxes and the 
Stamp Duty do not allow for anybody to have any relief. Whether you 
are a poor old age pensioner or you are the governor of the Central 
Bank, when you pay Stamp Duty, you have to pay it on the first dollar. 

‘When you buy an item, you have to pay it on that first.dollar, so 
if you go to the supermarket and you are so fortunate to buy an item 
that cost a dollar, you have to pay part of that as tax.” 

He said that levies did not allow for those who were making 
large salaries to pay more as opposed to those making small salaries. 

‘All persons pay the same amount.” 

Mr. Taitt added. “None of the taxes of the Tom Adams Govern- 
ment take into consideration your ability to pay or not to pay.” 

According to the former trade minister. the only way for Bar- 
bados to get rid of the heavy tax burden is to get rid of the BLP 
Government. 

“Further taxation will make more companies bankrupt. More 
companies going bankrupt will cause you to lose more work." he said. 


[Text ] 
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BARBADOS 


HOUSE OK'S NEW MEASURES TO CURB ILLEGAL IMPORTS 
St John Remarks 
Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 24 Oct 84 p 3 


[Text ] 


The House of Assembl 
yesterday gave approval to ad- 
ditional measures to curb the 
vexing problem of illegal imports. 

Deputy Prime Minister Bernard 
St. John said the legislation was 
only part of a series of measures 
which have been put in place to 
‘tighten up checks at both the air 
and seaports. 

Mr. St. John who is also Minister 
of Trade and Industry said he 
hoped they will achieve the ob- 
jectives, and said he did not expect 
anyone to think that Government 
was going soft on persons who 
breached the law. 

Mr. St. John said that if regional 
countries were to be successful in 
tackling this issue there ought to be 
a CARICOM approach. 

Mr. St. John said, too, there 


[Text ] 


seemed to be a ring of traders with 
family connections, and who were 
using free port areas of Panama 
and St. Maarten. 

He said Barbados should realise 
that strenuous efforts had been 
made in the Lesser Developed 
Countries LDCs) to deal with 
policing and he noted that talks 
were now taking place on further 
collaboration among regional 
countries in getting to the root of 
the problem. 


Mr. St. John said to date two 
more persons had been appointed 
in this regional exercise. One was 
operating out of the Secretariat of 
the Organisation of East Carib- 
bean States (OECS), and another 
out of the CARICOM Secretariat. 

Both will be ensuring that the 
CARICOM rules of origin are 


Haynes Support 


The Opposition 
yesterday gave full 
support to Government as 
the House of Assembly 
passed legislation to 
combat the illegal im- 
portation of goods. 


Opposition spokesman 
on Finance Dr. Richie 
Haynes said the issue of 
illegal imports. was 
damaging to the: 


35 


adhered to. 

He said his view had been that as 
a firm believer in integration it 
should be done at regional level. 


He noted also that Government 
had rejected a suggestion that 
Custom officers be given a per- 
centage of the value of illegally 
imported goods seized. 


The Minister contended that 
Government should not be paying 
twice for work done and even so 
said if such a suggestion was ac- 
cepted in one department it could 
filter to others. : 


He reminded the House that 
Government had already taken a 
number of measures including the 
upgrading of customs and im- 
provement of checking and a new 
documentation system. 


Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 24 Oct 84 p 3 
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economy, and was 
causing a number of job 
losses. 


He said he would like to 
see stiffer penalties for 
people who with their 
resources were  by- 
passing customs 
authorities in bringing in 
illegal imports. 


Dr. Haynes also said he 
wanted to see strong 
enforcement of the 
measures so that persons 
in breach o the 
regulations will feel the 
force of the legislation. 


Dr. Haynes charged 
there were specific 
groups in the country who 
were involved in the 
illegal practice and said 
the undermining of the 
System has to be 
monitored. 


He felt that the new 
measures would assist 
the manufacturing 
sector. 
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BARBADOS 


22 NOVEMBER SET FOR NEW ST PETER BY-ELECTION 
Bridgetown THE NATION in English 30 Oct 84 p 1 


[Text] NOVEMBER 22, is the date for the second St. Peter by-election to fill 
the seat vacated by Mr. Burton Hinds. 


On that Thursday, residents of the parish, the over 7 000 registered voters 
will decide who will represent them in the Barbados House of Assembly. 


The official date was announced yesterday by acting Governor General, Sir 
Arnott Cato, after much speculation, since the scrapped July 19 poll. Nomi- 
nation Day for the new election is November 7. 


Three candidates are expected to contest the seat. They are Mrs. Sybil 
Leacock, Democratic Labour Party (DLP); Mr. Owen Arthur, Barbados Labour 
Party (BLP), and one of the three Independent candidates, Mr. Glenroy 
Straughn, Mr. Everton Greene and Mr. Martin Cadogan. 


Now that the date has been given, it is expected that the candidates will be 
hitting the road with their usual heated campaigns. 


The writ was issued for the new election to fill the vacant seat in the House 
of Assembly, occupied for one day by Mrs. Leacock, after the July 19 election 
for which she was declared winner by one vote, was subsequently deemed null 
and void in the Supreme Courts. 


Mr. Errol Gay has already been appointed returning officer (to replace Mr. 
Peter Timothy, who is now the registering officer), and Mr. Joseph Welch, 
election officer. 


During the July 19 by-election, Mrs. Leacock polled 2 7/65 votes, while her 
closest rival, Mr. Owen Arthur polled 2 764. This tie resulted in a recount 
on July 20, which gave the DLP's candidate victory. On July 25, Mrs. Leacock 
was sworn in the duly elected member of Parliament for St. Peter. 


Mr. Arthur later filed an election writ petition on August 2 and it was on 
September 6, that the High Court ruled the by-election null and void, and 
ordered a new election. 
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BARBADOS 


OPPOSITION LEADER NOTES DRAWBACKS TO SECURITY BILL 
Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 25 Oct 84 p 9 


[Text] Opposition leader, Mr. Errol Barrow, has warned that increased powers 
to be given to security guards as a result of a Bill passed in the House of 
Assembly last Tuesday, could create a new paramilitary force in Barbados. 


The Bill, introduced by Attorney General Mr. Louis Tull, seeks among other 
things to license private investigators and security guards and to establish 
a Private Investigators and Security Guards Licensing and Advisory Board. 


Mr. Barrow said that over the last three or four years it appeared that Bar- 
bados was becoming a nation of security guards and he did not know if the 
increase had anything to do with an increase in lawlessness in the society or 
an increase in prosperity. 


He was in full support of the licensing of the security guards and private 
investigators but he was very concerned that the security guards would now be 
given powers of arresting, without a warrant, any person who was in breach of 
the place or whom he reasonably believed to be in breach of the peace. 


The Opposition Leader was also concerned about the powers of arrest as they 
related to "any person who committs or attempts to commit treason or felony." 


According to Mr. Barrow even trained policemen have had difficulty dealing with 
people whom he reasonably believed to be in breach of the peace and added that 
the section (of the law) which dealt with treason could prove more difficult 
for security guards since the legal definition of treason was still subject 

to much legal discussion. 


The Opposition Leader noted that to become a security guard all one had to do 
was "to be out of a job" and although he saw the need to license the security 
guards he cautioned that they should not be given powers that were not neces- 
sary to the performance of their duties. 


Noting that he was not against the placing of security guards in supermarkets, 
and stating that some of his best friends were security guards, Mr. Barrow 
suggested that the guards should be made to undergo special training which 
would then entitle them to become parish constables. 
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He also urged that only Barbadians be allowed to be licensed as security 
guards because he noticed that a large number of foreigners were coming to 
Barbados and were being given authority. 


He added it was to be hoped that Barbadians did not get up one morning and 
find that there were a number of security guards who were in fact undesirables 
driven out of another Caribbean island. 


The Opposition Leader also took issue with a section of the Bill which stateca 
that where a security guard made an arrest "he shall within a reasonable time 
take the person arrested to a police station or before a magistrate." 


Mr. Barrow noted that the section did not state that the guard should im- 
mediately take the arrested person to a police station or before a magistrate 
and asked the question: "What is within a reasonable Time...?" 


He felt that the wording seemed to give the guard powers of detaining the ar- 
rested person without that person being taken before a magistrate as is pro- 
vided for under civil law. 


He also drew attention to the fact that the Bill did not give the security 
guards power to stop any person from leaving a building. 


Mr. Barrow was supported by Opposition Member, Mr. Brandford Taitt who 
cautioned the Government over the extension of powers of arrest and urged 
the Attorney General not to proceed with the matter so that parliamentarians 
could research the burning issues more. 


Mr. Taitt also wanted to see in the Bill more clearly defined areas of oper- 
ation for the security guards in the private sector. 


As regards private investigators he suggested that the Bill was now allowing 
these investigators to use any means to secure information as well as allowing 
them to invade the rights of other individuals without restraint whereas the 
“olice must have a search warrant. 


Mr. Taitt felt that the Bill had too many blanket areas and hoped that it was 
not creating a new danger for the society. 


Another Opposition Member, Mr. Warwick Franklyn, spoke of the number of secur- 
ity firms in Barbados and noted that some of them were not as safe as they 


should be. He wondered what provisions were being set in train to upgrade 
these weak firms before they were licensed. 
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BARBADOS 


MINISTER OF LABOR STATES CASE FOR WAGE RESTRAINT 
Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 27 Oct 84 pl 


[Text] Minister of Labour, Mr. DeLisle Bradshaw has recommended that unions 
make only moderate wage demands during periods of economic stress. 


Speaking at the closure of the National Union of Public Workers' (NUPW) 
Sixth Advance Course for Shop Stewards yesterday, Mr. Bradshaw said that the 
Stability of the country could be threatened if unions sought to raise the 
hopes of their members too high and then found that they could not "deliver 
the goods." 


Said Mr. Bradshaw: "Moderation of wage demands is essential especially at 
times of economic stress, if the general economic situation is not to be 
worsened." 


Mr. Bradshaw said that in a period of low rates of inflation he expected that 
unions would not seek high rates of increase which would be more appropriate 
in the context of much higher levels of inflation. 


The Minister made it clear that he was not inferring that unions should only 
seek to maintain the purchasing power of their members but he noted that the 
extent to which the worker's gains can be realised must be measured against the 
economic situation of his employer as well as the country as a whole. 


He said "At this time when Government is trying hard to reduce unemployment 
the country demands that unions, too, must play their part by moderating their 
demands." 


Mr. Bradshaw noted, however, that there were ways other than through salaries 
and wages by which the economic status of public workers can be improved. 


Housing and agriculture were two areas in which, the Minister suggested, 
unions could become more involved. He said that the Government would prob- 
ably be prepared to consider with the union reasonable proposals for further 
assistance in expanding its present activity. 


Mr. Bradshaw also queried whether the union had examined any production and 
marketing possibilities in the agriculture sector among its members. Such an 
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arrangement could provide a stable market for producers, Mr Bradshaw said, 
and could also offer price advantages for consumers, particularly union mem- 
bers. 


The minister added that trade unions and private sector unions, in particu- 
lar, could seek to foster greater entrepreneurship among its members. 
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BELIZE 


PREELECTION ACTIVITY, ROW OVER BOUNDARIES CONTINUE 


Shoman-Silva Dispute 


Belize City AMANDALA in English 19 Oct 84 p 1 


[Text] BELIZE CITY, Fri. Oct. 19 Silva, who represented the 


The ugly head of ideologi 
-cal confrontation has rear 
-ed itself in the People's 


Cayo North division in the 
House until he was ousted 
by Shoman in 1974 with the 


United Party for the first connivance of the PUP Lead- 
time since PUP leader er, has told friends that 
George Price's two Cabinet he has been warmly welcomed 
reshuffles in January of in the Cayo area and that 
this year, he can defeat Shoman in a 

The scope of the problem fair convention, Shoman,he 
became public this week Said, has made the same 
when two candidates for the mistake since independence 


newly constituted Cayo Cen- 
tral constituency, which 
stretches from Santa Elena 


that he, Silva, made in the 
early 1970s - he has ne- 
glected his division. There 


eastwards to Teake ttle is economic depression | in 
(north), put separate and the area. 

contradictory convention no The irony of the situa - 
-tices over the Sylvestre tion is that the Cayo 


controlled Radio Belize. 

Hector David Silva, a 
devout right winger, gave 
the government radio a"paid 
political advertisement"air 
-ed on Tuesday noon setting 
the PUP Cayo Central conven 
-tion for the Santa Elena 
football stadium on Sunday, 
October 28, 

Twenty four hours later, 
‘the radio broadcast another 
"paid political advertise- 


Central division was clear- 
ly drawn with Shoman's can- 
didacy in mind, because it 
contains the villages which 
rallied to his radical cz.ise 
in the late 70s, Si. sa 
Claims the people have tu-.; 
-€d against Assad, 


The significance of the 
showdown goes beyond person 
-alities and revenge. Sho- 
man was chosen as a_ target 


ment", this one obviously by the right wing of the 
from the incumbent Cayo PUP, a right wing which 
North representative, left has romanced certain UDP 


wing Housing Minister Assad 
Shoman, declaring that the 
Cayo Central Convention 
would be heldin Unitedville 
On Sunday, October 21, 
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leaders with a view to pres 
~suring the Prime Minister 
in their direction. The UDP 
romance has not worked S50 
far. Mr. Price refuses to 











yield to the Sylvestre fac- 
tion. But if chaos results 
in PUP Cayo, or if Silva 
defeats Shoman, there will 
be a grave crisis of confi 
-dence where Price's party 
leadership is concerned. 

The situation is one most 
gleeful for the UDP and 
one which may have been of 
foreign inspiration. 

Ideological wrangling 
doomed the PUP in last 
year's City Council elec - 
tions. Is history about to 
repeat itself? 


Economic Factor 


Belize City AMANDALA in English 19 Oct 84 p 2 


[Editorial] 


[Text ] 


With very, very important general elections some fif 
-ty or so days away for Belize, there is a need for the 
pt ya to make its political position crystal 
clear, 

Over the past few months, there has been an ongoing 
affair between certain powerful leaders of the UDF and 
a disenchanted right wing section of the ruling PUP. Of 
late, in fact, it would seem that the romance has be- 
come downright passionate, and indications are that ele 
-~ments on both sides consider the relationship almost 
matrimonial, which is to say, until death do them part, 
or, to use political terminology, a relationship which 
will extend into the post-election era. 

In the opinion of the lovers, the PUP has been tak 
-en over by left wing forces and the left wing forces 
are to blame for all the problems of the PUP and the 
sufferings of Belizeans. In the opinion of the lovers 
moreover, the newspaper AMANDALA is at least overly 
sympathetic to leftists, if not downright leftist it- 
self. 

The ideological war games of Central America, in oth- 
er words, have entered the politics of Belize,and these 
war games may be here to stay. 

Let us say on the newspaper's behalf that our Opposi- 
tion te the People's United Party, which has been con- 
sistent and strong over the last three and a half years 
is not based on ideology because we do not see the 
PUP as expressing any consistent or clear cut ideology, 
We perceive the PUP as an entrenched and corrupt per- 
sonality cult which has so systematically encouraged 
ignorance and fear that it has driven us into an eco- 
nomic wasteland. 

The solution to this problem we perceive as a new na- 
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tional leadership which should plough up the earth and, 
having exposed new and fertile soil to the sun,plant 
g€00d seeds for future harvests. 

Because we condemn the PUP, the newspaper mustendorse 
the UDP. There is no choice, really. 

This is not to say we are going to swallow, without 
chewing, everything the UDP is going to give us to eat. 

Ideological struggles are tearing apart the rest of 
Central America. Why must Belize become a part of 
this fray? Is it not possible for us to seek econon- 
ic growth and political freedom without riding with 
the right wing generals of Guatemala or the left wing 
junta of Nicaragua? 

The people of Belize want bread and butter and milk, 


jobs, housing, and education. They do not much care 
whether the communists or the capitalists provide the 
necessities, 


One of the points we wish to make here is that, in 

the classic sense, there are no communists or capital- 
ists in Belize. These animals are imports from the in 
-dustrialized societies. 
- But because Belize is so poor, but at the same time 
so strategically located and economically vital to the 
interests of both the regional left and the regional 
right, the regional left and regional right will take 
Sides, have taken sides in this upcoming general elec- 
tions. It is safely to be presumed that they have 
sent and will be sending MATERIA DE GUERRA, specifi - 
cally money and propaganda, to their agents in Belize. 

In Belize, politicians do not have to account for 
any of the money they spend in elections. They Carr 
take any amount of money from anywhere, so this one 
will be a free for all. 

The newspaper continues to endorse the UDP. But we 
reserve our independence and preserve our integrity. 

Things will be better off with the UDP, because 
they can't be worse than they are with the PUP. But 
the UDP will have to be monitored if their love af- 
fairs influence them into ideological inflexibility. 

This is a serious election;this is a serious newspap- 
er, and these are serious times. 


Election News Briefs 


Belize City AMANDALA in English 19 Oct 84 p 3 


Text 
ne RELIZE CITY, Thurs. Oct, 18 in fact cited ill health 
Our sources report PUP earlier this year when he 
infighting between Home resigned from the Cabinet 
Affairs Minister Harry where he had been Home Af- 
Courtenay and Senator Lindy fairs Minister and Deputy 
Rogers over who will be the Prime Minister. 
PUP candidate for the Lake “Rogers is supposed to 
Independence division, have pointed out to Cour- 
.Both men have complained tenay that it was his 
Of health problems over the transplanted Mesopotamia vot 
last few years, and Rogers -ers in St. Martin de Por - 
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res HouSing Area who saved voters to the Fort George 


Courtenay in 1979. list. : 
Meanwhile, UDP candidate Musa has lost lico Per- 
for Lake Independence Hu- domo (deceased) and Danny 
bert Elrington has not be- Meighan (disaffected and de 
gun any organization or cam -parted) from his success - 
-paigning for the seat. ful 1979 campaign organiza 
7. -tion, but is expecte fe) 
BELIZE CITY, Fri. Oct. 19 draw from the fe 2 - So 
The People's United Par- -mer S.J.C. Sixth Form stu- 
ty has not yet named gen- dents. 
eral election candidates for After the new bou ; 
the Mesopotamia (UDP Thomp- were announced, ro ta 
son), Caribbean Shores (UDP paper felt Musa gained 
Esquivel), and Albert (UDP strength, but Lindo staff - 
Goldson) divisions. ers say their preliminary 
Pharmacist Victor Usher reports from the former 
and businessman Bill Lindo Pickstock section are posi- 
may figure in the PUP think tive, 


-ing in these areas. 
BELIZE CITY, Tuurs. Oct. 18 
Bird's Isle owner Henry 
Young has joined the race 
for the UDP candidacy in 
the new Port Loyola divi - 


For older political Ob- 
servers, the race to watch 
is the rubber match cam- 
paign between UDP Chairman 


Dean Lindo and PUP wre sion. 

General Said Musa in ” The original candi 

Fort George division. lawyer Michael me, bite. 
(Lindo won in 74, and drew a couple months ago be 

Musa in 79). ; -cause of business reasons. 
Both men are well financ- Mayor Gustavo Bautistahad 

ed and doggedly competitive, declared his candidacy for 

and both have expressed UDP Port Loyola a few weeks 

their confidence, even af - AZO. 

ter last week's new boundar The convention will be 

-ies added some Pickstock held on Monday, October 29, 


Election Dynamics 
Belize City THE REPORTER in English 21 Oct 84 p 2 


[Editorial ] 


It seems clear from the way the Belize 
[Text J City electoral divisions have been re-drawn 
that the Incumbent government has gone to 
an awful lot of trouble to design electoral 
divisions to its own liking. The four 
northside divisions have noless_ than 
twenty-six zigs and.zags across the face of 
Belize City. 

It is equally clear to us that the Elections 
and Boundaries Commission has gone along 
with the game plan in what appears to be 
an effprt to hand over the 1984 elections on 
a platter to the People's United Party. 

Neither the incumbent government nor the 
E & B has concerned itself about 
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&ppeerance or finesse. !t is the bold, broad 
strokes that counts now, and the government 
gives every indication of being determined to 
have its way, . even if it cannot prevent 
others from having their say. 

It is a move born of desperation and 
impelled by the worry that Mr. Manuel 
Esquivel, who came within 115 votes of 
beating the Prime Minister five years ago, 
might succeed in doing just that this time 
around. By this new stratagem Mr. Price 
Goes not now have to face Mr. 
Esquivel, and might even delude himself 
into thinking that he has carved out a safe 
new seat for himself. 

There are new elements that enter into 
every election however, and the new 
elements crowding into this year's campaign 
are more numerous and more far-reaching 
than ,ever before; and they are sure to 
have a profound influence on the way 
people think and act. 

One of the most obvious and least 
appreciated new elements is the reality of 
independence. Five years ago the party in 
power could hold oui independence as a 
much-to-be desired state of bliss. It could 
assert vociferously that the peopie of Belize 
had a right to be free and could heap scorn 
on those not madly infatuated with the idea. 

Today things are different. We have 
achieved this much coveted independence 
and we can see now that it was no magic 
wand. Jit has not brought us any new 
freedom, unless it is the freedom of the 
government to impose new taxes. and 
establish mew thresholds of public debt 
without a corresponding resolve to cut down 
on wasteful and profligate spending. 

Another new element which is likely to 
have a profound effect on voting trends is 
the unexpectedly vigorous contribution 
which the young people of Belize have been 
bringing to the arena of politics. Today's 
young people are better informed, more 
articulate and more purposeful than they 
were five years ago. They have developed a 
whole new depth of vision that many of 
their parents and grand-parents hardly 
knew existed. Today's young people are not 
asking themselves whether they like UDP or 
PUP. For them the question is whether the 
UDP or the PUP can solve the social 
problems which smother them and keep them 
down. They want to know about job 
opportunities and whether they will be able 
to find safe and decerit neighbourhoods for 
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the families they hope to produce. They 
want to know whether they can stay in 
Belize and become productive, .or whether 
they too will have to flee to the United 
States or elsewhere for the chance to 
~ealize ineir goais. 

Today's young voter is concerned about 
freedom and dialogue, something their 
elders never had to bother about. Will the 
Belize of tomorrow offer them a chance to 
speak their minds openly and honestly and 
allow them to make a contribution to the 
open debate on development, on morality, 
Macabre urging them not to risk the 
Minister's displeasure? 

Is Belize heading for one-party rule? 
Here is a question of profound importance 
to those who have no special feedlines into 
Belmopan and who can see that pork-barrel 
government leads unerringly ,to disaster. 
Are we going to build a just society based 
on merit and achievement, or are we going 
to settle for elitism and graft. Are there 
going to be equitable laws for all of us, or 
special laws for some of us? 

The third, dynamic area of change is 
expressed in the way the economy has been 
responding to the central controls and the 
socialist tendencies of the government in 
Belmopan. During the years of galloping 
inflation the government reaped windfall 
profits from cascading customs and stamp 
duties while consumers could do no more 
than hold the line and tighten their belts. 
In today's Belize of shrinking export 
earnings and redoubled taxation, taxpayers 
have had to tighten their belts some more 
to save an ageing, pot-bellied governmen. 
from collapse and the country from a 
nightmarish devaluation. 

Five years of self-proclaimed socialism tas 
left its mark on Belize. Discerning voters 
will be able to assess its impact on the 
development reality. 

it will take more than a few d=zen zigs 
and zags on a map to respond adequately to 
the new challenges of the miccts eignties, 

These new: forces, diverse and dynamk, 
have already entered the mainstream of 
political life. It will take a team of 
extraordinary taient 200d) skill, devotion, 
dynamism and resiraint - harness. the 
eneray and the creativi.v locked within the 














OFF-SHORE OIL SEARCH COULD HAVE POLITICAL RAMIFICATIONS 


Belize City THE REPORTER in English 21 Oct 84 p 1 


[Text ] 


A LARGE 
ocean-going oil rig, 
the largest to come 
to Belize, is now in 
place off the coast of 
Toledo, getting 
ready io drill an 
impertant deep well 
for the Marathon Oil 
Company. 

Marathor: which 
holds an exploration 
license covering the 
bottom half of the 
Toledo District, 
brought in the big 
rig after exhaustive 
seismic surveys had 
pin-ppinted large 
underwater geological 


formations with a 
mirror image very 
much like the 


Campeche formations. 


The news has been. 


received with 

immense interest by 

the oil exploration 
CSO: 3298/135 


international commu- 
nity. 

Mr. Dan 
O'Hallaran , Chief of 


Operations for the 
big dig told the 
Reporter this week 


his outfit was very 
busy getting things 
in place. Actual 
drilling, he — said, 
should be unde, way 
by early Ncevember. 


The Belize 
Government has 
divided the coun try 
into fourteen 
exploration blocks 


and has given these 
out to some _ ten 
exploration companies 
for fixed periods of 
time to get their act 
together. The blocks 
in the northern and 
southern tips are the 
ones which appear to 
hold the most 


Based on 
the new information 
in hand, explorers 
have now concluded 
that the previous 
exploration weils 
(there have been 
more than forty 
since 1950) were 
wrongly placed and 
too shallow to show 
results, 


promise. 


Figuratively 
speaking, the entire 
country of Belize has 
had its fingers 
crossed, hoping that 
Marathon will come 
up with something 
goog despite two 
clearly recognized 
dangers. The first 
of these dangers is 
that an oil find in 
the Toledo district 
would complicate _ the 
territotial problems 
with Guatemala since 
the formations lie «in 
the geographicg! area 
offered to Guatemala 
as territorial waters 
under the Heads of 
Agreement in 1981. 
Head 2 of this 


BELIZE 


agreement states: 
“Guatemala shall be 
accorded such terri- 
torial seas as_ shall 
ensure permanent ¢ & 
unimpeded access to 


the high seas, 
together with rights 
over the seabed 


there under." 


The second danger 
is of local origin, 
Stemming from a 
Socialist regime which 
shows a pronounced 
tendency _ towards 
authoritarianism. In 
recent years the 
government has 
fallen on hard times 
which have forced it 
to make one or two 


concessions in the 
direction of freer 
expression. But 
there is no telling 
what an ample 
treasury, engorged 
by oil revenues, 
might do to the ego 
and the = aspiration 


of those now holding 
on to pulitical office 
Since 1954, 





BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS 


OPPOSITION LEADER RESPONDS TO CHIEF MINISTER'S SPEECH 
Road Town THE ISLAND SUN in English 6 Oct 84 pp ll, 12 


[Address by Leader of Government Opposition Hon H. L. Stoutt, on 2/7 September 
1984; place not specified] 


[Text ] On September 4th, Chief Minister Romney made an address 
in which, among other things, he had this to say of the Tern- 
tory’s finances: 

“The first part of the picture is by no means bnght. The 

previous administration claimed on more than one occasion 

that the Government had been successful in its overall finan- 

cial management.” 
As former Minister of Finance, now Leader of the Opposition, 
I still maintain that our claim is a true one. When I took office 
as Chief Minister and Minister of Finance in November 1979 
the Reserves stood at a total of $2.8 million. During the four 
year term of office the total expenditure amounted to $61.7 
million while revenue totalled $62.9 million. From these 
figures it can be seen that my administration was responsible — 
during raging world-wide inflation and hardship — for increas- 
ing the Reserves of this Territory by $1.2 million. This in- 
crease was achieved despite salary and wage awards to public 
servants, increases to our pensioners and massive increases in 
the prices of consumable commodities. All these figures have 
been extracted from the audited accounts of the Territory for 
the years 1980 to 1983 inclusive. 

Mr. Romney is making a lot of noise about the $765,000 
deficit. But I wonder if he has taken time out to calculate the 
amount of his contribution to this deficit. I hope that when 
he examines his facts he will tell you, the people, and I will be 
willing to give him a jewel from the crown given to me for 
incurring the largest deficit in the Ternitory’s history. 

While he is claiming that he is taking a firm hand on expen- 
diture, this is really questionable when one looks back on the 
amount of tax payers money which he spent within a short 
time of his election to office. The benefit was limited to a few 
people; but the deficit of 1983 benefited many. 

When one listens to the talk by Government Ministers and 
its supporters the impression is given that the Romney admin- 
istration found an empty treasury. But let it never be forgot- 
ten that the Stoutt administration left the Romney administra- 
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tion with the largest Reserves ever to be known in the history 
of the British Virgin Islands. 

We all know that we save money as insurance against wet 
days. As a result of my administration’s success in building 
the Territory’s Reserves, the Consolidated Fund brought for- 
ward in January 1983 was $4,808,432.00. The deficit of 1983 
was readily written off by your savings. Thus, according to. 
the 1983 Audit Report (see p.16), at the 31st December, 1983 
the Territory’s Consolidated Fund stood at $4,042 ,767.00. 

You, my people, can see clearly that Mr. Romney has been 
looking only on one side of the coin. The Territory’s financial 
affairs are very healthy. There is no reason why ths healthy 
financial situation should continue and prosper. Of 
course, if someone is not aware if the necessary attention that 
is required to maintain a healthy economy, one can certainly 
have a flop. 

In my opinion, the future picture is very bright for the 
Romney administration because he is deficit freee and is sit- 
ting on a large surplus. Also, he has been following through on 
some of the projects left by the Stoutt administration: Beef 
Island Airport, East End water supply, West End water supply, 
the abbatoir, the Report on the Cable and Wireless agreements, 
road improvements in Virgin Gorda, the Ridge Road, Port Pur- 
cell and, last but not least, the International Business Compan- 
ies Bill. And let me remind him that all monies spent by my 
administration had the unanimous approval of the Legislature. 

Another issue on which I wish to address you this evening is 
the fishing industry. Fishing is one of our main traditional 
industries. For years the fishermen expréssed the desire to 
have a place where they could take their catch and sell it. 
Being mindful of this, the Goverment, in 1978 — at which 
time I was Minister for Natural Resources — secured a loan of 
$705,000 from the Caribbean Development Bank at the fixed 
rate of 912%, with the approval of the Legislative Council. This 
ten-year loan is payable in quarterly installments commencing 
1987. Up to $403,000 of this loan is guaranteed by Govern- 
ment. 

The Fisheries Depot came into operation in 1982 and has 
been rendering excellent service to the people of the British 
Virgin Islands and visitors. It is employing many people and 
provides a ready source of fish for restaurants, hotels and 
householders. A large amount of our catch is exported to the 
U.S, Virgin Islands. In addition, many fishermen have been in- 
vesting in boats and fishing gadgets to take advantage of this 
new venture. 

I was somewhat dismayed to iearn that there is a plan in the 
making to close the Fisheries Depot and convert the use of the 
building to a restaurant and gift shops. I sincerely hope that 
the committee that was set up to give a report on the feasibil- 
ity of the project will think twice and realise that this project 
is less than two years old and it must be given a chance to 
succeed. 

We know that the success of any project depends on man- 
agement and if there is not good management we will certainly 
head for failure. This is one project from which the people of 
the BVI can benefit. And what is wrong if there has to be a 
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subsidy to the project from BVI tax payers money? 

Our craft industry is another one of my concerns. As a 
means Of livelihood, craft work is important to certain sectors 
of the BVI. When there is a tourist industry, as is the case in 
the BVI, it is indeed important to do everything that can be 
done to improve and increase the output of all sectors. It is 
with this in mind that Government set up VINDEL to 
manage and further develop the cottage industry. 

It has been learned over the years that tounists visiting any 
country always want to take back a souvenir made in that 
country. After some detailed study it was felt that quite a lot 
of money could be derived from souvenirs locally made. Dur- 
ing the first couple of years operation in any other business, 
you have what you might call the teething period and 
VINDEL certainly falls within that category. I was somewhat 
shocked to learn that there is a drastic move to close VINDEL 
because it is being felt in certain quarters that it will not make 
money. Again, this‘is a project for the people. It was designed 
to help them imprové their skills as well as a channel through 
which they could sell their products. If the site which now 
houses VINDEL is going to be used for another purpose, then 
let us relocate VINDEL and let the business continue for the 
good of the people. Are we really serious when we speak of 
promoting local goods for.tourism or are we just paying lip 
service? Let us take the interest of the people first. 

In the field of education, it is no doubt that we have come a 
long way in fulfilling our quest for better education. In 1983 
we spent $255,000.00 for training students and teachers in 
colleges and universities abroad. In my opinion it was well 
spent money, because, without higher education for our 
people, they will not be ready to secure better opportunities 
for themselves and those to come after. 

Over the years, there has been talk about a Community Col- 
lege or Technical College. Call it what you may — there is a 
dire need, in the BVI, for a college which will improve the 
knowledge and skills required in a modem society. The plans 
for a Community College were very well advanced by the for- 
mer Govemment. Agreement was reached between a land- 
owner and Government to acquire ten acres of land with the 
view of building the badly-needed Community College. But, 
to date, the people have heard nothing about Government’s 
plan for this project. With a developing country such as ours, 
many skills are needed: to name just a few — there is a dire 
need for improved secretarial skills, computer operate:s and 
technicians, hotel caterers, receptionists, accountants. Wnile it 
is true that some people are in a position to leave the island to 
acquire these skills, there are many who are not in such a 
position. And for these people, a Community College is the 
solution. | 

In our rapidly developing society, great care must be taken 
of our senior citizens’ needs. I was indeed pleased to learn 
that there are plans being made to refurbish the_old Nurses 
Home for our senior citizens. now housed in quarters managed 
by Government. 

During the course of last year, there was a well propagated 
rumour that H.L. Stoutt had stolen $80,000.00 which Govern- 
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ment received from Cynthia Major. Oz course, those people 
who propagated this lie did not l:now that the said sum was in 
Barclays Bank eaming interest for the Government. $25,000 
of the $80,000 was used to purchase land in Virgin Gorda for 
the construction of a library. Now it is the plan of the Gov- 
ernment to spend the remaiping sum on refurbishing the old 
Nurses Home for the enjoyment of the senior citizens. 

It is a true saying that if one did nothing wrong one has 
nothing to fear. Bearing in mind that lies are only a temporary 
measure for the cowards, the truth will always take its stand at 
the right place at the right time. 
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CHILE 


BMW CONSIDERING BUYING ARICA PLANT, STARTING PRODUCTION 
Santiago EL MERCURIO in Spanish 14 Oct 84 p B-l 


[Text] BMW, the well-known German automobile company, proposed to the 
government the possibility of establishing itself in Chile provided that 
the current exemptions and tariff protection enjoyed by local assembly- 
plants be "frozen" for a period of 10 years. 


That information was provided to "Economia y Negocios" by reliable 
sources, which indicated that high-level government officials are 
interested in that possibility and that talks in that regard are being 
held between the Production Development Corporation (CORFO) and some 
ministries. 


The main problem lies in the fact that the Automobile Statute, which 
establishes special protection for the manufacture of automobiles in 
Chile versus its imported counterparts expires on 31 December 1985, 

and BMW has requested that it be assured that the current exemptions will 
be maintained for a long period. 


That would represent a change in the policy pursued thus far since, 
as is known, that policy establishes that those exemptions should decrease 
according to a tariff reduction schedule. 


It was learned that the talks have been conducted by Isaac Ergas and 
Helmuth Federick, representing BMW, and that the company has propsoed 
the possibility of assembling 1,000 automobiles a year in our country. 


If the negotiations are successful, BMW will establish itself in the city 
of Arica, purchasing the facilities of Automotriz Arica, a company whose 
production is now at a standstill. 

In a conversation with "Economia y Nogocios," sources from Automotriz 
Arica confirmed that BMW had made a concrete offer to purchase the 
company but that the talks had come to a halt because the government had 
not clarified the future of the Automobile Statute. 


8711 
CSO: 3348/56 
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CHILE 


BRIEFS 


1984 AUTO PRODUCTION UP--According to a report from the Production 
Development Corporation (CORFO), national automobile production increased 
34 percent between January and August of this year compared to the same 
period last year. In the first 8 months of this year, 3,789 vehicles 
were assembled, while in the same period last year 2,828 units were 
built. Of the total built this year, 2,349 units were automobiles 

and 1,440 light trucks. The Automotores Franco Chilena S. A. 

company produced 1,721 vehicles, the largest number being the models: 
Peugeot 505 SR (716 units); Renault R-18 TX (250); Peugeot 504 S.W.F. 
2000 (168); Peugeot 305 SR S2 (154); and Renault 5-9 GTS (119). Meanwhile, 
the General Motors Chile S.A, company has built a total of 2,068 
vehicles, of which 814 were the model LUV KB 28L; 416, the LUV KB 28LW; 
364, the ASKA JJ; 264, the four-door Chevette; and 120, the Chevrolet 
C-10 DH 500 KG light truck. Between January and August of 1983, 
Automotores Franco Chilena S. A. built 1,064 vehicles of which 38? 

were the model Peugeot 505 SR; 240, the Peugeot 505 GL; and 191, the 
Peugeot 305 SR. On the other hand, during that period, General Motors 
Chile S.A. buiit 1,464 vehicles, of which 874 were the model LUV KB; 422, 
the four-door Chevette; and 171, the Chevrolet C-10 light truck. 

[Text] [Santiago EL MERCURIO in Spanish 13 Oct 84 p C=4] 8711 
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GREEN: PUBLIC OFFICERS MUST SUPPORT GOVERNMENT POLICIES 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 23 Oct 84 p 1 


[Text ] 


+ PUBLIC officers 
‘appreciate the “Ingredients” 
\of Government's ideciogical 
views and positions, Vice- 
President, Social 
‘Infrastructure, and First 
Deputy Prime Minister 
}Hamilton Green told Youth 
and Sport Officers yesterday. 
| Speaking on the topic 
.“Politics and the Public 
| Officer”, Cde Green said the 
Public Officer firstly has to 





rappreciate the reality of the ’ 
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must 





} 


' 
‘ 


world and must recognise our 
own legacy, our history of 
colonialism and exploitation 
both past and present. 

Officers must be able to 
interpret the political direction 
of Government, and whatever 
is done in the area of work 
Should be towards 
realisation of the objectives of 
Government, he said. 

Cde Green was delivering 
the first of a serie: of lectures 
to be given by. various 
speakers #t a five-day in- 
service training course for 


Youth and Sport Officers. The 


course opened at Bidco 
Training Centre yesterday and 
‘runs until Friday. 

The Vice-President, under 
whose portfolio the Depart- 
ment of Youth and Sport 
falls, acknowledged that there 
are occasional differences in 
personal inclinations and 
‘societal or State interests. 

However, he noted, the 
Public Officer, like any other 
‘member of society, has an 
lopportunity at election and 


| other proper times to say if he 


thinks the ideological direction 
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the . 


is wrong. 

But, as public servants, he 
emphasised, “you have a 
responsibility to support the 
Government's programme as 
is’. Responding to a related 
question posed by 28 par- 


ticipant after the address, Cde 


GUYANA 


Green stressed: ‘The national 
interest must come first if 
you're a serious public ser- 
vant’. 

The residential course for 
Youth and Sport Officers was 
organised by the Department 
of Youth and Sport. (GNA). 
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PNC ACTIVITIES, DESIGNS FOR LEADERSHIP DISCUSSED 
Report to General Council 


Georgetown NEW NATION in English 28 Oct 84 p 1 


[Text ] 

“Our Party, which is and Five. 
transforming our society in “The state of the Pa egencies are —Tt Sore 

rty who spend some * 10 weeks 
the process of building does not rest entirely on the at the Cuffy Ideological 
Socialism, requires a numerical size of the Party; Institute before participati 
membership that is not only but the number of members “we oe - we: 
ideologically and politically constitutes an important community 
sound, but is large enough . element in the process of A : 
to be alle to efentel | n t present a number of 

y Party-building”, he said. participants are at the 
Ga in Pte to i “a en ag Me ng = Institute from which they 

. 8 a n @ ; 

General Secretary of the Regional Pre a called n=" ™ ew 
People 8 National Congress, on each ~Region to set a 
Cde Ranji Chandisingh, who targets for membership and Cde Chandisingh urgea 
made these remarks during to achieve these targets by greater Regional _ > 
= presentation of the the time. the People’s volvement in the selection of 

eneral Secretary's report at ‘ National Congress celebrates personnel for the ideological 
th t General Council niversary ini 

rd “~ — M uncil, the 20th an of its * training programme and he 
8 e ao rs lm ie acckssion to the seat of . orted thet th Divisi 
important that ogee government. The an- 4 sabes coe "ca vision 
left to chance or to ad hoc niversary is in December. CoH ucation 
approaches. Cde Chandisingh, in his was €Eonsidering the im- 

He noted thet a grester : plementation of plans for 
number of Guyenese were report, also commented on the establishment of the 
now applying for mem- the extent of ical Centre for the Study of 
bership to the People’s training during the pe Socialist Theory and 
National Congress. The covered by the report. Practice. . 
Regions in which this Ideological training Is the _The Centre, he said, is 
development was most | responsiblity of the Division pivotal to the intensive 
noticeable were Three, Four for Ideological Education: development of the 

_ personnel from the Region, } Orientation of the 
the public sector and other Party and the wider society. 


Burnham on Model Behavior 


Georgetown NEW NATION in English 28 Oct 84 pl 


[Text] Leader of the People’s deserve, by exhibiting a 
National Congress, Cge higher degree of respon- 
Forbes Bumham, has called sibility. 
on members of General During @ brief report to 
Council to extend to their Thursday’s opgning session 
colleagues the courtesy they of General uncil, Cade 
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Burnham said unpunctuality 
at General Council sessions 


indicative of imespon- 


sibility. 


Notice of General Council 


sittings is given three 
months in advance. In 
addition, reminders are sent 
to members weeks before 
each sitting. 


Absence and lateness are 


therefore discourteous, 
especially since General 
Council is the highest foruin 
of the People’s Nationa! 
Congress betwees 
congresses. 


As Cde Butnham note -, 


nothing should tare 
precedence ove Genere’ 
Council, unless there <r 
special circumstances. in 
some Socialist couritrie: 


edmission to the cr-aferen. € 
hall is deniead ‘ter *» 
conference beyins, wiv - © 
others, none may ente: ei 
the leader or head of staic 

Cde Burnham a!s:, 
repeated a call he mad. 
eight years ago, to on 
congress of the Party, h: 
had then warned Pan, 
‘members of the dangers o/ 
factionalism. Factiona‘ism 
led to the death of Maurice 
Bishop and further, fac- 
tionalism within the New 
Jewel Movement eventual:, 
led to the setback in the 
Grenadian cause, the 
Caribbean cause and the 
Socialist cause, Cde Burn - 
sham said. He added tha. 
‘Hoth factions within the 
iNJM lost. 


nernncnnaness ae ee 


Central Executive Appointments 


Georgetown NEW NATION in English 28 Oct 84 pl 


[Text] 


Genera! Secretary of the 
People’s National Congress, 
Cde Renji Chandisingh 
anncunced the appointment 
of Foreign Minister, Cde 
Rashleigh Jackson, to the 
Central Executive Committee 
of the Party, and that ,of 
Cde Mohamed 
Shahabuddeen, as Chairman 
of Genera! Council, when on 
Thursday he presented his 
first General Secretary's 
report to General Council. 

Cde Chandisingh, who 
was appointed to his new 
office during the last 
quarter, was earlier 
congratulated by Chairman, 


Cde Shahabuddeen, Leader 
of the Party, Cde Forbes 
Burnham; and the members 
of the General Council. 

In his report, Cde 
Chandisingh also announced 
the appointment of Cde 
Patrick Denny as head of 
the Department of National 
Orientation and International 
Relations with Colin 
Heywood as his deputy. Cde 
Heywoos's special area of 
responsibility is Latin 


America and the Caribbean. 


Cde Sharma’s promotion 
to the position of Senior 
Executive Secretary was 
also announced. 


Proposed Code of Standards 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 30 Oct 84 pp l, 5 


[Text ] THE ruling People’s 
National Congress has 
Initiated steps for the in- 
troduction of a code dealing 
with standards of conduct by Central Executive member, 
and mode of dress for the ' Malcolm Parris on Sunday 
nation. while the proposals for the 
The Party Is aiso taking approach to ideological 
steps to establish a Centre for education were presented by 
the Study of Socialist Theory ' newly-appointed General 


and Practice. 

The broad outlines of the 
code were presented to the 
General Council of the Party 
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‘Centre for the 


Secretary of the Party . Cde 
Ranji Chandisingh. 

The proposals for the code 
are to be discussed in greater 
detail by the Central Executive 
of the Party which has been 
mancated to return to the 
next General Council meeting 
with firm prenosals 

Itis expected that in ad- 
dition to stipulating the mode 
of dress for different oc- 
casions, the code will also 
stipulate, among other things, 
the expected behaviour of 
citizens in relation to the 
National Anthem, the use of 
the word “Comrade” and 
uniforms for schools and 
other institutions. 

The move is being un- 
dertaken at a time wren 
there is growing concern 
about the disregard for 
Standards in the society and it 
iS SEEN aS a move to ensure 
that there is greater discipline 

a revival of standards 


In his presentation to the 
Genera! Council Sunday, Cde 
Parris, who is also Minister 
of Education expressed 
concern about the manner in 
which some graduating 
Students were dressed at the 
University of Guyana’s 18th 


Convocation exercises at 
Turkeyen last Saturday. 
And , in recent times ra 


topic of debate has been the 
increasing use of the coat and 
tle by both students and 
senior Government officials 
8t home as wel! as while 
Overseas on officia’ Susiness 

It is envisaged thet the 
Study of 
Socialist Theory and Practice 
will serve #8 an umbrella body 
for the Cufty ideological 
institute and the Kuru Kuru 
Co-operative Colie 36 and that 
it will facilitate the more 
eifective utilisetivn Sof tthe 
scarce resources “vailable 


The Centre wi be charged 
with develooig relevant 
courses in ic«vlogy for 
educational ing utions end 
for workers vw. different 
sectors of the society. 

Proposals also :77lude ideas 
ror the more pu. »oseful and 
conscious utilisaiicn of the 
media as agerts of public 
education helpirg to bring 
about new anc positive at- 


titudes to development. 


Meanwhile, ‘the _ third 
quarterly meeting of the 
General Council of the PNC 
ended at Sophis jast night 
after four days of extensive 
discussions whic’. covered a 
wide range of rnatters but 
which focused primarily on 
the state of the &. onomy, the 
national agricuitura! thrust. 
and preps 3tions for merking, 
in December, the 20th an- | 
niversary of the People’s 
National Congress in 
Government. 

There were at least three 
major interventions by Party 
Leader, President Forbes 
Burnham who reminded the 
Council of the need for 
Guyanese to stand on their 
own legs end use their 
ingenuity. 

“Our resourcefulness must 
be the springboard from 
which we jump", Cde Burn- 

ham told one session of the 
meeting attended by heads 
and other senior officials of 
government corporations and 
ministries and other public 
sector entities. 

“The restructuring of our 
society and our economy calis 
for patient work and en- 
durance,”’ he added. 

He also told the gathering 
that in view of the prevailing 
circumstances, to hope to get 
anything out of the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund (IMF) 
is to be baying at the moon. 
(GNA) 
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PPP CHARGES ITS MOTIONS IN PARLIAMENT ARE IGNORED 


Georgetown MIRROR in English 28 Oct 84 pl 


MEMBERS of the Opposition 
People’s Prorcressi'va Party are 
protesting that motions and 
questiong tabled since 1933 are 
not being put on the Order 
Paper (agenda) of the National 
Assembly. Numerous letters 
have been written by PPP Mem- 
bers of Parliament to the Min- 
isters corcerned, but no _ re- 
gposes are being received. 


Over 25 motions and questions 
put by the Opposition Party 
have not been dealt with since 
they appeared on the Notice 
Paper of the Parliament some 
15 months ago. A PPP spokes- 
man said that the time-span is 
even longer, since most motions 
and questions remain for 
months before they appear on 
the Notice Paper, and then they 
remain untouched for years. 
Some of the PPP’s motiong snd 
questions are  re-tabled when 
the Parliamentary Session ends. 


For the past 8 years, & motion 
enquiring what has happened to 
the One Men Commission ap- 
pointed om April 1, 1979 to in- 
vestigate the Jonestown mur- 
der-su'cide of over 800 persons, 
remains untouched. The Gov- 
ernment cannot answer the 
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question. It is normal practice that 
questions im parliaments are 
answered within a few weeks 
of being tabled 
PPP General Secretary Cheddi 
Jagan has esked since July last | 
year that the National Assembly 
establish » Specie! Select Com- 
mittee to carry out an invesiiga- 
tion into the operations of the Guy- 
ane Sugar Corporation, ithe 
Guvana Rice Board, the Guy- 
ana Mining Enterprise and 
Guyconstruct. Equity contribu- 
tions in the sum of $229m. 
$45m; $108m and $25m_ re- 
spectively, were provided by) 
Supplementary Fstimates in @ 
financial paper of 1982, to these 
four bodies. 


Another motion, tabled by 
veteran trade unionist tam 
Karran calls on the government 
to take steps to have the rele- 
vant legal instruments amended 
in order to provide all givern 
ment employees with the lega! 
right to an adesuate penson 
upon retirement. 


A motion proposing thot un 
employment relief be pr ided: 
to the thousands out of work 
was tabled by Janet Jagan on 
August 21. 1983, but has never | 
been olaced on the agenda of | 
the National Atsemh' 








GUYANA 


PPP ORCAN SAYS PNC GOVERNMENT IS HIDING FACTS ABOUT EXPENDITURES 
Georgetown MIRROR in English 28 Oct 84 p 4 


[Text] The PNC government is apparently continuing its cover-up of estimates 
policy into 1985. Over the past two years opposition parties in Parliament 
have been unable to ascertain exactly how much is being spent on every item 
of state expenditures. As a result debate was not possible. This has also 
been the practice in the Regional Democratic Councils...a paucity of informa- 
tion. Mirror understands that in Region 4 (Demerara-Mahaica) the cover-up 
continues. 


Recently at a meeting of the Regional Democratic Council, estimates of ex- 
pemliture for the Region were steamrollered through the Council without any 
meaningful examination of them by the members. As the controversial matter 
was put to the vote, 17 PNC members and one UF member voted in favour, while 
5 PPP members voted against. 


An informed source said that the estimates should normally be discussed first 
in the Council and then sent to the State Planning Secretariat (SPS) for 
scrutiny and final decision. This did not occur. The estimates were instead 
hastily drawn up and despatched to the State Planning Secretariat in order to 
meet a September 29 deadline. After these estimates were "finalised" by the 
SPS, the Regional authorities finally brought them to the Council for "debate" 
on October 23, 1984. The PPP membets denounced this farce. 


Councillor James Dastajir told the Mirror that he is a member of the Finance 
Committee of Region 4, but that he was not invited to any meeting to discuss 
or plan the estimates. He concluded therefore that the PPP was left out in 
the dark on purpose. As such the PPP not being aware of what the Budget 1985 
really entails, voted against it. 
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GUYANA 


BURNHAM: BARIMA RIVER HYDROPOWER PLANT NEAR COMPLETION 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 2 Nov 84 p & 


[Text] PRESIDENT Forbes Burnham disclosed yesterday that the hydro power com- 
plex being built at Eclipse Falls, Barima River by the Guyana Defence Force 
and the Guyana National Service will be completed next year. 


He also said that the Eclipse complex will go down in history as the [first 
hydro power complex to be built by Guyanese with assistance from ‘our Korean 
friends.” 


Speaking at a commissioning ceremony for GNS officers, he said too that “an- 
less there is some overwhelming reason for change’ the basic agencies to be 
involved in another hydro power complex at Kontumari will also be the GDF 
and the G.N.S. 


Underscoring the role of the two military units, he added: ‘Together these two 
arms of the Disciplined Forces are building and defending Guyana at a crucial 
time and period.” 


He noted that the G.N.S. and G.D.F. are closely linked with some difference of 
emphasis in the main tasks. While there is more emphasis on training, produc 
tion and orientation in the GNS, in the GDR the greater emphasis is on skill 
at arms and production of all types. 


Cde Burnham told members of the Disciplined Forces at the G.N.S. Sports Com- 
plex that they had the opportunity of contributing to development and having 
their names "on the scroll". 


The President noted that the GNS had been awarded the Medai of Service some 
time ago for the contribution it was making and he deciared that the new of- 
ficers had the opportunity of making a further distinctive and impressive con- 
tribution and to earn an even higher award in the Orders of the Co-operative 
Republic of Guyana. 


The President also disclosed that interviews were now being conc ed with 
young men and young women who are to receive higher training in flying heli- 
copters and fixed-wing aircraft. 











They will shortly be proceeding on overseas courses and when they return to 
Guyana, they will automatically fall into certain slots. 


Chief-of-Staff Brigadier Norman McLean and Director-General Joseph Singh on 
behalf of the ranks, pledged continued loyalty and support to the development 
thrust of the nation. 


The CNS Officers who received State Commissions are: DDG John Alexander 
Piggott, ADG Clifford Samuel Klass, Major Keith Herman Sooker, Major Neville 
Eversley Watson, Captain James David Lyght, Captain Samuel Khellowan, Captain 
Courtney Albert Parris, Captain Arnold Wellington Christiani, W/Capt Jasoda 
Kishun~/iustin, Lt. David Barker, Lt. Lloyd Terry Clarke, Lt. Colin Douglas 
Carryl, Lt. Majumbe Saundo, W/Lt. Megan Arlene Grenville, Lt. Brian Derick 
Poole, Lt. Edward Anthony Lord. Lt. Terrence Rawle Mation, W/Lt Harriet 
Elizabeth 4acket-Nials, {George Barclay]. 


CSO: 3298/158 


62 





GUYANA 


BRTEFS 


SPECIAL TUC MEETING--The new President of the Guyana Trades Union Congress 
(TUC) George Daniels yesterday said that the Executive Council of the TUC 

had summoned a special two-day conference for November 17 and 18 to complete 
the unfinished business of the recently adjourned conference of the organisa- 
tion, which was held one month ago at the Critchlow Labour College. Cde. 
Daniels said that at the conference the 200-odd delegates will complete dis- 
cussions on the report submitted by General Secretary, Cde. Joseph Pollydore, 
the financial report and the more than 100 motions. A special committee is to 
be set up by conference to reduce the number of motions since many are alike. 
[Text] [Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 28 Oct 84 p 9] 


RICE INDUSTRY RESTRUCTURING--A bill providing for the establishment of the 
National Paddy and Rice-Grading Centre, the Guyana Rice Milling and Marketing 
Authority and the Guyana Rice Export Board will be presented to the National 
Assembly at its meeting tomorrow, by Prime Minister Desmond Hoyte. The Bill 
intituled the Rice (Regulation of Manufacturing and Marketing) Bill 1984 will 
be read in the assembly for the first time tomorrow. In addition to providing 
for the establishment of the three bodies, the Bill seeks to make provision 
for the regulation of the manufacture and marketing of rice, and for securing 
the further development of the rice industry. The three new entities will be 
successor organisations to the Guyana Rice Board (GRB). They are being set up 
in keeping with Goverrment's plans for the reorganising of the local rice in- 
dustry in the interest of greater efficiency. Cde Hoyte is also scheduled to 
present, for its second reading tomorrow the National Agricultural Research 
Institute of Guyana Bill 1984. Tomorrow's session will also feature the pre- 
sentation of the conventions and recommendations of the 67th and 68th sessions 
of the International Labour Conference held ii 1981 and 1982, respectively. 
These conventions and recommendations will be tabled by Minister of Manpower 
and Co-operatives, Kenneth Denny. [Text] [Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in 
English 1 Nov 84 p 8] 
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MEXICO 


MOTA SEES ROLE FOR CITIZENS IN SECURING PUBLIC SAFETY 
Mexico City UNOMASUNO in Spanish 17 Oct 84 pp 1, 23 
[Article by Ubaldo Diaz and Isabel Llinas] 


[Text] In his capacity as secretary of public safety 
and highways of the Federal District, Gen Ramon Mota 
Sanchez told a group of deputies that citizens have 

“to be responsible for their own protection" because 

the capital city “cannot be an island of purity." He 
acknowledged that corrupt attitudes continue to exist in 
the department which is headed by the capital city 
manager, Ramon Aguirre Velazquez, and admitted that the 
police have overstepped their authority in the 
performance of their duties. 


For his part, Aguirre Velazquez, who was interviewed 
during his trip through the Gustavo A. Madero delegation, 
reiterated that the police should adapt themselves to 

the rules and regulations and pointed out that the 
cooperation of citizens is vital. 


During Gen Mota Sanchez' appearance in the Chamber of 
Deputies, 14 PRI [Institutional Revolutionary Party] and 
opposition deputies called into question the activities 
of the metropolitan police and demanded security for 
citizens of the capital. 


Citizens have to protect themselves because the police, without their 
cooperation, are unable to do so for lack of human and technical resources 
and also because the capital of the republic "cannot be an island of 
purity” or an "island of efficiency." "At the present time, the people 

of Mexico City have to be responsible for their own security," said 

Gen Ramon Mota Sanchez, secretary general for pulic safety and highways. 


Speaking before the combined committees of the Federal District and of 
Justice of the Chamber of Deputies, Gen Mota Sanchez, however, ruled out 
the use of firearms by citizens "because they are not experts in handling 
them" and because firearms are dangerous. He also denied that the 
metropolitan police are conducting raids in the popular barrios and said 
that the security forces only respond to the calls of citizens. 
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Nevertheless, 14 PRI and opposition deputies--only Deputy Hilda Anderson 
supported his actions--called into question the entire security system 
provided the inhabitants of Mexico City because not only are acts of 
corruption in the police department being observed, they said, but also 
that selfsame police department is continuously assaulting citizens in a 
violent manner, the proof of which can easily be produced. 


Gen Mota Sanchez was questioned about different subjects of interest 

to the inhabitants of Mexico City; however, most often his answers were 
limited; on other occasions, he did not answer the questions. At times 
he was also evasive, but he did acknowledge that acts of corruption 
continue to take place in the police department, although not in the same 
way or to the same extent as during the previous government. 


For almost 4 hours, Mota Sanchez met with the legislators who voiced 
their concern over security. The division general defended his work 
program, saying that in 1983 and 1984 the crime rates had remained 

W " 

stable. 


However, PSUM [Unified Socialist Party of Mexico] Deputy Ivan Garcia 

Solis reminded the secretary general for public safety and highways that 

a few years ago the judicial authorities had acknowledged that criminality 
and delinquency in the capitai of the republic had experienced a 
significant increase and that the inhabitants of the city are not 
receiving equal treatment as regards the dispensing of justice. The rich 
receive good police protection--11,000 bank police officers are in their 
service--while the masses, the poor, are those who are suffering from the 
infamous "razzias" [raids], harassments, assaults, robberies and 
extortions, 


The police official said that the police services have improved in 

the DF but that, unfortunately, a police career is not of great interest. 
Also the qualifications required of police applicants are many, which 
reduces even further the possibilities of training security forces in 

the Police Academy, 


He stressed that high-ranking police officers have traveled to the 

most modern cities in the world to familiarize themselves with the security 
systems employed in those countries, with a view to adapting them to 
Mexico's situation, 


At this point the opposition called into question the fact that the 

police techniques being used are a faithful copy of those practiced in 

the United States; and what is more they noted that the Mexican capital 
was becoming "Central Americanized,"' due to the excess number of uniformed 
personnel. 


For his part, the secretary of public safety and highways said that he 
had inherited a totally unstructured security organization, with serious 
deficiences and that, therefore, with very old defects that are quite 
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difficult to eradicate, such as corruption which is a problem of human 
beings, a problem of this society. 


He also said that the preventive police have not improved materially 

for lack of an adequate budget, which is currently limited. As 

concerns the personal aspects of police staffing, there is a crisis in 
values in which "individuals do not wish to subject themselves to police 
discipline." 


He blamed drivers, on the one hand, and the political parties of the 
opposition, on the other hand, for the clogging of streets in the 
capital, as there are continuous popular marches, meetings and 
demonstrations. 


He said that the police force should be totally motorized since a patrol- 
man does not have specific duties to perform. He said once again that 

he will organize patrols on a district basis, in specific places, to 
provide better assistance to people who need it. He also said three 
police officers a month are assaulted by private parties. 


The division general also said that at present people cannot live with 
their doors open and that citizens have to take all kinds of precautions, 


8143 
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MEXiv. 


METALWORKING INDUSTRY OPERATING BELOW 50 PERCENT CAPACITY 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 26 Oct 84 p 36-A 


[Text] The metalworking industry is operating at under 50 percent of its 
installed capacity. In less than 24 months over 1,800 business firms in 

the branch of industry have been closed down, and the prospects are "gloomy" 
because of the low quality of the native steel and the extremely poor market- 
ing conditions for these commodities; inasmuch as domestic prices are 4C 
percent below the international ones "and because they are not subject to 
financing." 


Guillermo Ferrer, chairman of CANACINTRA's [National Association of the Proce« 
ing Industry] Metalworking Industry Coordinating Council, disclosed the fore- 
going yesterday at a press conference, and noted that, owing to the average 
adjustment of 23.6 percent authorized by SECOFIN [Secretariat of Commerce and 
Industrial Development] for the price of steel, various derivative items 
(between 12 and 15 percent), such as nails, wire, toys, electrodes, dies, 
etc., are rising in price. 


He gave a reminder that, a year ago, the problems were the same, and that nor 
"the situation has worsened,'' which precludes the expectations for recovery 
that existed for the next fiscal year. 


He also noted that, despite the recent price increases allowed to suppliers 
of raw materials (which also include copper, zinc and aluminum, in addition 
to steel), "the marketing conditions imposed on us have not improved." 


He went on to say that the suppliers have established minimal purchase volumes 
which prevent the small and medium-sized businesses from being able to purchas 
directly. "Nor have the delivery programs been fulfilled, causing buyers 
serious problems." 


He explained that, owing to this situation, during the past 2 years slightly 
over 3,000 workers have been lost "in the metropolitan area alone," and that 
the situation is tending to worsen, because these companies, which are 99 
percent small and medium-sized, "lack their own resources and access to 
financing sources as well." 
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MEXICO 


BRIEFS 


CONSTRUCTION MATERIAL PRICES INCREASE--Representatives from construction firms 
disclosed yesterday that, after a slight reactivation in the industry, the 
prices of materials have risen by an average of 20 percent; while the Secreta- 
riat of Commerce and Industrial Development still fails to intervene in the 
regulation of prices, "because these items and input are subject to the law 

of supply and demand." When many businessmen specializing in the sale of 
construction materials were queried about this situation, they agreed in 
pointing out that the prices in this branch of the industry have risen, during 
the past 20 days, by from 17 to 20 percent on the average, and that as the 
activity increases greater increments are anticipated. During the first few 
days of this month, the price of bars rose from 75,000 pesos per ton to 84,000; 
last Saturday, the price of a ton of cement increased from 12,300 pesos, 
rising to 13,200 pesos by Monday of this week, not counting transportation 
costs. Hikes have also occurred in the prices of nails, screws, glass and 
input for finishes. From July to date, the federal government has increased 
its running expenses and its investments in the construction of schools, 
bridges, highways, buildings, hospitals, and public services, as well as in 
the expansion of the Metro in Mexico City, irrigation dams and housing complex- 
es; which caused the observance of a considerable operational activity in the 
construction industry. The construction materials distributors in this capi- 
tal noted that prices are tending to rise because the demand has increased, 
but thus far there has been no occurrence of speculation o the concealment 
thereof. In the Chamber of the Construction Industry and the one associated 
with iron and steel, it was admitted that the rise in the prices of these 
materials "will necessarily have repercussions on the total costs of the 
projects,” but it was claimed that these increments have already been consi- 
dered in the pertinent estimates. [Text] [Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 

24 Oct 84 p 4-A] 2909 


MARITIME AGREEMENT WITH USSR--Moscow, 27 October--The governments of Mexico 
and the Soviet Union have signed an agreement to increase the ocean transport 
between the two nations, in addition to carrying out major programs of an 
academic and commercial nature, for the purpose of achieving the formation of 
professional cadres as well as a greater flow of economic exchange. The 
foregoing statement was made here by the general director of merchant marine 
of the Secretariat of Communications and Transport of Mexico, Carlos Manuel 
Bandala, who added that, although his country's major clients are on the 
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American continent, particularly the United States, Brazil and Canada, there 
should be no disregard for other potential clients, such as the USSR, which, 
with its experience, could aid in the development of the Mexican merchant 
marine. Bandala heads a delegation from his country that is making a tour 

of Europe to learn about the management of the most important ports. He said: 
"Before arriving in the USSR, we were in the Netherlands." 
from a visit to the Black Sea, the official said that there are exchanges o 
experiences, ideas, study programs planning and other areas “which are very 
technical," with the USSR. During the talk with EXCELSIOR. the representative 
of the Mexican Foreign Trade Institute in Moscow, Eduardo uentes, was also 
present, noting that bringing his country's merchant marine into a closer 
relationship with that of the Soviet Union is crucially important for increas- 
ing the bilateral trade. He announced that the bilateral <¢rade amounts tc 
only $40 million. The exchange with Mexico is verv important to the Soviets, 
because they want to take advantage of the travel to Cuba and dock in Mexican 
ports, so as to purchase goods and not return empty, in addition to makings 
voyages which include Mexico on their route. [Text] [Mexico City EXCELSIOR in 
Spanish 28 Oct 84 pp 4-A, 39-A] 2909 


Upon his return 
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MANZANILLO PORT DEVELOPMENT--Manzanillo, Col., 25 October--The director of 
local port services, San Filigrana Castro, announced that this port would be 
promoted to give backing for the commercial operations with the Far East and 
to attract those currently being conducted in Long Beach and Oakland. He 
added that the backing of FERTIMEX [Mexican Fertilizer], CONASUPO [Nati 
Company tor Basic Commodities] and Sugar, Inc has been requested, so as to 
use Manzanillo's total port capacity; which will also make i 
attract foreign exchange that is escaping through other development enclay : 
The port official remarked that, despite the crisis that is being experienced, 
the loading and unloading operations have increased 30 percent over those in 


1983. He also noted that talks are being held with Monterrey, Coahuila and 
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Jalisco business owners to have them use the port’ s infrastructure and ship 
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through it their export goods going to countries such as Japan and Korea 
and others on the Asian continent. Finally, Filierana Castr: laimed that 
the customs representatives end leaders cof the icitic Lnion cf Day Laborer 
and Longshoremen have expressed gratification at the plan, because it would 


bring them economic gains as well. [Text] [Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 
26 Oct 84 p 7-D} 2909 
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OSBORNE HECKLED, PLM RALLY IN HARRIS CANCELLED 


MONTSERRAT 


Plymouth THE MONTSERRAT TIMES in English 12 Oct 84 pp l, 8 


[Text ] 


Salemites heckled and 
shouted down Chief 
Minister John Osborne's 
ruling People’s Liberation 
Movement party last 
Tuesday night; and the 
beleagured PLM _ politi- 
cians cancelled a public 
meeting which was 
scheduled for Harris’ 
lastnight. 


Reports from Harris’ 
Suggested an even more 
angry reception for the 
ruling party. 


Despite intensive 
advertizing, only a small 
number of Salemites 
bothered to come to the 
meeting. 

The politically appointed 
Public Relations Officer, Mr. 
Vernon Jeffers, was the first 
and longest speaker. And 
according to a young 
Salemite, it had been widely 
reported in the village that 
Jeffers had privately 
disclosed his intention to quit 
Osbome's PLM “as soonas 
i get my gratuity in my 
hand next January and 
tell all.” 
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Communications and 
Works Minister, J.B. 
Chalmers, the leader of 
the PLM's vicious 
campaign of slander 
against the local clergy 
was conspicuously absent. 

But Chief Minister 
Osbome who has vowed to 
wage a battle to death 
struggle-to deport the 
popular Kitttian Rector of St 
Peters’, Father Alston 
Percival got a rough 
reception. 


“You can't touch 
Father Percival, he is the 
best Parson we ever had 
and you cant send him 
anywhere,’ shouted a 
prominent Anglican lady 
who was previously 
regarded as a strong PL!4 
supporter 


In frustration Mr 
Osborne switched his 
attack to Oppost:on 
Progressive Democratic 
Party Leader, P. Austin 
Brambie and the Editor of 
the Times, H.R Bramble 


Osborne, who is yet to 
satisfactorily explain his 
whereabouts during the 
enirapment of the 
Brambles in West Palm 
Beach a few weeks ago, 
offered to read the 
charges against them and 
was roughly’ shouted 
down 


Said an angry youth: 
When will he tell us what 
he did with the hundreds 
of thousands of dollars he 
took away with him 
during his last trip 
abroad?” 


PLM Chairman John 
C. Kelsick (See Editorial 
on Page 4), read the mood 


of the crowd and avoided 
name-calling in order to 
escape hostility. 


The meeting brought 
to the fore mounting 
public anger about 
Government's anti-clergy 
policy and increasing 
suspicion Of PLM’s in- 
volvement in the entrap- 
ment of the Brambles. 








MONTSERRAT 


BRIEFS 


NEW GOVERNOR--Government House announced yesterday that Mr. Arthur Christopher 
Watson, CMG, will assume duties as the fifth substantive Governor of Montser- 
rat. He will succeed Mr. David Kenneth Hay Dale who is scheduled to leave 
the island early December. According to the release from Government House, 
Mr. Watson was awarded the CMG in 1977. During his career in the British 
Civil Service he has held high administrative posts in Uganda, Karachi, 
Anguilla, The Turks and Caicos Islands and Bandar Seri Begawan. Mr. Watson 

is married with one daughter, one step daughter and one stepson. [Text] 
[Plymouth THE MONTSERRAT TIMES in English 26 Oct 84 p 1] 


PLM LEADERSHIP ISSUE--Ruling Party sources revealed today that Chief Minister 
John Osborne is evaluating reports which seem to indicate that the party's 
Chairman, Mr. J. C. Kelsick is now a political liability. "A lot of people 
including members of the opposition have been telling me that Mr. Kelsick is 
responsible for the Government's unpopularity and I am wondering how to handle 
the situation,’ Osborne allegedly told questioners. Mr. Kelsick was nominated 
to the Legislature on the advice of the Chief Minister and was appointed Act- 
ing Minister of Education, Health and Community Services during the absence 

of the Hon. Mrs. Margaret Dyer-Howe. [Text] [Plymouth THE MONTSERRAT TIMES 
in English 26 Oct 84 p 1] 
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NICARAGUA 


JOURNALISTS RECEIVE SALARY INCREASES 
Managua EL NUEVO DIARIO in Spanish 23 Sep 84 p 7 
[Article: "New Salary Schedule for Journalists" ] 


[Text] Lily Soto, Secretary General of the UPN [Union of Nicaraguan Journalists] 
and Lester Mendieta, Secretary of Labor Affairs, signed a salary agreement yes- 
terday with directors of the nation’s mass media agencies. The agreement covers 
activities pertaining to the communications media, under the subheading of 
journalism. The signing took place in the presence of the General Employment 

and Salary Board. 


Prior to the signing, last 1 March, UPN took its first steps toward negotiating 
the respective occupational index for journalists. The proposal was then 
presented to the Ministry of Labor on 8 September. 


The broadcast journalists claim that the new salary agreement has put an 
end to the era when the radio broadcast management exploited news reporters 
inordinately. 


Of the total of 10 clauses, clause 4 states specifically that the agency 

or company management making the contract and the prospective employee retain 
the option of setting the salary for the probationary period, which is 3 
months. 


Journalists' salaries range from 6,500 to 14,000 cordobas, while regional 
radio broadcasters earn 4,000 to 9,000 cordobas, depending on the degree of 
job responsibility. 


Meanwhile, radio and TV correspondents will earn 3,000 to 4,000 cordobas. 


Finally, Lily Soto, UPN Secretary General, noted that the signing of this 
agreement is an excellent way to celebrate the 28th anniversary of the execu- 
tion of the founder of the Somoza tyranny. The execution was carried out by 
Rigoberto Lopez Perez, who also wielded his pen against the dictatorship with 
unpublished materials that were unknown until the victory of the RPS [Sandinist 
People's Revolution]. 


Soto added that departmental correspondents formerly had such low salaries that 
they earned as little as 800 cordobas. 


Present at the signing of the agreement were Lily Soto and Lester Mendieta ; 
for UPN, and Carlos Javier Perez, Director General of Employment and Salaries, 
as well as the directors of the nation's mass media agencies. 
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NICARAGUA 


HIGHER EDUCATION OFFICIAL ASSESSES UNIVERSITY STUDIES 
Managua EL NUEVO DIARIO in Spanish 8 Oct 84 p 14 
[Article: "University Enrolis 10,700 Students" ] 


[Text] Some 10,700 students have completed preliminary matriculation for the 
new academic year 1984-1985, said Dr Joaquin Solis Piura, president of the 
National Council of Higher Education (CNES) in an interview on various aspects 
of the educational scene. 


This year, due to conditions caused by the brutal imperialist aggression 
against us, and to the elections and the lack of manpower to step up produc- 
tion, student placement tests were suspended in favor of a Simpler method of 
selection. 


Applicants for university study in 70 different major fields offered by CNES 
were required to present proof of registration with the Patriotic Military 
Service and passing grades from the fourth year and the first semester of the 
fifth year of high school. 


Final acceptance to the universtiy in the major field of study preferred by 
the student will depend on evaluation by the Admissions Committee, with the 
aid of a computer. 


The computer displays each student's data or percentile scores. Dr Solis 
Piura explained that errors can be made (often the computer is not well-pro- 
grammed or picks up "electronic interference") but the student has a right to 
appeal. 


"There are quite a few appeals of preliminary computer results," added the 
CNES official, "but the majority of them are not correct." 


At present, the Admissions Committee, composed of officials of CNES, the 
Ministry of Education, and Students (UNEN) [National Union of Nicaraguan 
Students] and ANDEN [National Association of Nicaraguan Teachers], are 
analyzing the most recent percentile scores obtained for every student. 

The results of placement by major field of study will be released next week. 
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"During the pond from 19 July to the present, efforts of MED [Ministry of 
Education} and CN have brought about an improvement. Student dropouts have 
decreased. We rre trying to improve the system more pegged every day, 
although we have improved peti: Stet compared with the educational system 


eo 4 “oe 
we innericed, 


abroad. 
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sted Dr Solis upon his return from an educational mission 


iversity projects has not reached normal levels, due to the 
r rerl 


ing. Among the plans that have been delayed is 


10-block area of the National Engineering University (UNI) 


eason, problems exist with regard to laboratory materials and 
though efforts are being made to solve these needs through 
1tracts and importation under lines of credit offered by friendly 


1ined that the acquisition of texts and laboratory materials has 
midst of the war of aggression. He explained that the need 
s is a problem, not only for Nicaragua, bvt also for other 
Y ¢ 
,2 














Discipline Has Improved 


Asked about the problem of faculty discipline, the CNES president replied 
“the professors have improved their work noticeably." 


: 
tnat 


He admitted that there are problems, but, with the help of student assistant 


teachers and internationalist educators of high academic quality, the shortage 


is Delng overcome. 


r.ree vULatevories 


On a different matter, the dean of Higher Education said that the technica] 
: tfered by {INTECNA [National Technological Institute] of Granada, 
ind La Salle in Leon will be phased out gradually. 


1 conformance with the new structure of the educational system, both tech- 


Tr 
nical institutes will train only intermediate-level technicians and trained 
yorkers in the following categories: I. Trained Workers; II. Intermediate- 
level Technicians, and III. Uniw -sity Professionals. 
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PERU 


NATIONAL SHIPPING SAID TO NEED BETTER MANAGEMENT, EQUIPMENT 
Lima EL COMERCIO in Spanish 31 Oct 84 p A-6 


[Text] The Peruvian Shipping Company (CPV) needs to be run from a business 
standpoint, and that means the purchase of modern vessels, without which it 
will never be able to compete on the international market with the companies 
of other countries. It also requires an injection of capital based on loans, 
and backing, all at the nation's expense. 


This opinion was expressed by Deputy Hector Sabogal Higueras, chairman of that 
company’s investigating commission, who also advised that only the best ships 


of the present fleet should be kept, and that the others, which in fact are 
obsolete and inoperative, should be scrapped. 


He commented: "We must be careful and realize that this is not a company whose 

market is of national scope, wherein the competition would not prove so diffi- 
. a . . . ‘ - ' 

cult as in the case of the international scene to which it belongs." 


He claimed that the company is obviously in urgent need of a helping hand, 
ind assistance in the form of capital, the amount of which should be studied 
ly so as not to waste time, and so that it will be able to carry out 


quickly 
> - ° _ _ . - » a a ae ee 7 
a refloating plan as soon as possible. 


r 


remarked that the use of the mechanism ot the freightage reserve was 
ivisable, but taking care to make certain of the cargo both for the outgoing 
‘age and the return one; because if the ship sails empty on either of those 
tri} thr peration would bring losses. 
rc t Ships 
ibogal Higuera declared that CPV is unquestionably over-sized, not only in 
personnel but also in vessels which are obsolete and in disuse because thev 
t operate or because moving them is not profitable as a result of the 
) tne exce Ss personne]! 


rise t 1 group f problems, such a tailure to fulfill tl 
| ‘ S on = . ] 7 . £« . le ano ann ln M a. e 1 L<aA 
», delays in travel, lags in loading and unloading, etc.; all which 
: £ ++ 1 , 7 > 7 . = i . a »weod «a - 
lienates the lientele and forces it to use other services. 








He explained: "For this reason, the time has come, as Minister Pestana has 
said andas everyone knows, when less money is being lost by stopping the ships 
than by operating them; which is ridiculous, because if a company halts, it 
ceases to exist, and that is the truth about CPV." 


He added that if the number of ships werereduced, many people would surely be 
opposed, claiming that a state company should not scrap its assets; without 
realizing that this is the only way of solving that problem which is hurting 
all of us Peruvians. 


He said that it was not thousands of soles per day which are being lost by 
the firm, but rather millions of dollars; which represents figures in the 
billions when it is in the form of soles. 
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PERU 


EXPORTERS TRAVEL TO USSR 
Lima EL COMERCIO in Spanish 1 Nov 84 p A-13 


[Text] An exportable supply of over 100 products is being taken by the mission 
of the Exporters Association [ADEX] which went the USSR to negotiate the 
purchase of non-traditional export products. 


With them, Peru would pay part of the foreign debt contracted with that country 
in November 1983, which amounts to $165 million. 


It was agreed that the payment would be made by providing export products, in 
the proportion of 25 percent traditional products and 75 percent non-traditional 
products. 


Based upon the agreement on regulation of payments, the payments must be made 
in two phases: the first between November 1983 and December 1984, totaling 
$100 million; and the second in 1985, amounting to the $65 million difference. 


[Insofar as the non-traditional products are concerned, the progress of the 
negotiations has been very slow, owing to the requirements for quality, volumes 
and price; with the signing of contracts amounting to only $11.7 million, 

which represents 15.5 percent of the total. 


The purpose of the ADEX mission is precisely to hasten the negotiations, by 
submitting the samples to the Soviet marketing enterprises in physical form. 


The mission, headed by the chairman of ADEX, Gonzalo Garland, will remain in 
the USSR until 5 November. 


Products which the Russians have expressed an interest in purchasing are 
cotton and acrylic textiles, articles of clothing, zinc disks, fishing 
equipment, such as capstans, winches, pump and engines, steel balls for 
milling, steel cables, wines and vinegars, grape brandies, canned fish, 
adhesive tape, vinyl flooring, paints, shoes and slippers, lenses, chocolates, 
candy, medicines, etc. 


2909 
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PERU 


ANNUAL INFLATION RATE RISES TO OVER 101 PERCENT 
Lima EL COMERCIO in Spanish 1 Nov 84 p A-13 


[Text] The consumer price index for Metropolitan Lima for the month of October 
totaled 5.6 percent, whereby the cumulative inflation rate from October 1983 
to October 1984 became 101.2 percent, thus exceeding the dreaded 3-digit 

mark. 


These figures were provided by the chief of the National Institute of Statis- 
tics' (INE) communications office, engineer Walter Cavero Dhaga, who also 
noted that the cumulative rate for the period December 1983 to October 1984 
was 84.0 percent. 


In addition, he remarked that it is almost factual that, by the year's end 
(from January to December), inflation would reach 3 digits. When asked to 
make a prediction, he said that this was extremely difficult to do, but that 
with the current averages and the recent devaluations that have occurred, 
the inflation rate might possibly range between 110 and 120 percent at the 
end of this year. 

He commented that, in the indexes for this month, the effects of the 2.5 
percent devaluation which occurred the previous week, on prices, had not 
‘een included. He added that the repercussions would be reflected in the 
indexes for the coming months. 


Based on large groups, the sector associated with clothing and footwear was 
the one taking first place on the INE's tables, with a 9.3 percent variation 
in the price index; followed by the group representing furniture, equipment 
and household maintenance, with 6.7 percent; and, in third place, that of 
housing rental, fuel and electricity, with 6.0 percent. 


Food, beverages and tobacco totaled 5.5 percent in the INE statistics; health 
care and preservation and medical services, 5.7 percent; and miscellaneous 
recreation, cultural services and education, and the group representing other 
goods and services, reached 5.5 and 5.8 percent, respectively. 


[t should be pointed out that the group pertaining to transportation and commu- 
nications was the one which showed the least percentual variation (1.9 percent). 


On the other hand, the cumulative consumer price index up to the month of 
October which, as has been noted, is 84.0 percent, is substantially lower 
than that recorded for the same period last year (105.8 percent); and there- 
fore, thus far this year the cumulative rate has declined 21.8 percent. 
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PERU 


BUSINESSMEN'S GROUP REQUESTS 15-YEAR ECONOMIC PLAN 
Lima EL COMERCIO in Spanish 5 Nov 84 p A-15 


[Text] The businessmen affiliated with the National Confederation of Merchants 
[CONACO] have called for the country's political forces to support a stable, 
15-year complete economic plan the main features of which would not be changed 
by consecutive regimes. 


This statement was made in an address delivered on the occasion of this insti- 
tution's 39th anniversary. 


The CONACO proposal notes that the period requested would make it possible 

for the succession of governments not to alter the main features of the complete 
economic plan and the laws and regulations not to be changed as a result of 
temporary situations or expediency based on political circumstances. 


Only in this way would it be possible to generate the period of time essential 
for a sound, reliable, economic recovery, that would restore to Peru its 
productive capacity, relieving it of the heavy burden of the foreign debt, and 
make it autonomous again in the use of the funds accrued from its exports. 


Historic Pact Between Businessmen ard Politicians 


The CONACO statement adds: "This historic pact between businessmen and politi- 
cians will be the source of hope and liberation thac the nation is demanding, 
and that the men and women of the Peru of the future require for their self- 
improvement and development." 


It! asserts that it is a fundamental obligation of the productive forces and 
the political forces to motivate the strengthening of the capacity for 
generating employment and national identity, which would dignify the activity 
of the people in the free exercise of their creativity and labor. 


CONACO calls for the deployment of every imaginative effort to reactivate the 
productive system, with a particular effect on agriculture and industry. It 
also asks for replacement of the triditional energy sources, improved develop- 


ment of our industrial and exporting capacity and the creation of jobs. 


In conclusion, it demands the structuring of the legal, taxation and ‘--evenue 
collection systems as a whole, to make them consistent with the real situation 
to which they are being applied, not stifling productive initiative and making 


+ 


the payment o* taxes moderate. 
2909 
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BRIEFS 


NEW BUDGET MEASURES ANNOUNCED--Yesterday, the chairman of the Bicameral Budget 
Commission, Daniel Linares Bazan (AP [Popular Action]), announced that the 
annual national budget law for 1985 would contain a series of austerity 
measures and also provisions for penalizing waste in public administration. 
Among these measures he cited: a. limiting the use of government vehicles to 
avoid fuel costs; b. curtailing trips abroad, c. attaching priority to public 
investment for projects which are about to be finished and which will have 

a short-term profitability. He also explained that the financing law proposes 
an increment in the IGV [General Sales Tax] of from 8 to 10 percent, and 
mechanisms for tax reorganization to achieve a better yield for government 
revenue. It also calls for a foreign debt of $1 billion to cover part of 

the General Budget of the Republic for next year, as well as backing and 
guarantees for the private sector, and a domestic debt of approximately isa 
billion soles, which have been stipulated in the budget financing bill sent 
by the executive branch to the Congress. Linares also announced that he wou ld 
hola meetings with the economics commissions of both legislative branches, in 
order to coordinate all aspects of the approval of that regulation, which is 
essential for the preparation of the annual budget law of the republic. [Text] 
[Lima EL COMERCIO in Spanish 5 Nov 84 p A-4] 2909 


INDUSTRIES RAISE PRODUCTION--Yesterday the minister of industry, tourism and 
integration declared that the reactivation of the nation's industry has been 
shown by the fact that 87 industrial firms have raised their production by a 
combined average of 10 percent in recent months. He claimed that this index 
has been corroborated by the increase in industrial electric power consump- 
tion, which has also risen about 9 percent. Hence, he was of the opinion 
that the contribution of $160 million just granted by the IDB to his sector 
would make it possible for the signs of reactivation to become more steady 
because, with new working capital, in the form of soft loans, Peruvian industr 
will be abie to achieve its total recovery. Becerra Sotero explained that 
this sizable sum would be centralized by the Industrial Bank, and that the 
loans to industry would be granted in soles, with a ceiling equivalent to $3 
million per company, to be used for working capital and the purchase of input. 


He remarked that this was the largest payment that the IDB has made to a Latin 
American country in recent years, stating that the $160 million accounts for 
16 percent of the billion which that agency plans to contribute to Latin 


America. The minister of industry, tourism and integration also observed 

that the industrial reactivation plan has two essential features: protecting 
the domestic market and procuring credit. He said that, in the first instance, 
a group of legal provisions has already been put into effect, having brought 
sood results in recent months. [Text] [Lima EL COMERCIO in Spanish 5 Nov 84 

p A-4] 2909 
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Basseterre THE LABOUR SPOKESMAN in English 20 Oct 84 p ] 


[Text] The long-awaited visit to St. Kitts by the International Monetary 
Fund is now taking place. A team of experts from the Fund arrived in St. 
Kitts early this week and they are expected to be here for next week as well. 
fhe people « itt hould interest themselves in this visit because 
I.M.F. visits t me countries, including some Caribbean countries, have 


f 
led to arrangements between the government and the I.M.F. which have resulted 


in dj ra . lf t 

The Internat iJ Monetary Fund was set up in 1944. Following discussions in 
1943 and 1 + Started by the United States of America and Great Britain, cer- 
Cain agreements were reached, called the "Bretton Woods Agreements", which in- 
cluded the establishment of the World Bank (the International Bank for Recon- 
struction and | pment) and the International Monetary Fund. 

During the past #) years many countries all over the world have turned for as- 
Sistance to ..M.F. when faced by economic and fiscal difficulties. 

But assist » Trom the I.M.P. is very often bought at a heavy price which 
incl 

(a) 1 vi r -e on wage increases, 

(b) heavy 1 ti vernment expenditure, and 

(c) ( ] } 

In the Cat ial and political problems which have followed I.M.F. 
assistanc: and JYominican Republic are well known. The Govern- 
ment of near u n arbuda has publicly declared that acceptance of 
the I.M.F. pack would cause too much distress to the people of that nation. 
It has been said that th overnment of St. Kitts is considering making an ar- 
rangement with L.4.5. which would cause the laying off of workers in the 
Sugar indust? itt the number of civil servants and other public servants, 
the virtua Lon of wage increases, the cutting back of public services 








like health, education, housing, etc., and the devaluation of the cur- 
rency. 


We bring these matters to the attention of the general public because the 
Simmonds government is notorious for making secret deals which distress the 
workezs and the poor. 


The I.M.F. officials should know that there has not been even one effort at 
public discussion or consensus on these matters. 
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ST CHRISTOPHER-NEVIS 


LABOUR LEADER CRITICIZES MILITARIZATION OF POLICE FORCE 


Basseterre THE LABOUR SPOKESMAN in English 20 Oct 84 p 1 
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[Article by Fitzroy bryant] 


[Text] In January 1968 the Labour Government headed \jsy the late revered Hon. 
Robert Llewellyn Bradshaw set up a "regular core” of ‘full-time soldiers with- 
in the St. Kitts-Nevis Defense Force. 


This was 6 months after a desperate attempt had been made, unsuccessfully, by 
the Peoples Action Movement supported by armed Anguillians ana white American 
mercenaries to shoot the lawfully elected government out of office ina sur 
prise attack. 


The attempted coup by the People's Action Movement on Saturday 10 June 1967 
involved the use of dynamite and other explosives, macine guns and a variety 
of other firearms against the Defence Force headquarters at Springfield, the 
Police Force headquarters at Cayon Street, the Power Station at Needsmust, and 
the homes of Ministers of Government. 


It was set up to safeguard the security of the country against external or 
internal aggressicn. 


—_ 


The St. hitts-Nevis Defence Force was established in 1896 and is one of the 
Oldest military organisations in the Caribbean and in the Commonwealth of Na- 
tions. The Defence Force is an army and is running along the lines of the 
British Army in conformity with the British Army Act of 1955. 


After the change of government in February 1980, the PAM trumps made it quite 
clear that they had urgent plans to disband the Defence Force But it took a 
little while to do. They had to dump the Governor, Sir Probyn Innis, first 
And they had to dump the Commissioner of Police, Mr. Joseph Francis, and the 
Deputy Commissioner, Mr. Hubert Phipps. 

Wednesday, 16 September 1981--Bradshaw's Birthday 

By September 1981 they were ready. On Wednesday 16 September 1981, deliber- 
ately choosing the birth anniversary of Mr. Bradhsaw for the cynical purpose, 
Simmonds, his Permanent Secretary Calvin Farier, his new Comm; | rt Police 
Stanley V. Fra ind his Propaganda Adviser Terence V. Ryr nt to tl 
Defence Forcs< eadquarters at Springfiel 


» fy 
. 
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Simmonds told the full-time soldiers, then numbering 50 men, that his govern- 
ment didn't want any “army” and that the ‘regular core of the Defence Force 
would be disbanded “with immediate effect’. 


The PAM propaganda machinery, including ZIZ t.v. and radio, was quick to take 
up the issue. ‘What a small island like St. Kitts want army for?" ‘Who the 
army is to fight against?" "Army is dangerous thing, you know, for they does 
take over government when they ready.’ 


"The Democrat" for Saturday 19 September 1981 crowed on its front pages: ‘The 
government, however, has now implemented a policy decision to phase out this 
salaried, fulltime section of the Defence Force, which numbers about 50". 


That is the background against which the people of St. Kitts must view the 

open and dangerous military build-up now taking place in this island, with 
crateload after crateload of modern, sophisticated weapons being brought in 

by the Simmonds government and with United States military personnel now 
training a ‘special core’ of soldiers in the skills of modern warfare. 

The first part of the Simmonds government's answer is that the U.S. experts are 
training the police. 


What Police? B-s-, again. It's an army being trained, under the guise of the 
Police Force. 


Notice, first, that only certain special hand-picked men are being trained. A 
"special core" of men. 


The Police Is Not an Armed Force 


Secondly, there is an enormous difference between the Police and the military, 
sometimes called “the armed forces". The name tells you part of the differ- 
ence--the armed forces bear arms and arms training is a key part of their prep- 
aration. The Police, in our system, is not an armed force. It is not part of 
the military. 


Traditionally, the military is divided into three branches: the army, the navy 
and the air force. Its primary duty is supposed to he the defence of the 
country against armed aggression, from outside or from inside the country. 

The military is also used for armed aggression against other countries. 


In short, the military is used for wartare. [External aggression, civil (or 
internal) warfare, the defence of the realm against armed attack. 


The Police Force is a civil force, not a military force. Its primary duty 
is to keep the peace between citizen and citizen, to uphold th law of the 
land in accordance with certain strict rules laid down by the law. 


The Police Force is neitiner the army, the navy, nor the air force and it is 
not part of any military force. Policemen are not soldiers or marines. They 
are civilians invested with special powers. 








Here, in St. Kitts, we have a military force, the Defence Force, and we have a 
civil force, the Police. The duties and responsibilities of the two forces are 
very different. At least, they are very different in law and in internation- 
al practice. 


But, for very sinister and dangerous motives, the Simmonds government has em- 
barked on the reckless path of combining military and Police functions under 
the Commissioner of Police, recently appointed as Commandant of the Armed 
Forces. 


U.S. Military, Not U.S. Police 


Thirdly, and most importantly, sensible people will note that the ‘special core’ 
of men now being trained by U.S. experts are being trained by U.S. military 
personnel, not the U.S. Police. 


Need I really say more? The U.S. Police are internationally regarded as ex- 
pert officers who can shoot expertly, who can detect crimes expertly, who can 
deal with civil disorder expertly, who are best-in-the-world at Police duties. 


So if Simmonds and the U.S. Government wanted to upgrade the St. Kitts Police 
Force, why not send some U.S. Police experts to train our policemen, including 
training them how to shoot. 


But no. St. Kitts needs U.S. army and navy personnel, skilled in the art of 
modern warfare to tain our so-called policemen in the "special core’. St. 
Kitts needs U.S. military experts to upgrade and prepare the Police Force. 


To prepare them for what? Not to keep the peace between citizen and citizen, 
not to uphold the law of the land as policemen. 


The purpose of this article is not to debate the pros and cons of having an 
army, small or large, in St. Kitts. After 1967, as I have recalled above, 
the Labour Party set up a small full-time army within the Defence Force. 


Rather, it is to show the dishonesty, the hypocrisy and the folly of estab- 
lishing an army inside the Police Force. It is to show what a liar Kennedy 
Simmonds really is. And it is to show that, quite wantonly, the fools in the 
government are destroying the carefully balanced relationship between the 
Police and the public. 


Warfare is for soldiers--for the army, the marines, men in fighter planes. ~ 
‘Men and women with powerful guns intending to kill people. The Police are 

supposed to be civilians like us, our friends, working with us to keep the 

peace. Not anxious to kill people. 
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ST CHRISTOPHER-NEVIS 


SIMMONDS DENIES POLITICS INVOLVED IN GOVERNMENT FIRINGS 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 5 Nov 84 p 5 


[Text] BRIDGETOWN, Sun., (Canma)--ST. KITTS and Nevis Prime Minister, Dr. 
Kennedy Simmonds, said a "handful" of Government workers had been sacked, 
because they allowed their political preferences to interfere with their 
performance. 


But he has strongly denied a charge that his administration had dismissed 
workers because of their political affiliation. 


Dr. Simmonds, in Barbados to deliver the feature address at the graduation 
ceremony of the Cave Hill Campus of the University of the West Indies (UWI) 
was reacting to the charge made last month by an official of the Caribbean 
Conference of Churches (CCC). 


A Pattern 

"We are not disputing that people were fired, but we are saying that the people 
were fired because they have not been performing the work that they are proper- 
ly called upon to do," he told the Caribbean News Agency. 

Rev. Cecil Prescod, the CCC's peace and justice intern, said there seemed to 

be a pattern where political opposition or freedom of speech was not guaran- 


teed to all Kittitians. 


He also said he had spoken to a number of Kittitians, who said they had 
been sacked for political reasons and not poor performance. 
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ST. CHRISTOPHER-NEVIS 


BRIEFS 


LABOR ON SUGAR QUOTA--Once more the Simmonds government has been caught try- 
ing to pull a fast one on Sugar workers, civil servants and other public ser- 
vants in St. Kitts hy issuing a press release last week-end referring to a 
cutback on the U.S. quota of Sugar from St. Kitts. It is well-known that 

teh quota was never met since the PAM/NRP coalition took over the government 
and sugar industry in February 1980. Therefore the government is only look- 
ing a scapegoat to implement its diabolic scheme of sending home thousands of 
sugar factory workers, Sugar estate workers, civil servants and public ser- 
vants. [From the unsigned column "Dem Say That..."] [Text] [Basseterre THE 
LABOUR SPOKESMAN in English 20 Oct 84 p 10] 


TAIWAN ACCQRD--A diplomatic agreement for cooperation in agriculture was 
Signed between Prime Minister Simmonds and His Excellency Ambassador Wang 

of the Republic of China this week, which promises to underwrite the develop- 
ment of diversified agricultural techniques and programmes in St. Kitts 

and Nevis over the next three years, the duration of the agreement. The 
Republic of China will pay a 3-5 man technical mission, research, the de- 
velopment of new staple food crops such as rice, the establishment of a model 
farm, an improved methods of production. Ambassador Wang pre: nted his cre- 
dentials this week (See Page 3). The Signing ceremony was recorded by Z1Z 
National TV. [Text] [Basseterre THE DEMOCRAT in English 27 Oct 84 p 12] 
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGC 


CAMPAIGN DEBATE OVER STATUS OF TOBAGO INTENSIFIES 
Chambers on Financial Situation 
Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 30 Oct 84 p 48 


[Text] SCARBOROUGH: TOBAGO, with just four per cent of the population of the 
country, received from the Government $138 million in recurrent expenditure fer 
1984 up to the end of September, County St George in Trinidad with 50 per cent 
of the population received $89 million. 


Under capital expenditure Tobago received $48.5 million during the same period 
while all of the municipalities in Trinidad, (Port of Spain, San Fernando, 
Arima and Point Fortin), received $7 million. 


While Tobago received $48.5 million in capital expenditure, all county coun- 
cils representing 96 per cent of the population of the country got just $9.8 
million over the same period. 


These were some of the money figures which Prime Minister George Chambers 
trotted out at the political rally of the PNM on Sunday at Shirvan Park in 
Tobago. 


He was responding to charges of financial neglect of the Tobago House of As-~ 
sembly made by the DAC which is in political control of the Assembly. 


According to Chambers, only on Friday before leaving Trinidad, he, as Minister 
of Finance, signed a warrant for the release of $13 million to the THA. 


"And I have been accused of discriminating in favour of Trinidad,’ he said. 
"Well, I haven't the foggiest idea how the hell I am going to land in Piarco 
tomorrow, because Trinidad will be justified in asking me how could I give 
all the money to Tobago," he declared. 


Earlier Chambers endorsed figures released by Minister of Labour Errol Mahabir 
which showed that the central government during the four years of the life of 
the Assembly had released $714,909,171 to Tobago. (Not the THA as incorrectly 
reported yesterday). 


Chambers said that this figure was nearer one billion when money spent in 
Tobago by Government agencies was taken into consideration. 
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He told the meeting that they must call upon the people who had been in con- 
trol in Tobago for an account of how the money was spent. 


"Financial accountability," he stressed must be made an issue of the November 
Assembly elections and in this connection, he charged that the THA has been 
consistently late in presenting its financial reports to the Auditor General. 


Still on the subject of money for Tobago, Chambers said that the figures he 
quoted should be seen in the context of what the country's first Five-year 
Development Plan cost--$198 million. "In four years you have got six times 
that amount in Tobago. "The people of Tobago must demand to be told where 
that bloody money gone," he told a cheering crowd. 





Chambers ended by assuring Tobago that he will continue to extend to the 
people "that hand of friendship which I understand, is now being called a finny 
hand." 


"Well let me assure you, my friends, that it is the same finny hand that is 
going to close the damn book (electoral symbol of the DAC) and throw it off 
the Scarborough jetty," he declared. 


He then announced November 26 as Election Day and November 13 Nomination Day. 


Chambers' Strategy 


Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 30 Oct 84 p 8 


[Editorial ] 
{Text ] 
WE welcome the Prime Min- year, while the Assembly wus 
ister’s concern over the failure, - eight months late, it would be 
by a few months, of the Tobago interesting to find out what is 
House 6f Assembly, to submit its the position with all the other 
annual accounts to the Auditor government bodies. Mr. Cham- 
General and we hope he will bers is in a position to know, and 
extend that concern to all those if he is not simply playing parti- 
statutory bodies, which have san politics, he should give the 
missed their deadline by years. full picture rather than choose 
the focus to suit his particular 
According to last year’s Audi- political ambitions. 

tor General’s report financial 
statements were not submitted But his Shirvan Park address 
not only by the House of Assem- was important for a larger rea- 
bly, but by the San Fernando son and it is that he has unveiled 
Borough Council, the Central his plan for winning the Novem- 
Marketing Agency, the Cocoa ber 26 elections. On one level, 
and Coffee Industry Board and Mr. Chambers has moved with 
the Chaguaramas Development political shrewdness in that he 
Authority. has used the power of his office 
; ; to put the Democratic Action 
And, with regards to this Congress (DAC) on the defensive 
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by deciding and announcing 
what, in fact, will be the issue of 
the campaign, unless A.N.R. 
Robinson and his colleagues can 
deflect his first salvo and turn 
the campaign to other things. 


On the other hand, however, 
the ‘‘seccesion’’ issue he has cho- 
sen is divisive, and even explo- 
sive, not only for Tobagonians, 
themselves, but for the entire 
population of Trinidad and To- 
bago. 


It is an issue we refuse to 
believe the Prime Minister has 
raised lightly, simply to score 


political points, and, as we wrote 


earlier in a different context, to 
further his particular political 
ambitions. 

True, it has come out of no- 
where and the temptation will be 
to insist that the Prime Minister 
has invented it unless over the 
four next weeks he shows the 
people of this unitary state in- 
controvertible evidence not only 
that there is a secesssionist move 
in Tobago, but that the DAC, 
under Mr. Robinson, is behind it. 

Certainly, the DAC has not 
been peddling that line so that 
the move, if it exists, must have 
been hatched secretly and, what 
is worse, without the knowledge, 
far less the consent, of the Toba- 


gonian people. 
We will continue to doubt that 
even if every single speaker at 


. Shirvan Park on Sunday, taking 


Mr. Chamber’s lead, insisted 
that secession was, in fact,the 
issue and see in it a ploy by 
government to escape being crit- 
icised for its stewardship of the 
sister island over the years. 
Moreover, we would like to 
warn the Prime Minister that he 
is treading a very dangerous 


road. Once the secessionist issue. 


has been raised, it will not easily 
go away, but will continue to 
bedevil relations between the 
two islands that make up this 
state. 

It will raise all kinds of unnec- 
essary animosities inside Tobago 
and what should merely be a 
political battle between three( 
we include the National Joint 
Action Committee) contending 
political forces, will suddenly be 
made into a choice between 
Trinidad and Tobago and thet, 
for all kinds of reasons, is no 
choiceat all. 

Still, a month is a long time in 
politics and it will be fascinating 
to observe how Mr. Robinson 
deals with Mr. Chamber’s move. 
Will he be able to check it before 
it gains momentum or is he 
doomed to follow the Prime Min- 
ister’s lead up to November 25 ? 


ONR Campaign Call 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 31 Oct 84 p 15 


[Text ! 


THE Organisation for Na- 
tional Reconstruction (ONR) 
has called for a fair and clean 
campaign in‘ the Bo 
House of Assembly (THA) 
elections on November 26. _ 

The ONR through its public 
relations officer, Mr. Lennox 
Raphael, was commenting on 
the speech made by Prime 
Minister Mr. George Cham- 
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bers in his capacity as Polit- 
ical Leader of the Peoples’ 
National Movement (PNM) 
when the PNM presented its 
12 candidates on Sunday. 

On Mr. Chambers’s cali for the 
‘THA to give an account of the mil- 
lions given to it by Central Govern- 
ment since 1980, Mr. Raphael, said: 

“‘We are pleased to hear Mr. Cham- 


bers speaking about accountability 
as it means we will soon hear from | 


— 














the Honourable Prime Minister all 
the financiai details in a jot of state 
enterprises such as the ISCOTT. 


“At long last, Mr. Chambers will 
be telling the —_ — the taxpay- 
€rs — about how our money was 
spent or, shall we say misspent.?” 


Emphasising that Mr. A.N.R. 
Robinson, chairman of the Democ- 
ratic Action Congress (DAC), was 
deeply committed to preserving the 


bago, Mr. Rayhael said: 


“It was simply an attempt to de- 
ceive unsuspecting Tobagonians 
when Mr. Chambers said the main 
Issue in the election was maintaining 
that status. 


“There was never any doubt that 
the DAC and Mr. Robinson are com- 
mitted to this principle. Let the 
campaign be fair and clean so that 








our democratic process can be en- 


unitary state of Trinidad and To- hanced and make us all proud.” 


PNM Manifesto 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 2 Nov 84 p 1 
[Article by John Babb] 


[Text] THE PEOPLE'S National Movement (PNM) in its manifesto for the Tobago 
House of Assembly Elections, due to be held November 26, says that it has 
demonstrated its commitment to ensure that Tobago reaps all the benefits which 
the House of Assembly Act was intended to provide. 


Towards this end, the party said that over the very short life of the Assembly 
more that $1.2 billion have been spent in Tobago by the Assembly, the Central 

Administrative Services for Tobago (CAST) and Central Government agencies--all 
of the funds coming from the Central Government which is controlled by the PNM. 


Labour Minister, Mr. Errol Mahabir, the virtual author of the party's mani- 
festo, and chairman of the party committee that was largely responsible for 
the preparation of last Sunday's rally at Shirvan Park in Tobago, was publicly 
commended on Sunday by the Prime Minister and Political Leader of the PNM, 

Mr. George Chambers. 


In the manifesto, the PNM said it has presented data which clearly indicates 
that the Tobago House of Assembly itself has been provided with substantial 
sums to pursue its programmes and objectives. 


"Hallow Cries' 


The manifesto reads: "For the period January 1981 to September 30, 1984, the 
Assembly received $714.909,177 for recurrent and capital expenditure. And yet 
we hear the hallow cries that funds have been withheld from the Assembly. 


“In addition between January 1, 1981 and September 30, 1984 CAST has been 
provided with $236,094,809 for recurrent expenditure and $71,692,160 for 
capital expenditure. Central Government agencies also spent $136,147 ,886 
during the period 1980 to July, 1984, 


"Over the very short life of the Assembly more than $1.2 billion have been 
spent in Tobago by the Assembly, and CAST and Central Government agencies. 
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"This substantial sum of $1.2 billion," said the manifesto, “is about the same 
as the total sum spent over the same period in St. Christopher/Nevis, 
Dominica, and Antigua and Barbuda which have a total population of 204,900 

or some five times that of Tobago; it is twice the amount spent in St. Lucia 
with a population three times that of Tobago; it is one third of the amount 
spent in Barbados with a population of over 250,000 or over six times that of 
Tobago." 


The 46-page manifesto also presents pictures of development projects on the 
sister island. 


The PNM said it offered to all citizens resident in Tobago, ''a better way of 
life and specifically pledged to pursue a number of projects. 


The PNM has pledged to "take all steps necessary to strengthen the relation- 
ship which binds Trinidad and Tobago together, giving full opportunity to 
all our citizens to participate in the process." 

Among other things, the PNM has also pledged the following: 


--To make full use of Tobago's potential in agriculture and fishing; 


--Accelerate industrial development and encourage small businessmen to make 
full use of the Industrial Development Corporation soft loan window; 


--Develop the tourist industry to make full use of Tobago's attraction as a 
tourist destination; 


--Construct more homes and make building lots available with the necessary 
infrastructure; 


--Expand and: upgrade community facilities in the fields of Health, Social Wel- 
fare, Education and in Community Development; 


Modern Facilities 


--Upgrade and develop sporting facilities to unearth and enrich further talent 
of Tobago; 


--Provide modern facilities to encourage cultural activities; 


-~-Preserve places of historical interest and natural beauty with which Tobago 
is so richly endowed; 


--Enhance and expand the public utilities--telephones, electricity, water, 
postal services, public transport; 


--Maintain adequate air and sea transport facilities to ensure easy movement 
of people, goods and services between Tobago and Trinidad; 


--Hasten the construction of modern facilities at Crown Point Airport, and at 
the Tobago Terminal at Piarco; 
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--Extend the highway system and upgrade the minor roads in Tobago; 


--Promote growth of the Co-operative Societies drawing attention to Tobago 
United Co-operative Society Ltd., one of the most successful co-operatives in 
Trinidad and Tobago; 


--Improve facilities for obtaining documents, such as birth, marriage and 
death certificates, deeds and other legal documents, import licences and ex- 
Change control approval. 


DAC Rejection of Chambers' Claims 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 2 Nov 84 p 6 


[Text] THE Democratic Action Congress (DAC) has questioned the Government's 
expenditure in Tobago as outlined by Prime Minister George Chambers in his 
statement at the rally of the ruling People's National Movement last Sunday. 


In a prepared statement, DAC said: 


"According to your newspaper, the Prime Minister said that with just four per 
cent of the population, Tobago received from the Government $138 million in re- 
current expenditure for 1984 up to the end of September. County St George, 
with 50 per cent of the population, received $89 million. 


"The fact is, Government does not pass money to islands or County Councils. 
It does so to competent authorities with appropriate accounting officers. 


"As Minister of Finance, Mr Chambers knows this. To have credibility, Mr 
Chambers must tell us who got the $138 million, and who got the $89 million. 


"One thing is certain: Mr. A. N. R. Robinson did not receive the sum mention- 
ed, unless Mr. Chambers and the Comptroller of Accounts and the whole Ministry 
of Finance have all gone mad. 


"Mr. Chambers must confirm the following: 


--"Whether the $138 million went only to the House of Assembly (Accounting of- 
ficer is the Clerk) or to both the Assembly and CAST (Central Administrative 
Services) whose Permanent Secretary and Accounting Officer is Mr. Horace 
Bailey. 


--"Similarly, we must be told whether the $89 million went to the St. George 
County Councils (two of them) only--or whom else? 


--"Mr. Chambers must then tell us exactly what recurrent expenditure in Tobago 
the $138 million covered. Did it include wages and sataries of public ser- 
vants and daily paid employees working in Tobago? 


--"We must then be told whether the $138 million covered salaries to all 
teachers (in primary and secondary schools), doctors, nurses, other hospital 
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personnel, library staff, CAST staff Works Division staff and other House of 
Assembly staff in Tobago, or to which of them. 


Suspicious Public 


--"The same applies to the County Councils. For example, who among the 50 

per cent of the populati 1 received any part of the $89 million and for what? 
Was it only County Council staff? Were Central government administrative 
staff for example or P.0O.S. General Hospital staff or St. Ann's Hospital staff 
paid from this $89 million? (All this is part of County St. George.) We 
rather fear not. 


--"We are deeply concerned that Mr. Chambers was not comparing like with like. 
Only he would know, and he must answer these questions or the public will fear 
the worst. 





"Mr. Chambers has used these and other inflammatory statements to impress a 
highly cynical and suspicious public. He said, for example "Trinidad will be 
justified in asking me how could I give all that money to Tobago?" He must 
vindicate his statements or lose all credibility. 


"The Prime Minister must also explain to us all his concern over the five- 
month delay in submitting Tobago's accounts, when ISCOTT's was laid before 
Parliament yesterday, six years late." 


Robinson 'Underdevelopment' Charge 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 9 Nov 84 p 1 
[Article by Clevon Raphael] 


[Text] GOVERNMENT OF Trinidad and Tobago is operating a policy of de-populat- 
ing Tobago by underdeveloping the island. 


Mr. A. N. R. Robinson, Chairman of the Democratic Action Congress (DAC) and 
of the Tobago House of Assembly, levelled this accusation at a meeting of the 
National Alliance for Reconstruction (NAR) in Woodford Square, Port-of-Spain, 
Wednesday night. 


The very large crowd which gathered to witness the presentation of the DAC's 
12 candidates for the November 26 elections to the Tobago House of Assembly, 
also heard Mr. Robinson's rebuttal of charges levelled against the Assembly 
by Prime Minister George Chambers. 


Mr. Robinson, who was forced to interrupt his speech for five minutes after 
complaining of feeling a little unwell, told the audience that Mr. Chambers 
should be the last person to speak about accountability. 


Mr. Robinson said Mr. Chambers, in his capacity as Political Leader of the PNM, 
thought he could have gone to Tobago at the recent 3 NM rally to mesmerise the 
"country-bookies in Tobago" with figures forgetting that he (Robinson) was 


97 

















once Mr. Chambers's boss when he (Robinson) was Minister of Finance and Mr. 
Chambers parliamentary Secretary in the Ministry. 


In one of his frequent picong-dropping moods, Mr. Robinson said: 
“One thing I never did then was to allow him to touch figures." 


Charging that something had to be wrong when Mr. Chambers told his party's 
rally last month that Tobago received capital expenditure of $48.5 million by 
the end of September, whereas all the municipalities in Trinidad got a total 
of $9.8 million, Mr. Robinson said one could not trust the figures given by 
Mr. Chambers. 


He continued: 


“Re will tell you that Tobago got $750 million over the last four years but 
what he will not tell you is what was the national budget figures. If 
you are running a partnership and our partner gives you $5,000 at the end of 
the year, obviously you will want to find out how much money the business 
made. 


ISCOTT Losses 


‘But Mr. Chambers will never do that. In 1981 the national budget was $6.5 
billion; 1982 this jumped to $8.4 billion, and he is talking about $750 million. 


Criticising the PNM for "politicising" certain sections of the public service 
exemplified by eight of the PNM's candidates in the THA race being public sector 
employees, Mr. Robinson said one of the things the Chambers administration must 
give an account of was the wastage at ISCOTT. 


"On an investment of $1 billion we are losing $300 million a year...more than 
all the money we spent in Tobago in any single year. Not a word about the 
losses at ISCOTT. 


"That annual loss can finance the development of Tobago without any difficulty 
whatsoever." 


Challenge to Chambers 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 10 Nov 84 pl 


[Text] PRIME MINISTER George Chambers has been challenged to participate ina 
national debate with Tobago House of Assembly Chairman A. N. R. Robinson. 


A letter to this effect was written on behalf of Mr Robinson by Senator 
Neville Hilton-Clarke, giving Mr Chambers until November 15 to give his answer 
via the media. 
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In his letter, Senator Hilton-Clarke asks the Prime Minister to debate with 
Mr Robinson on three issues pertinent to Tobago and the upcoming House of 
Assembly elections, as weil as another topic of his choice. 


If Mr Chambers accepts, he will be debating on the following subjects: 


(a) Secession and the preservation of the Unitary State of Trinidad and 
Tobago; 


(b) Financial accountability of the Tobago House cf Assembly and its al- 
leged tardiness in submitting audited accounts; 


(c) Statement that the Tobago House of Assembly has been granted much public 
funding but with little results. 


Moderators 


According to Senator Hilton-Clarke's letter, a moderator to chair the debate 
can be chosen from any of the foliowing: President Ellis Clarke, Archbishop 
Anthony Pantin, Bishop Clive Abdulah, Justice Cecil Kelsick, Ombudsman Evan 
Rees, Speaker of the House Matthew Ramcharan, President of the Senate Dr 
Wahid Ali or Mr Alfred Geyette of Tobago. 


He suggests that three debates be held, two in Trinidad and one in Tobago, 
and has invited Mr Chambers to choose the date of the debate, a time, where 
it should be held and the length of the sessions. 


Senator Hilton-Clarke has also suggested that the first two debates may be 
held either at the Jean Pierre Complex and Shaw Park and the last on Trini- 
dad and Tobago Television on any night of the Prime Minister's choice. Each, 
he said, should last at least one and a half hours. 


In the event that Mr Chambers is willing to participate in such an exercise, 
Senator Hilton-Clarke has assured that Mr Robinson will be ready immediately 
(and without notice of the fourth topic) to participate in the debate. 


According to Senator Hilton-Clarke, the nation would "not react kindly to a 
refusal by the Prime Minister to this most democratic opportunity for open 
debate and discussion on matters of such urgen public importance." 


TELCO Investment 
Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 31 Oct 84 p 24 


[Text ] THE Telephone Company, in a statement prepared 
for Prime Minister George Chambers during his tour 
of various projects of the Ministry of Public Utilities 

| in Tobago on Saturday, stated that the company will 

' invest $30 million in Tobago’s development pro- 
_ gramme from 1984 to 1987. 

“The expenditure of $30 million will bring Tobago 

the most modern facilities possible, and a total 
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——- capacity of 10,8500 by 1987,” the statement 
said. 

Chambers was taken on a tour of Telco’s Mt 
Pleasant Exchange and was accompanied by the 
Minister of Public Utilities and National Transporta- 
tion, John Eckstein, and other officials of the min- 
istry. 

The company stated that existing facilities at the 
Mt Pleasant Exchange had been extended from 300 
tc 600 lines and outside plant construction was 
taking place which weuld enable subscribers in 
Crown Point, Bon Accord and Canaan to receive 
better service. “ 

Telco also said that by November 1984, Roxbo- 
rough will have its exchange capacity raised from 200 
to 400 lines. An additional 300 lines were also being 
installed at the Scarborough Exchange to be com- 
pleted by the first quarter of 1985. 

Construction of outside plant facilities were also 
taking place in lower Scarborough, Darrell Spring 
‘ Road, Orange Hill Road, Milford Road, Black Rock 

and Plymouth Village, the company said. 


Additional facilitites to be installed in 1986, the 

_ company revealed, were replacement of the 1800-line 

Scarborough Exchange with a 6318-line digital ex- 

| change; replacement of the 400-line Roxborough 

| Exchange with a 1948-line digital exchange and 

' replacement of the 600 line Mt Pleasant Exchange 
with a 2400-line digital exchange. 

Other faciltites include the installation of a PCM 

‘link between Scarborough and Mt Pleasant ex- 
changes and the installation of a digital radio link 
betwer > Scarborough and Port of Spain. 

Te! » has also installed a computer system in the 
Tobay. office of the Transport Division at a cost of 
$6.2 million. 

Chambers was also taken on a tour of the office 
and given a demonstration of how the computer 
worked. i 

The system now !inks Tohago with all existing 
hook-ups in Trinidad, and will facilitate the prompt 
issuance of vehicle registration and driving permits. 

Benefits to the people of Tobago are a reduction in 
waiting time for permits and more efficient date 
storage and retrieval. 


TTEC Plans 


Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 31 Oct 84 p 41 





[Text] 


THE Trinidad and To- 
bago Electricity Com- 
mission (T&TEC) will 
lay down a submarine 
cable at a cost of $7.2 
million from Toco in 
Trinidad to Milford Bay 
in November in order to 
improve the supply of 
electricity to Tobago. 

This was revealed by 
the Commission during a 
tour by Prime Minister 
George Chambers of va- 
rious projects of the 
Ministry of Public Utili- 
ties and National Trans- 
portation on Saturday. 

Chambers was accom- 
panied by the Minister 
of Public Utilities, John 
Eckstein and other offi- 
cials of the ministry. 

In a leaflet, printed 
specifically for the Prime 
Minister's visit, TTEC 
stated that the cable was 
now being manufactured 
to operate at a maximum 
load of 15 megawatts and 
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_ in parallel with the exist- 


ing cable of 10 megawatt 
capacity. 

The cable, which is 
45,000 metres long, 1S 
expected to be shipped 
shortly and will be laid 
during the month of No- 
vember 1984, the com- 
mission said. 

Work on the exten- 
sion to the Milford Bay 
substation, the commis- 
sion said, was to com- 
mence soon to make way 
for the interconnection 
of the second submarine 
cable. 

In addition to the lay- 
ing down of the cable, 
TTEC is also in the 
process of installing an 
additional generating 
unit at the Tobago Pow- 
er Station at a cost of $2 
million. The project is 
expected to be completed 
toward the end of Feb- 
ruary, 1985. 

TTEC has also under- 
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taken to install an over- 
head — sub-transmission 
line from Milford Bay to 
Scarborough to improve 
the a and reliabili- 
ty of the electricity sup- 
ply to Tobago in general. 
Arrangements are. cur- 
rently being made for the 
pilot wire cable between 
the two points to ‘be 
completed and commis- 
sioned. 

At the end of the 
tour, Eckstein, who de- 
livered the feature ad- 
dress at a ceremony to 
unve the foundatior 
stone of the new airport 
termina! at Crown Point, 
said that a standby gen- 
eratcr would be installed 
in Scarborough at a cost 
of $3 million by the first 
quarter of 1985. 

Chambers unveiled 
the foundation stone to 
commemorate the begin- 
ning of construction of 
the new terminal, 

















TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


PAPER DISCUSSES STATUS, THRFAT OF LOCAL COMMUNIST PARTY 

Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 3 Nov 84 p 8 

[Editorial] 

[Text] IT WOULD be naive of us if we absolutely ignore the words of the Pub- 
lic Services Association alleging that something called the Central Committee 


of the Communist Party of Trinidad and Tobago is hard at work these days in 
this country. 


We do not believe that such a body is anything more than a faceless few who 
must find it hard to reveal themselves in any effort to recruit mass following. 


They have already calculated that no such following would appear. We are not 
inclined to lose much sleep over them as yet. 


We do believe, however, that both within and without this country, there are 
forces interested in destabilising us, if possible. 


We know, however, that our people are among the least gullible and certainly 
are not so desperately poor that they would constitute much of a recruiting 
ground for any ultraleft ideology. 


It is bound to be a hard day's night for the destabilisers to get Trinidad and 
Tobago ready for the kill. 


Nevertheless, since eternal vigilance is the price of liberty, pay it we shall. 
No Connection 

The PSA has officially announced that it has no connection with bulletins being 
distributed by the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Trinidad and 
Tobago and has reported that the Party "has constantly sought to use the 


popular struggles of workers in various unions for its own ends." 


The Joint Negotiating Team--Chief Personnel Officer struggle is believed to 
be a target of the activities. 
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The PSA has accused some of its unnamed officers of distributing the CP hand- 
bills and has "categorically denounced the actions of these officers as not 
in the best interest of public officers." 


We tend to agree with the PSA most definitely in this. 


Indeed, we have long wondered when some revelation of this sort would be made 
by someone in the wake of what can be described only as foolhardy positions 
taken up by some trade unions in industrial disputes. 


The earlier efforts of the faceless mass nigit have been the attempt to take 
over the original United Labour Front which led to the public denunciation by 
Mr. Basdeo Panday, for instance, of something called NAMOTI, which thereafter 
seemed to have gone into libernation. 


After that there was a stencilled handbill or two about the place containing 
the usual claptrap about foreign and national affairs. Now comes the PSA 
denunciation. 


We are realists enough too, to appreciate the possibility that nc matter how 
impessible their task may seem, the agents of Communism in our midst will not 
give up; they will penetrate political parties, trade unions, parent-teacher 
associations, credit units, even professional bodies, in time in their quest 

for a toehold with which their foreign masters may try to recoup in this country 
what they lost in Grenada. 


What Is To Be Done? 


Their war for mastery of the world goes on regardless of any discouragement. 
The question for us then is, what is to be done? 


We urge trade unionists to remain faithful to the constitutions of their 
unions, demand accountability of all their officers, scrutinise calls for 
strikes and other industrial action. 


We urge unions to advise negotiators of the need to settle for reasonable 
increases and urge upon the Government measures for the better collection of 
revenue justly due the Government. 


They ought to demand that Parliament consider all things purely in the nation- 
al as opposed to party interest, and stand resolutely against any efforts to 
enlarge indiscriminately the public sector in the national economy. 


After all, this is a device by which it may be easier for the activists to grab 
one day the heights of the economy, as they see it. 


Examine critically any supposed objections to proposals made by the Government 
in the ongoing negotiations. 


We speak to trade unions now in this way because it is a well-known practice 
of communists to take over such bodies. 
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If they are then lucky enough to get hold of the Government, they would, in 
the twirkling of an eye, destroy any vestige of the right to work and to form 
associations among themselves. They would remove all the gains won by the 
workers over the years and subject to torture or worse any who dare question 
the harsh dissolution of the free trade unions. 


Let those who doubt this, recall the so-called Free World Trade Union Move- 
ment which became so overrun by Communist agents and sympathisers that western 
unions were compelled to withdraw and form the International Confederation of 
Free Trade Unions. 


Let the doubters cast their eyes upon Poland where Solidarity has so recently 
been cowed and disorganised, destabilised, as the comrades would say, were 
the CIA or some other organisation be accused of having done likewise. 


Trade unionists innocently may permit themselves to fall prey to the insinu- 
ations of the Communists about their officers, leaders and negotiators. 


They will be fed lies and half-truths about our business people, the Govern- 
ment and political parties. Then one day, if the CP become the government, 


they will regret the whole affair most bitterly. 


The Czechs, the Hungarians, the Poles, and the East Germans have all been 
through it. 


CSO: 3298/161 
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 





DEATH THREAT TO JUDGE DISAVOWED BY HINDU ORGANIZATION 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 10 Nov 84 p 1 


[Text] THE Sanatan Dharma Maha Sabha yesterday condemned the threats made to 
Justice Clinton Bernard's life by anonymous callers and has disassociated 
itself from any acts of violence. 


Justice Bernard received two death threats at his Federation Park home on 
Wednesday night and Thursday morning according to reports. Both times the 
called said; "If you open your mouth again, yoy will be killed." 


The judge reported the incident to Chief Justice Cecil Kelsick and the police. 
Police patrols have since been put around the judge's house. 


Two weeks ago, in a Temple licensing appeal, Justice Bernard crated a furor 
in the Hindu community when he called the plaintiff, a Hindu pundit, a "fan- 
atical puritan” and his devotees "abject hy*ocrites." 


"While we take issue with Justice Bernard over his comments in the Temple ap- 
peal case,"’ argued Satnarine Maharaj, secretary-general of the Maha Sabha, 
“we wish neither he nor his family any personal harm. 


“We deprecate all acts of violence and will never condone any violence to a 
judge of the Trinidad court or to any individual...In seeking redress against 
Justice Bernard's utterances in the Temple appeal matter, we will pursue our 
cause vigorously but never violently," he said. 


Justice Bernard along with Justice Garard Des Illes upheld the decision of 

the Siparia Licensing Committee, headed by Magistrate Anthony Nohipp, to re- 
new the licence of Radhay Kissoon Heera to operate a restaurant at his premises 
on Mondesir Road, Fyzabad. 


Non-Violence 
Pundit Sharma objected on the grounds that a Hindu Temple was situated ten feet 


from the restaurant and the calypsoes "Marajhin" and "Scorpion Sting Me" dis- 
turbed worshippers at the temple. 
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Justice Bernard, in the judgment, revealed that plans were not approved for the 
construction of the temple and the restaurant was there before. Hindus pro- 
tested, the judge's comments and they met on Wednesday at St. Augustine to dis- 
cuss non-violent actions against Justice Bernard. 


"We are a multi-racial community," Mr. Haharaj said. "We have never had cause 
to resort to racial or religious violence and this issue is not cause to do so. 
The Hindu community is noted for its attitude to non-violence and peace in the 
country. We observe the law to the letter and never descend to any acts of 
violence." 


Mr. Maharaj outlined several protest options available includi° letters to 
the Judicial and Legal Service Commission, the Prime Minister, : « Chief 
Justice, and the Attorney General. But so far, Mr. Maharaj saia, the Maha 
Sabha has only appealed to the "bar of public opinion." 


The secretary-general revealed that some people were sending threats to the 
organisation saying that if ''we comment on the judgment we would be jailed, 
but we are not afraid of that." 


Mr. Maharaj said he had no idea who would want to send death threats to 
Justice Bernard but he observed that the judge's phone number is listed on 
page 20 of the 1984 telephone directory. 

"It is accessible to anyone bent on mischief," he reasoned. He warned against 


self-seekers jumping onto the "bandwagon" and has asked those not involved "to 
Stay out." 
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


SPOKESMAN COMMENTS ON ONGOING TALKS WITH VENEZUELA 
Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 26 Oct 84 p 64 


[Text] Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of External Affairs, Christopher 
Thomas, said in Caracas Wednesday there was "potential for deeper co-operation" 
between Trinidad and Tobago and Venezuela. His statement came at the start of 
a fresh working session of the Trinidad and Tobago Venezuela Mixed Commission 
on Economic and Social relations at the Venezuelan Foreign Ministry. 


“We are convinced," Thomas said, "that a potential for deeper co-operation 
exists between Trinidad and Tobago and Venezuela, and it is a feasibility of 
this conviction that impels us to begin anew today." 


Thomas is leading this country's delegation at talks in Caracas aimed at re- 
viving the movement for closer economic and social relations between the two 
countries. 


In his address he briefly reviewed bilateral relations on fisheries and delim- 
itation as well as global developments particularly in the economic and trade 
fields. 


He said Trinidad and Tobago expected, during this round of talks, to conclude 
with the Venezuelans, the outlines of a fishing agreement; to identify and de- 
fine specific parameters for the delimitation of our marine boundaries and to 
agree on practical means for enhancing trade, economic, technical and cultural 
co-operation. 


The meeting later established two working groups, one to examine trade and 
economic matters and the other to examine technical and cultural co-operation. 


Meetings on fisheries and delimitation issues were to have begun yesterday. 
Leader of the Venezuelan delegation is Dr German Nava Carillo, vice-Minister 
of Foreign Affairs. 
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IADB REPORT FOCUSES ON HIGH COST OF LOCAL PRODUCTION 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 31 Oct 84 p 17 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 





[Text } 


A BASIC factor 
looming behind the 
whole problem of 
economic adjust- 
ment to a new set 
of circumstances 
is the relationship 
ul _ production 
custs in Trinidad 
and Tobago to 
those in the rest of 
the world. 

This is pinpointed in 
the 1984 Report of the 
Inter-American Devel- 
opment Bank (IADB) 
on Economics’ and 
Social Progress in Latin 
America. 

The report notes 
that recovery of 
economic activity for 
Trinidad and Tobago 
this year is difficult, 
highlighting ‘‘continu- 
ing fiscal and balance of 
payments deficits that 
threaten new cuts in 
real spending, and the 

ssible persistence of 
igh inflationary pre- 
ssure.”’ 

In dealing with ‘‘fac- 
tors that are not di- 
rectly controllable’ 
the report said that 
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the outlook for the oil . 


sector ‘‘is one of con- 
tinuing recession. 
International demand 
is likely to remain weak 
and there is no reason 
to expect anything 
more than a nominal in- 
crease in oil prices.”’ 

It adds that external 
factors (weak demand 
and low prices) and 
domestic factors (high 
production costs) that 

ed ‘‘to the suspension 

of refining of imported 
‘oil are not expected to 
, Change a to bring 
- this activity back.” 

Factors behind the 
Stagnation of agricul- 
tural production “have 

not changed enough to 
foreshadow a substan- 
tial improvement in 
| farm output... 
| “If basic in? ..ries 
such as petruchemica!s 
and stccl are to pro- 
duce efficiently, they 
will have to wait for 
further developments 
in external markets 
.that have yet tu 
, Tecover.”’ 

The report points 

, out: 
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e Non-traditional 
‘agriculture and 
industry producing con- 
sumer goods are unpro- 
fitable or _ _to 
compete with foreign 
goods. 


@ Demand for both 
imported consumer 
goods and forei 
travel is stimulated by 
price differentials. 

@ Oil refining indus- 
‘ry is depressed — in 
part becu:se of high 
production costs. . 

@ Alleged price sub- 
Sidies for exported 
steel os to 
claims by nit 
States competitors) 
may actually be the 
consequences of the 
. over-valuation of costs 
expressed in foreign 
currency. 

@ Relative decline in 
tourist trade may be 
linked in part to rela- 
tively high costs paid 
by tourists staying in 
Trinidad and Tobago. 

The report touches 
on falling Government 
- revenues, mainly from 
the oil sector, and the 
: increase in unemploy- 
ment. 











TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


FUTURE OF OIL INDUSTRY SUBJECT OF GOVERNMENT ATTENTION 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 10 Nov 84 pl 
[Article by Clevon Raphael] 


[Text] GOVERNMENT will soon open up discussions on the future of the entire 
oil industry in Trinidad and Tobago. 


Labour Minister Mr. Errol Mahabir disclosed this while winding up debate in 
the House of Representatives last night on a Bill to amend the Petroleum 
Taxes Act. 


Mr. Mahabir who acted in the absence of Mr. Kamaluddin Mohammed as Leader of 

the House, was commenting on the contributions of Opposition parliamentarians, 
particularly Mr. Kelvin Ramnath (Couva South), who severely criticised the state 
of the industry in the context of government's planned purchase of the assets 

of Texaco Trinidad Incorporated (Textrin), excluding its marine facilities. 


Also at yesterday's session which ended 7.15 p.m. the House debated the flood 
situation in the country after Dr. Emmanuel Hosein (Opposition/ Naparima), 
moved that the matter be discussed under matters of definite public importance. 


Chaotic State 


Replying to criticisms from the Opposition that there was no comprehensive oil 
policy and nobody knew how the value of Texaco's assets were arrived at, Mr. 
Mahabir said because of ongoing negotiations between government and the com- 
pany, it was not possible to reveal that now. 


But on the question of a policy, the minister promised that government would 
come to Parliament very soon to deal with the oil industry. 


The amendment to the Petroleum Taxes Act which was passed just before the 
adjournment last night, provides that costs arising from work-overs (repairs 
and maintenance works) on producing wells may not be capitalised enabling such 
costs to be tax deductible. 


Mr Ramnath, a petroleum engineer, told the House that Trinidad and Tobago's oil 


industry was never in a more chaotic state in respect of its future at the 
present time. 
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Since the August 31 announcement that government was purchasing Textrin, 
Mr. Ramnath, contended: 


"Morale at Textrin is very low. Nothing is happening. People don't know 
their future...nobody knows what is going on. 


"People go to work and don't know is happening...whether we are buying or 
negot iating." 


He said for Textrin to operate successfully after the proposed takeover, every- 
body must cooperate--workers, union and management--but nobody at this time 
knew exactly what was the true situation. 


The National Energy Corporation, Mr. Ramnath said, was running the energy 
sector when this should be the province of the Ministry of Energy and Natural 
Resources. 


Works Minister Hugh Francis made a statement dealing with the repairs being 
carried out on the Mosquito Creek, claiming he was forced to do so because of 
recent events and misguided statements. 


Mr Francis who frequently referred to "armchair engineers" who were criticising 
the project in putting down suggestion that the road be lifted said: 


"Very favourable comments have been received from road users in the south; in 
fact, the newspaper correspondent spoke in glowing terms of the work being 
done, though not giving credit for it to the Ministry of Workers, Drainage and 
Maintenance. 


Flooding Horrors 


"I am aware certain pseudo-engineering experts have said that the solution to 
the problem is simply to raise the road to such a level as would prevent any 
salt water flooding. 


"Technical studies have proven beyond a doubt that the rate of subsidence is 
likely to increase if the road is overlaid to the extent suggest in that pro- 
posal." 


In winding up the flooding "horrors" motion moved by Dr. Hosein, Minister 
Francis thanked all the Opposition--and government members--who spoke on the 
matter. 


But he explained that his Ministry was not unaware of the severity of the hard- 
ships experienced by the affected people. 


He also accused some Opposition members of trying to gain political mileage 


of the hardships suffered by the affected, instead of coming to the ministry 
with constructive proposals to deal with the problem on a national scale. 
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Dr. tosein on a point of order said he did in fact, two years ago speak to 
Minister Francis about problems suffered by his constituents and he had no 
intention of “humbling” to Mr. Francis's ministry. 


Minister Francis who frequently quotes the scriputures replied: "He that 
humbelth himself shall be exalted." (laughter). 


The House wis adjourned to November 16. 
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


CENTRAL BANK TIGHTENS REINS ON COMMERCIAL BANK ACTIVITY 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 5 Nov 84 p 1 


[Text] IN THE WAKE of warnings over the past months, the Central Bank has 
again pulled on the purse strings of commercial banks, making money availabil- 
ity much tighter in order to contain credit expansion and foreign exchange re- 
serves. 


From Wednesday, commercial banks will be required to hold with the Central 
Bank statutory cash reserves equivalent to 17 per cent of their deposit lia- 
bilities. 


An official release from the Central Bank reads: 


"The Central Bank of Trinidad and Tobago wishes to announce that under the 
provisions of Section 40 (1) of the Central Bank Act, Chap. 79:02, commerciai 
banks will be required to hold with the Central Bank statutory cash reserves 
equivalent to 17 per cent of their deposit liabilities with effect from the 
reserve period beginning November 7, 1984. 


"This measure replaces the previous directive which had been effective since 
February 6, 1980, whereby the statutory cash reserve comprised a basis compon- 
ent of 9 per cent of total deposit liabilities plus a marginal reserve of 15 
per cent of the increase in deposit liabilities since December 26, 1979. 


"The marginal reserve had been imposed by the Central Bank in order to fore- 
stall the potentially adverse effects on the domestic price level and the 
balance of payments of a sustained rapid increase in banking system credit. 


"The effective statutory reserve has risen from 16.96 per cent at the begin- 
ning of this year to 17.27 per cent in the current reserve period. The new 
measure is designed to stabilise the average ratio of cash reserves at around 
the current level, thereby reducing the reserves payable against additional 
deposits attracted by the banks."’ 


A Reminder 
Only recently, Central Bank Governor Dr. Euric Bobb reminded that one of the 


main objectives of the Central Bank was the continued protection of the 
country's foreign exchange reserves. 
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The Central Bank, he said, was convinced that too high a rate of credit expan- 
sion and too high a proportion of consumer lending would have severe adverse 
effects on the country's balance of payments and hence on its foreign ex- 
change reserves, which, at the end of August stood at $3.8 billion. 


The Central Bank indicated that it intended to maintain a tight rein on credit 
expansion, while it continued to urge banks to favour lending for productive 
business purposes. 


When the 15 per cent measure was put into effect in February, 1980, the 
Central Bank was concerned over a possible explosive growth in credit extended 
through the commercial banks, which could have meant a rise in domestic infla- 
tion and an uncontrollable balance of payments situation. 


Total amount of resources withdrawn from the banks rose from $77.1 million or 
two per cent of deposits at the end of 1980 to $544.4 million or 7.8 per cent 
of deposits at the end of 1983. 


Much Tighter 


By the middle of 1983 commercial banks could not lend amounts like what they 
loaned during the petro-dollar boom years. Surplus funds had been exhausted 
and the economy had declined. 


By September this year excess liquidity in commercial banks had plunged to 
only $24.9 million or 0.3 per cent of deposits, which meant that money was 
tight. Now with the latest measure to become effective from Wednesday, the 
beginning of the reserve period, the situation would get tighter. 


The reserve requirement of 15 per cent had withdrawn about $498 million or 
about 7.5 per cent of the total banking system for 1983. 


Foreign reserves declined by $525 million, or seven per cent in 1982--the first 
decline since the oil boom of 1973--while foreign exchange demanded by the non- 
oil sector rose from $214 million in 1973 to $3,272 million in 198l--an annual 

average rate increase of 38.5 per cent. 


Last year the increase was 22 per cent and this had to be financed from past 
Savings. 


It was this very warning that came from Dr. Bobb himself: "The purse strings 


will have to be drawn much tighter. We must ensure that foreign exchange is 
allocated to priority uses." 
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BRIEFS 


SUSPECTED ARSON--SAN FERNANDO--San Fernando's $20 million fire which destroy- 
ed the Carnegie Free Library and 11 business places on St James Street on 
Monday night was "definitely not accidental." This was stated yesterday by 
an official of the Fire Prevention Division of the San Fernando Fire Ser- 
vices, who indicated that a safe at the library which contained a number of 
“extremely valuable documents" was unaffected by the fire and was retrieved. 
Workers have begun operating at the library building at Harris Promenade. 

Fire officials said also that a number of books and cardex boxes in the north- 
western end front of the building on St James Street was destroyed. Some were 
"only damp" as that part of the building was not on fire. Mayor Rakeeb 
Hosein, who is a chairman of the Carnegie Library Committee, said that a list 
of the things required by the library--furniture, and equipment--was being 
made in order to launch a public appeal for help in the drive to resume ser- 
vices and to restore library operations at Harris Promenade. [Text] [Port- 
of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 10 Nov 84 p 7] 


NJAC CONSTITUENT COUNCILS--THE NATIONAL Joint Action Committee (NJAC) hae 
promised to establish local constituent councils in Tobago to ensure greater 
participation by the people in running their affairs. This was disclosed Mon- 
day night by the chairman of the Tobago arm of NJAC, Okoku Ware, at a public 
meeting part of the party's campaign for the November 26 elections to the 
Tobago House of Assembly (THA). Speaking to an audience at Bethesdes, Ply- 
mouth, Mr. Ware said these bodies would be set up throughout Tobago and they 
would comrpise residents regardless of political affiliation or persuasion. 
NJAC would also embark on a programme aimed at creating a food production con- 
sciousness among the citizens in the country. Several candidates flying the 
NJAC banner including Trevor Gath-Headley (Moriah/Parlatuvier); Leslie Trim 
(Les Coteaux/Golden Lane); Eugene St. Louis (Roxborough/Delaford) and Ismail 
Hakim (Canan/Bon Accord) were present. [Text] [Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD 
GUARDIAN in English 7 Nov 84 p 6] 


CALL FOR BANK PROBE--EVENTS unfolding at the Trinidad Co-operative Bank have 
been described as "getting curiouser and curiouser"' by the President General 
of the Bank and General Workers’ Union (BGWU) Mr Michael Als. The remark was 
made as the BGWU head repeated his call to Central Bank Governor, Pr. Euric 
Bobb, to launch an immediate investigation into the operations of the bank. 
The issue will be the focus of a public meeting at Woodford Square, Port-of- 
Spain, next Tuesday evening. An a:letter to Dr. Bobb, Mr Als wrote, ‘Since 
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our last despatch to you we have even more reason to again urgently request 
an investigation into the operations of the bank and in particular its loan 
portfolio and the extent to which that portfolio is being utilised to facil- 
itate some highly questionable transactions, and in addition the relations 
between the bank and MAT Securities Limited, a finance house." [Excerpt] 
[Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 10 Nov 84 p 1] 
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